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in the sight of God. The obedience of j 
the faith of Abraham, as seen in hisreadi- j 

hand, to offer his beloved j

THE WORK OF TO-DAY.
One of the favourable seasons, of the 

current Methodistie year, for gathei- 
ing in ^Leaves into our ecclesiastical 
garner, is rapidly passing away. 
What are we doing in the vineyard ? 
IIow arc our talents being used ? Do 
we each recognize our individual re- 
eponsibiiity ? Are we desirous, each 
for himself, to know what the 
Lord would have us do ? How great 
the danger that we shall mark what 
Others are doing, or are not doing. 
How apt many people are to notice 
the success of others, or the failure of 
others. How easy it is for multitudes 
to see what others ought to do, and to 
approve or condemn. IIow difficult 
it is for us to do all things as they 
Ought to be done. How difficult it is 
for us to recognize practically our own 
personal duty. How apt we are to 
excuse our own shortcomings by 
pointing out faults in others. IIow 
many souls have we brought to Jesus 
within the last year. Have we fed 
any of God's hungry children with 
the bread of life'/ Have wegivena cup 
of the water of salvation to any thirsty

an entirely extraordinary character ? Or, 
did God prove him in a way in which he 
proves others ? The Scriptures speak of ness, on the one 
God as the leader of his people. He leads Isaac ; and, on the other hand, to receive 
them by the hand. The Lord alone did the revelation not to kill Isaac when he 
lead his people through the wilderness, knife had been uplifted ; but. rather, to slay 
The sacred penman speaks ot the harden- the victim that had been caught in the 
ino-of Poaraoh as having been done by thicket, was acceptable to God. Abraham 
the Lord. Thus is it suggested to us that trusted God when be could not trace him, 
we must find God everywhere, and in and by his faith he triumphed, 
everything. God was with Abraham in — —
his experience connected with ana inime- j DELUSIVE THEORIES,
dialely preceding the offering of Isaac Freeman, the Pocasset slayer of his

Abraham had been trying to do well, chi|d> who has assigned to a place 
but he had sinned. He had been looking jn a Lunatic Asylum affirms that he was 
for the light, and yet in his darkness he led ^ commi^on ot his horrible deed 
bad stumbled. He was conscious of by a from heaven, by the reading of 
lrailty He had some mysterious com- tbe scriptural account ot the offering of 

Knowing that he was a sinner, I$MC by Abraham ;Gen. xxii : 1-14), and
by the reading of Charles Wesley’s hymn 
beginning “Abraham, when severely

HYMNS AND TUNES.
St. Jobs, Feb. 9, lSsf). 

To thif Editor of thi W'iêUyQTt.
Dear Sir —Can von toll me if the Hymn Book 

Committee of the General Conference contem
plates an vdition of the new ID run Book, with 
words and tunes printed on every j age i To 
this would be to promote the heartiness and »pirit- 
u all tv of our public worship : not to do this would 
be to be behind the age. 1 have often b«*en de
lighted, in visiting churches in the l uited >kites, 
to find such magnificent Hvmnala in the hands 
of every worshipper, and to hear such general 
and correct singing from the printed score.

Yours, 4tc.,
A Voice from Centenary Church.
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goals. Arc we trying to rescue brands
from the burning ? 
If not—whv not ?

Do we succeed ?

THE OFFERING OF ISAAC.
Halifax, Feb. 9, I860.

Mr. Editor.—The last issue ot the Wesleyan 
Atate- that Freeman, who, some months ago, 
killed hi. child, supposing he was called of God 
to imitate the deed of Abraham in offering Isaac, 
ta- been s lit as a lunatic to an in-ane asylum. 
Would it not be timely and profitable for you to 
give in, through your paper, some light on the 
subject of the offering of Isaac ?

You is truly,
„ North End.

A satisfactory exegctical interpretation 
of the narrative, concerning the offering 
of Isaac (Genesis 22: 1-14), involves 
«orne difficulties. It has often been in
cautiously affirmed that G..d commanded 
Abraham to kill his son Isaac. Are we 
to understand this command as having a 
•en.suous or materialistic meaning ?
Should we not, in our efforts to compre
hend this theme, distinguish between the 
•laughter of a human being, and the spir
itual consecration of a person as a sacri
fice to God ? |

The commands and the promises of 
God have often been erroneously inter- * a* w^s retIu' _ 
preted as relating to the outward, and 
the visible, when they really referred to 
things inward, and spiritual. The Jew
ish people for ages expected, through the 
Coming of the Messiah, the establishment 
Of au outward and visible kingdom, even 
though the revealed word of God which 
had been given to them bad spoken ot a 
kingdom that is spiritual, and that cometh 
sot with observation.

We should interpret the record con
cerning the offering of Isaac in - he light 
of other portions of the Scriptures, and 
thus let the Holy Spiiit be his own inter
preter- In the Psalms (51: 16, 17) it is 
Said : “ For thou desirest not sacrifice ;

munings
he repeatedly offered sacrifices. Abra
ham had been just previously rebuked by 
Abimelecb for sin (Gen 20: 9) • “ Thou 
hast done deeds uqjto me that ought not 
to be done.” He mast have keenly felt 
the sharp rebuke. Then, again, Abra
ham had sent Hagar and Ishmael away 
into the wilderness, under remarkable 
and painful circumstances.

When he afterwards heard of the perils 
of Ishmael in the wilderness, and how 
Hagar lifted up her voice and wept, when 
she feared her boy would die Gen. 20: 16i 
he felt condemned. Abraham, under the 
stingings of an accusing conscience, de- 

! sired to find relief. He might then well 
ask : What must I do to be saved ? Who 
shall deliver me from my guilt ? Then 
God heard the cry of Abraham, and sent 
the answer : “ Take now thy son, thine
only son. Isaac, and offer him as a sacri
fiée.” May it not have been that through 
such an expeiience it was that the com
mand of God came to his sinning, but 
awakened, and penitent, and praying ser
vant. God thus spake to wandering men, 
as he now does, that he might lead them, 
as still he leads us, in wondrous ways 
that we know not.

Abraham wanted peace, comfort, life, j 
All that a man hath w ill he give tor these ; 
and hence he takes his beloved Isaac— 
his dearest earthly treasure ; and in his 
perplexity, and spiritual darkness, he 
would have taken the life of his son, it 
God had not, in mercy and in love, shown 
to him a more excellent way.

On the part of Abraham there was a 
misconception of God’s purpose and way. j 
The patriarch did not fully understand 
what God required. Multitudes of good 
men have misunderstood the call of duty.

; 1 here is no doubt that God meant to try 
Abraham severely. While God appeared 
to demand the sacrifice ot Isaac, it was 
really the sacrifice ot Abraham, himself,

As this crisis in Abraham’s experience 
bad come, God makes it the occasion of 
giving to him a two fold revelation : 
First, he was to give bis son Isaac up to 
God in and under the completion ot an 
animal sacrifice, and thus cut off all 
worldly attachment to him ; and, second
ly, in the conflict which this trust in
volved, God would reveal to him that he 
did not so much require a sensual as a 
pure and spiritual sacrifice. It was not 
merely the outward form that God re
quired, but the sacrifies that involved the 
broken spirit and the contrite heart, 

j It was only natural that Abraham 
' should misunderstand the command.

else would I give it: thou delightest not There prevailed around him, at that time, 
In burnt offering. The sacrifices of God the Asiatic custom ot human sacrifices.
are a broken spirit : a broken and a con
trite heart, O God, thou will not despise.” 
Paul says ; Roman 12: 1): “ I beseech
you thercture, brethren, by the mercies 
Of God, that ye present your bodies a liv
ing sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service.” The 
apostle here appears to ask the Romans 
to sacrifice their bodies ; but he. obvious
ly, does not mean that there should be in 
this sacrifice the taking of life. The spirit 
Of Judaism, unu the genius of Christian
ity, as indicated in the Scriptures, and 
the timely rescue of Isaac from the 
slaughter, show that the shedding of hu
man blood in sacrifice is not a duty de
volving upon any man. Hence we might 
infer, in the beginning ot this investiga
tion, that the command to Abraham did 
«tot mean that he should slaughter Isaac 
M one may slaughter a sheep. When 
Samuel was a child his mother took him 
(1 Sam 1: 24, 28) to Eli, the priest, and 
offered him to the Lord. Accompanying 
the offering ot Samuel there was the 
«rood, and the altar, and the knile, and 

4he shedding of blood ; but it was the 
hlood of a bullock that w as shed, and not 
human blood. God required in the olden 
-times that the offering of animals should 
accompany the offerings of the heart 
There came in Abraham's history a peri
od, when it was made clear to him t„at 
he must give up all—himsell, and that 
which was dearest to him on the earth— 
to God. as a sacrifice. It was to him an 
occasion of supreme trial. He was equal 
to the emergency. He made the required 
surrender, according to the light he had.

Mark the phraseology ot the record. 
•• God did tempt (prove) Abraham.”— 
Alow ? Was it by some dream-vision of

Among lhe early He raie nations of Pal
estine, the offerings ef human sacrifices, 
to the gods of those nations, was of fre
quent occurrence, Abraham probably 
felt that God was moving in some myste
rious way, to bring about some wondrous 
event. It was to the obedient patriarch 
a crucial experience. He was greatly 
perplexed. He could not see through 
'he darkness. He could only believe and 
obey. The evasive answer of the trem
bling father, when the beloved Isaac asks : 
- Where is the lamb ?” appears to indi
cate that Abraham believed some new re
velation was about to be given to him and 
to Isaac. Such a revelation, just when it 
was needed, was, in the luluess of the 
time, given to them, and through them to 
the world.

God said to Abraham : “Sacrifice to 
me thy sou.” Abraham had been a heath
en Chaldee, who would assume, until he 
became better informed, that to sacrifice 
meant to kill. As Abraham was to be the 
father of the chosen people, God would 
show, through him, that he requires, of 
his spiritual Israel, the sacrifice ot the 
human heart, not the bodily killing of a 
human victim, but the completed spiritual 
sacrifice. In the offering of Isaac, the

tried.” Freeman's testimony is being 
discussed by *t portion ot the press. Many 
persons profess to think that there is some 
logical force and consistency in what Free
man says. How does the hymn in ques
tion read ? What does the hymn teach ?

Abraham, when severely tried,
His faith by his obedience show'd ;

He with the harsh command complied,
Aud gave hit Isaac back to God.

His son the father offer’d up,
Son of his age, bis only son,

Object of all his joy and hope.
And less beloved"than God alone.

O for a faith like his, that we 
The bright example may pursue ;

Mav gladlv give up all lo tbec.
To whom our more than all is due I

Now, Lord, to thee our all we leave ;
Our willing soul thy call obeys ;

Pleasure, and wealth, and fame we give, 
Freedom and life,—to win thy grace.

Is there a thing than life more dear ?
A thing from which we cannot part ?

We can ; we now rejoice to tear 
The idol from our bleeding heart.

Jesus, accept our sacrifice ;
All things for thee we Count nul loss ;

Lo I at thy word our Itaac dies,
Dies on the altar of ihy cross.

For what to thee, O Lord, we give,
A hundred-told tie here obtain;

And soon with thee shall all receive,
And loss shall be eternal gain.

Our estimate of what this hymn teaches 
will depend upon whether we give to it a 
sensuous or a spiritual interpretation, if 
we look at it with a sensuous eye, Isaac 
appears to be “ offered up” and “ dies,” 
and Abraham's “ bleeding heart ” is seen. 
To this extent there is suggested a sacri
fice, involving the destruction, by a lather, 
of the life ol his child. Thus Freeman, 
with his diseased mind, looked upon this 
hymn. So, possibly, many others have 
done.

But there is a more excellent way of 
reading these fines of Wesley. If the let
ter killeth, the spirit giveth life. We 
should read the first, fifth, and sixth 
verses in the light of the other verses, 
and take the hymn as a whole. We should 
also read this composition In the light of i 
what its author has elsewhere written, 
and in the light of bis well known charac
ter. Then the evidence becomes clear 
and irrefragible that " the bright exam
ple” Abraham has left us, does not involve 
the shedding of the blood of our children, 
but rather a spiritual service involving 
the complete consecration of ourselves, 
our children, our all, to God.

Id the same way we should read the 
Scriptural account of the offering of 
Isaac by his venerable lather. There is a 
sensuous way of looking at the record, 
which gives to the transaction a ghastly 
and bloody aspect, 
require a sacrifice 
the reading of this record, as an isolated 
portion of the sacred oracles, leave us in 
doubt as to whether this sacrifice was to 
be ot a material, or of a spiritual, charac
ter? Then let us seek for light by com
paring 'criptuie with Scripture. When 
we read this record in the light of God’s 
teachings elsewhere, and in the light of 
his revealed character, we learn that he 
delighteth not in the shedding of human 
blood, that he doth not demand of any 
parent that he should take the knife to 
slay his child ; and we learn, moreover, 
that, in all ages, ana everywhere, the 
sacrifices God has required have been 
spiritual, rather than sensual, and have 
involved a broken spirit and a contrite 
heart.

The demands of God ujxin us are im
perative ; they may sometimes appear to 
be harsh ; they may involve a perplexing 
struggle; but they are righteous, and 
they are not unreasonable. Hence we 
may say with Wesley :

O for e faith like his, that we

Reply—The Hymn Book Committe6 °f 
the General Conference has selected the 
hvmns for the new book, and arranged 
the order in which they are to appear. 
The Committee is now, through a Sub
committee, bringing out the book in three 
editions. Other editions will soon follow. 
Nearly one half of the contents of the new 
book has been electrotyped. The book 
will probably be ready for the market 
about August or September next.

The work assigned, by the General 
Conlerence, to the Hymn Book Committee 
does not include the publication of a hymn 
and tune book. The necessity of such a 
book lor the use of our congregations is 
widely recognized. Some preliminary 
steps in the direction ot its prep aration 
and publication have been taken. It is 

I probably ihat the two sections of the 
Book Committee will, ere long, take such 
action, on this important subject, as will 
result in the publication, within the next 
twelve or eighteen months, of a thorough" 
ly suitable Hymn and Tune Book, for 
general use in all our Congregation».

A new Methodist Chu-ch, capable ot 
seating 100 ) persons,- imposing in appear
ance, and with the usual modern facili
ties for church work, has recently been 
dedicated, in Strathroy, Ontario. A new 
parsonage has been purchased for the pas
tor of the Church. Both church and par
sonage are on the same lot of land The 
cost ol land and buildings is nearly $17,- 
000. At the completion of the Church 
$2,397 remained unpaid. An effort was 
made in connection with the opening ser
vices to provide for the unpaid balance. 
Rev. Alfred Andrews, pastor of the 
Church, took charge of this eff irt, and 
succeeded in securing the whole iSfecien- 
cy. The Trustees, and congregation, of 
this new church property, may be eon- 
gratulated on their success.

It- sa vs ne lias been rcadmir a 
“ To the lYesbyteri. s of ihe Presbvter-m 
Church in the Canadian Maritime Pr 
ces.” and .also the Baptist Year R l\'R' 
1878. by Rev. J. M l'ramp. V. „ *\’r
letter in the Messenger, he virtually «d* 

having said something very mueh 
correspondent reported 

He puts his explanation in the follow^ 
words • " \\ hat I said was that accord,n

J.OuQ
than the Presbyterians.” ^

mils 
like what

to that Circular the Baptists have ^r”^ 
more communicants in these

We learn from St. John that Rev Jo* 
eph Hart, Pastor of the Centenary Church" 
experienced some days ot considerable 
prostration and suffering last week H 
has since raUied; jtnd, though stiil VeJ 
weak, is much better than he was. 7

The work at Granville Ferrv is widen 
ing and deepening in interest Larm 
numbers of persons are participating fn 
the services. The probabilities are that 
many sheaves will there be gathered.

The tidings from Charlottetown are en
couraging. The sei vices now being held 
there, under the direction of the able sn 
perintendent ot that circuit. Rev. H P 
Cowporthwaite. are being crowned with 
success. “

The Services in several of the «tv 
churches in Halifax are being continued7 
and conversions are eported.

Rev. Henry Pope, n.n . of St. John 
was in this city in the early part of the 
week. He appears to be enjovino excel- 
lent health.

James B. Morrow, Esq., who hail re 
cently visited Bermuda, and ihe West In
dies. returned home by steamer Beta in 
the early part of this week, in good health

POSTAL CARDS.

REV. J. A. GORDON.
Dear Sir—In a recent issue of vour paper, an 

ioquiier from P. E. I. makes me authority for an 
unfounded statement, viz : That the Baptist popu
lation of the Dominiou of Cauada is eleven thou
sand more than the Presbt terian population of 
the same place. Now Sir, I never made surh a 
state an nt, either publicly or privately. What I 
have said in way of conversation will appear in 
the “ Christian Messenger” of Halifax in the 
course of a lew dais. Yours, .tc.,

JA Gordon.
East Point, P.E.I., Jan. 20, 1880.

Charlottetown, PEI., 
Ft b. 5tb, 1890. 

We are holding Special Services here 
with very good results. About 25 have 
been forward for prayers, the most of 
whom have found peace.

-V---- Hpc
Tantramar, Feb. 8,1880. 

We are now in our third week of Special 
Service» at Fail field. Our congregation» 
are g .od—that of Sunday last the largest 
since the opening of the church—three 
person* have reported themselves decided 
for Christ and happy in bie forgiving love 
The people are remarkably attentive ini 
very serious. Our prospects for a great 
work there are good. •* Brethren pray for

W R Peppie.

Advocate Harbovi, 
The members and other* attending ths 

Methodist church here bad a donation 
party at the Parsonage, on Thursday eves- 
ing. January 22od., for tbeir pastor. Rev 
W. S Swallow. It was laigely attended" 
Speeches were made by Rev W. S. SwsT 
low and Jame* Nicholas, and in every re
spect it was a «access. The cash proceeds 
amounted to $63.43.

N.B.M.

We are rejoicing because the Lord bis 
beard oar prayers and bis work is reviv
ing. The Spirit to quicken and convince 
baa been poured out in rich abundance. 
During the week of prayer union services 
were held and the congregations were large. 
A feeling of Christian sympathy and 
love prevailed among the adherents of the 
•wo cborches in this place—Pres byte rial 
and Methodist. This

Reply—We willingly give brother 
Rev. J. A. Gordon the opportunity to 
to correct in ourcolumnsthe mis-statement 
to which he refers. Some one, probably, 
has blundered. It is very easy for a pub
lic speaker to be misunderstood. Some
times one is not clear in his statements.
Ones auditors on that account may, oc
casionally, get unwittingly “ mixed.”
Hence misrepresentation may follow.

An article on Statistics appeared in a 
recent number ot the Christian Messenger, 
written for our especial benefit, in which 

n. God was pleased to the editor so puts things that a careless "S-fh . Tb" wa* Jncoara«,0«* from Abraham. 1A*. „sd«, migb, ...«me ,L Bche, SdA™ | d."

—— i -= •-"'-•-a said something that he never intended to ■ shedding of the Holy Ghost,
say. In the article to which we refer 
{Messenger, January 14 the editor inti
mates that, in reporting the Census ot the 
Baptists of the Dominion, there should be 
included the Africans, the Freewills, the 
Christians, the Unions, and the Tunkers ; 
especially as the different .Methodist bo
dies are included under the general head
ing of Methodists. The editor then says :

“ If we were disposed to V eat our Methodist 
brethren so, or even to give them the ont column 
marked •• Methodists” and compare it with the 
one column nursed “Baptist” we might say— j follow, 
what the Census does actually -av

The bright example may pursue ;
May gladlv give up all to thee 

lo whom our more than all is due.
Now, Lord, to thee our all we leave;

Out willing soul thy cell obeys; 
Pleasure, and wealth, and fame we give, 

Freedom and life,— o win thy grace.

there are but 
17.Ô92 “Methodists" in the whole Dominion, 
whil-t it says there are 16Ô.23S Baptists. How- 
does that look, good Brother ? Well, there it is 
more truly than wliat you affirm. But you know 
it is not the truth, nor are your figures’ the truth 
with regard to either body. It is sometimes said 
“ Figures cannot lie,” but it is very evident here 
that (her can and do lie, most shockingly on this 
matter."

Brother Seldon, ot course, does not 
mean to say that he can lie ; or that he 
does lie. “ most shockingly," by giving 
the figures as he has in the foreg-ing ex
tract. And. yet, it is easy to see how an 
incautious reader of the Messenger might 
be misled by Brother Seldon’s figures and 

, might accuse him ot lying. Some one 
might quote him as saying :

“ The Census does actually tav there are but 
17.592 Methodists ia the whole Dominion, whilst 
it says there are 165,138 Baptists.”

While brother Seldon says just that, he.

The work
was bard and unpromising at first—be
cause the spirituality was not as high as 
it should have been—the avei age attend
ance at class being no more than six. The 
prayeis of faith of tbe few faithful ones, 
however, brought tbe blessing and tbe 
dry bones were shaken. We are bappy to 
say that since the work commenced many 
cold professors have been quickened, s 
few back-slidirg Christians bave been re
claimed and five have rej ncingly passed 
from death unto life The honor is t» be 
given to the Great Head. Tbe work is 
not yet accomplished. There are more to 

tetbreu pray for us.
U J. W. Wadwan.

Stanley Bridge. P E E. Jan. 3U, 1880.

distinction, and tbe connection, between Rev. J. E Hopper. Editor of the Visitor _ ______
the ideas of to sacrifice, and to kill, are ol St John, was in Halilax recently. He r,,||."dwi JTiTl T'indicated. preached in the Universali.t Church on d°** DOt me“ Precl“^ what he

The second verse of the record under ^UD^*Y morning and evening, 
consideration is to some extent mislead
ing, because of the stress which stay be 
laid upou one of its prepositions : “ And
offer him there for a burnt offering,” 
may, as the original admits, according 
to Lange, and others, read: ”with a 
burnt offering.” It never has been the 
burnt offering that was most acceptable

Death op a Baftist Jlrrotman__
Rev. John M. Curry, a Baptist clergyman, 
resident at Hillsboro, NB. died on Sunday 
Feby 8th of consumption. Tbe deceased 
gentleman was for some time stationed at 
Salisbury, but tbe last three peats has not 
been stationed as a minister, though 
preaching occasionally. He was about 
50 years of age and leaves a widow.

says. It is a peculiar way he has of put
ting things—sometimes. He was only 
writing lor a purpose. We give 
these quotations to show one ot the ways 
by which persons may be misquoted. Pos
sibly in some such way brother Gordon 
may have been understood as having said 
something he did not intend to say. We 
hope that hereafter our Prince Edward 
Island correspondents, will, when send-

Mt. Editor,—Although I bave not 
suffered from hemorrhage lately, yet I 
am (till very unwell. I bave attempted 
to preach a few times tbm winter, hot 
have suffered so much in my throat, and 
left lung, that I have bad to desist. In 
tbe meantime, tbe spiritual and financial 
interests of the circuit suffer. Being so 
isolated here, none of tbe brethren can 
help me except Bro. Coffin, who does til 
in bis power to supply my lack of service. 
But tbe duties of his own circuit are quite 
enough for one man, without suppl/'0* 
Gabdros. He made us a visit a few weeks 
ago, and held a meeting for tbe Relief and 
Extension Fund. Toe results were en
couraging, considering the failure of the 
fishing last summer. Upwards of 5^ 
were promised, all of which has been ps* 
except 92. Y our brother in affliction,

R. O. Johnson.

WootosTOCX. Feb. 10,1880.
Our special services are producing 

blessed results several have given their 
hearts to G- d and others are seeking the 
happy confidence of sins forgiven. The 
church is much revived and tbe classes 
are better attended. Tbe meetings will 
be continued next week when a still more 
abundant outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
is anticipated. W. W. C.
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