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FIVE MINUTE
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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST
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SERMON

A TYPR OURSELVES

‘ There is noone found to return and give glory
to God, but this stranger,” (Luke xvii, 18

We cannot afford, my dear breth.
ren, to pass by the Gospel read today.
It is a picture, in which we shall
find ourselves. Which likeness is
ours? [hat is just the question.
Nine, that received God's mercy, dis-
appointed our Blessed Lord; only
one was grateful and was com
mended.

At the entrance of a certain town
ten men, who were lepers, lifted up
their voice, saying: "' Jesus, Mas-
ter, have mercy on us.” Whom
when He saw He said : " Go, show
yourselves to the priests.”” And it
came to pass that as they went, they
were made clean. And one of them,
when he saw that he was made
clean, went back, with a loud voice
glorifying God: and he fell on his
face before His feet, giving thanks ;
and this was a Samaritan. And
Jesus, answering, said : ' Were not
ten made clean ? and where are the
nine ? There is no one found to
return and give glory to God, but
this stranger.”

My dear brethren, repeatedly in
the Scripture leprosy is spoken of as
the type of sin. So we must not be
offended, when we are told that
these ten lepers represent ourselves,
for we are all sinners. Not once, but
many & time, have we had cause to
cry out: ' Jesus, Master, have
mercy on us.'” And the mercy of
God did not diedain us. The answer
has always been: '’ Go, show your
eelves to the priests.”
ment of Penance, the priest has
really power to forgive us our sins
and cleanse our souls; in the Old
Law, they merely gave a certificate
that the leper was made clean.

But what happened when
were made clean, that so hurt the
Sacred Heart of our Lord that
complained ?
at a word.
freely ; the only price is thanks.
God loves to be thanked. It was
the thanklessness of nine out of ten
that made our Blessed Saviour utter
the reproach.

If ingratitude were not a common
gin, this, miracle would not
happened so. We must not say nine
ungrateful out of ten, that were
cured, is out of all proportion. If it
were not true, our Blessed Lord
would not have drawn notice to it
in 80 marked a manner. Only ons,
and he a Samaritan, to return and
give glory to God.

Are we classed by God amongst
the nine, or happily, are we pictured
by the grateful one ?

Lst us test ourselves
Many pray a good deal,
the asking,
of all proportion to the thanksgiv
ing ? “ In everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let
your petitions be made known
God.” (Phil,iv.6,) " Giving thanks
always for all things, in the Name of
our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Eph. v, 20.)
And how often is it the case, that
those, who seem to have the least to
thank God for, are the most grateful?
The old and the poor, whose life is a
burden, and, one would think, a
misery to them, and
and afflicted are often
and thanking God for
that others would take for granted.

And another way we can test our
spirit of thankfulness is this : is our
gratitude as fervent after confession
and absnlution, as our anxiety was
keen before ? There is an old say-
ing, "' Eaten bread is soon forgotten.”
And God's favours, once received,
are soon forgotten too.

He freely cured them

and see.
but is not

heard blessing
little favours

The practice of being thankful has |

a good effect on our own heart. Sel
fishness naturally makes us
Gratitude takes us out of self, by re-
ferring the good we have received to
the kindness of another. So the
gpirit of thankfulness makes our
hearts kind and tender. A grateful
heart is a joy to itself.

Such a heart receives and imbibes
fresh graces Arom God. The graces
do not run’
parched ground ; they
make it more and
piety and goodness.

But the wonderful power of "r.l“
tude is over God. Yes, over the Al-
mighty. Why, from the very first,
did God demand sacrifices and holo-
causts to be offered Him? To make
men thank Him., To show their
homage, their dependence on Him
that all was His. And the Scrip
tures tell us how He delighted in
eacrifices Abel's, Melchisedec’s.
Abraham’s, when he was
God's word, to sacrifice his only son.
And there is one sacrifice that
never rejected. Sometimes
turned away His face from
causts and burnt-offerings,
never from a contrite and humble
heart, returning its love and thanks
and devotedness to Him Who made
it. And at no time can we feel grati
tude more keenly than when sin has
been forgiven. " O Loxd, Thou wilt
open my lips, and my
declare Thy praise. A sacrifice
to God is an afflicted spirit ; a con-
trite and humble heart, O Lord,
Thou wilt not despise.”” (Ps.l. 17,
19.) Pioture the Prodigal’s gratitude
on hig return, when he realized his
father's love and forgiveness., And
what a welcome that gratitude mer-
ited from the father.

Being grateful makes our
hearts happy; pleases God,
causes Him to shower down His
choicest blessings on our soul. We
have not been sufficiently grateful in
the past ; be humble, and afraid that
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we have acfually been ungrateful,
Nine out of ten never thanked the
good Saviour for their cure. The
only price for fresh blessings is
thankfulness and gratitude for past |
ones. After every blessing " return
and give glory to God."”

THE METHODISTS
SUGGEST GRAPE
JUICE

In a recent issue of a widely read

Methodist weekly there is an editor- |

ial which in courteous language con-
veys the impression that there is
considerable controversyamong Cath-
olics as to whether the use of unfer-

mented wine would invalidate the |

Holy Sacrifice. The controversy,
which is taken for granted, ie assertet
to be unintelligible to the Protestant
and to be of no more importance
than a discussion as to whether hard
or soft water should be used in Bap-
tism. The only reason which the
writer of the editorial can find for
the insistence by Catholics on the use
of fermented wine in the Mass is the

Church's dislike for change, ite con
servative tenacity in holding to tra-
ditional, though it may be insignifi-
cant, details of ecclesiastical practice,
and he gives Catholics the comfort of |
his assurance that ' the establish
ment of National Prohibition will |
gettle the debate and enable the head |
of that Church to decide that in the
sight ot God the unfermented juice
of the grape will be just as acceptable

The thought of a political issue in
the United States settling a question |
of Catholic doctrine is rather amus
ing, hardly less 8o than the prospect [
of the Pope aligning himself with

the Methodists in opposition to the | jy,nragsion be permitted to epread ‘

century-old teaching of his prede-
cessors. The misapprehension of
the Protestants that theye is any
controversy among Catholics on the

| subject of the Mass may be dismiss
they |

ed at once, for there is no such con-
troversy. No Catholic holds that the
use of grape juice, not the mercantile
article, but undoubted, unadulterated
and unspoiled juice of the grape,
would invalidate the Holy Sacrifice,
for such a substance is truly called

| wine bLecause the initial process of

fermentation has already taken place
even though the complete pro
cess has been arrested.

It is not true that the Church
would ever declare that such a sub
stance is equally acceptable for the
Mags, for the simple reason that it is
imperfect wine, not perfect wine, the
matter used by Christ when He in-
gtituted the Holy Sacrifice and com
manded His Apostles and their suc
cessors to do what He had done.
The insistence of the Church on the

| use of wine, perfec¥*wine, isnot blind
| adherence to rock bound custom,

but
exact fulfliment of the Divine man-

. | date.
begging, petitioning out

Nor is the parallel drawn in the
between the use of hard
and soft water in Baptism and the
use of grape juice and wine in the
Mass at all to the point. If Christ
had commanded the use of hard
sr in Baptism, the Church would
have insisted on it; but the fact is
that He iesued no such command.
All He prescribed was the use of
without qualification to its
exact quality, In the matter of the
Mass, on the other hand, He did
prescribe the use of wine:; and grape
juice according to the common ac
ceptation of the term, not wine.
It is true that the Church sometimes
permits her priests to use the juice
of the grape in which only the initial
process of fermentation has taken
place; but she restricts its use to
rare, exceptional and un
circumstances, when the
Divine Mysteries
would otherwise be impogsgible. Un
der normal conditions she proscribes
pain of grevious sin.
Her reason is that she demands a
perfect matter fora perfect sacrifice
—America.

—_—————

ECONOMIST PRAISES
WORK OF THE
MONKS
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ever, of the splendid service per.
formed by the monks of an earlier
day in preserving the learning of the
ancient world and handing it down
to the newer civilization of modern
Europe and America. Their part in
the civilizing of the rude barbarians
of northern Europe entitles them to
the respect of all mankind, The
for
our admiration. The clearing of the
land, the draining of the swamps,
the preservation of the arts of horti-
culture and agriculture, and the fur-
ther development of both, was con-
structive work of the very highest
order. Moreover, it was performed
at & time when constructive industry
was all but submerged by the general
brutality and violence which pre
vailed over the whole of Europe. In
those countries where the priests are
still doing that kind of work, they
deserve the highest commendation.
The countries with the largest num-
bers of such priests are the countries
which are advancing most rapidly
not only in the arts of civilization,
but in wealth and power as well
The way in which they are using
their influence to decrease the num-
ber of holidays is of the highest

| utility and must have a profound in-

fluence upon the national efflciency.
One cannot help being impressed
also with the fact that much of the
co-operative work among the farmers
Belgium, Holland,
mark and Germany ié fostered by the
priests in Catholic communities and
Protestant com
president of the

munities. The

‘locul co-operative society is usually

the priest or the pastor.”
Recognition of the economic and
civilizing achievements of the monks
of old is particularly gratifying when
coming from such a source. Yet a
word of correction, lest a false

along with this avowal of merit, will
gurely be opportune,

It must be remembered, that when
Prof. Carver speaks of the economic
duties of present-day priests and the
achievements of thoge who lived cen
turies ago, he ignores
theee endeavors are not the first and
principal duties of the priest. His
first and foremost obligation is that
of spreading the Kingdom of Churist
upon earth, While efforts on the
part of the priests directed towards
social and economic bsetterment of
the masses are desirable, when cir

their execution, yet they still remain
and always must remain, works of
supererogation. And in the last
analysis it will be found, that as a
teacher of the Gospel he becomes
also a true social leader.

Den- |

the fact that |

The economic achievements of the |

monks in ages past are,
a8 their effect has been,
secondary to their initial vocation
and pursuits, Their work wuas a
missionary work primarily.
their code the “ora” came before the
“labora’’—prayer and spiritual duties
before the manual labors and the
teaching of the useful arts of civili
zation to the barbarians. Civiliza
tion itself is not a -project to their
wholesome example of work, but
pnm:u‘ll}‘ of their teaching of the
Faith mrl the tenets of morality.
The result is all the more gratifying
because the useful arts were taught
the barbarians at t!n same time at
which they received the moral teach
ings of the monks. But the sucoess
is primarily due to the higher in
fluences, and only secondarily to the
more material improvement.
Just one word in refervence to P
Carver’'s criticism of the n
holidays in some countries. It
be granted that in some instances
the number of holidays was so great
a8 to impair the efficiency of the
people. Yet it is equally true that
the later uvilitarian movement seri-
ously over-gtepped the mark when
its promoters sought to abolish prac
tically all holidays. Today we note
a return, as an evidence of reaction
againet this movement, to the med
half-Saturday holiday, and,
insti
bank-holi-
Further-
that en-
forced occasional rest ie the portion

esgentially

rof.
umber of
may

besides election days.

| of many workers who are employed

| in our factories.

Hence, a demand

| for a reduction of holidays in certain
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A notable book, recently published |

“The

perity,
treatises
economic
Ely (U
H. Hess, Chas. K, Leith
same university),
Carver (of the Harvard University.)
The aim of the authors is to jointly

National Pros-
four
authorities on
Richard T.

Foundations of
contains
by such

questions as

series of studies in the "Conservation
of Permanent National Resources.”

In the very last treatise Prof. Car-
ver speaks of the "Conservation of
and in this con-
nection he writes as follows, follow-
ing up the viewpoint of the econo-
mist pure and simple :

“Travelers in Southern Europe
must have been impressed by the
large numbers of priests and their
Except where
this talent is employed in construct-
ive leadership, it is a serious drain
upon the human resources of those
countries, If it were the stupid and
inefficient who were thus withdrawn
from productive work the loss would
be vastly less. Every one of those
countries is suffering from the lack
of constructive talent in such flelds
as scientific agriculture, engineering,
and business.”

Prof. Carver then continues :

“One must not be unmindful, how-

as |
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individual |

niversity of Wisconsin), Ralph |
(both of the |
and Thomas Nixon |
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other countries should at least be
qualified.

In spite of these minor points of
disagreement, we must welcome
Prof. Carver's frank recognition of
cultural achievements of the
monks of the past and many present
day priests, Such an avowal is
especially gratifying in view of the
many unscrupulous attacks to which
the clergy is constantly expoeed.
The Guardian.
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SPECIALIST SAID
IEMUST OPERATE

She Took “FRUIT-A-TIVES” Instead,
And Is Now in Perfect Health,

MME F. GAREAU

153 Papineau Ave., Montreal.

“For three years, I suffered great
pain in the lower part of my body,
with swelling or bloating, I saw a
specialist, ully examined
me and gave me several tonics to
take, which did not help me. Then
he told me I must undergo an oper-
ation. This, I refused to permit,

I heard about ‘Fruil-a-tives’ and
the wonderful results it was giving
because Zhis medicine is made from
Jrutt juices, so decided to try it.

The first box gave great relief ; and
I continued the treatment, taking
six boxes more. Now, my health is

I am free of pain and
and 1 give ‘Fruit-a-tives'
my warmest thanks’,

Mux. F. GAREAU,

50c. a box, 8 for $2.5C, trial size 25¢
At all dealers or sent by Fruit-a-tives
Limited,

who caref

excellent

swelling

Ottawa

THE ASSUMPTION

OUR LADY

e

OF

The Assumption of the Blessed Vir
gin Mary, Mother of God, the transla
tion of her body as well as her soul
death into Heaven, is not
an erticle of Faith But it
evidently has been tacitly believed
by Catholics from the beginning
the Church, and at no time in the
two thousand years of the Church's
history has there seemed a necessity
to define it dogmatically.

St. Gregory of Tours
Aquinas, St. Bernard,
Damien, and other theologians,
speak of the bodily Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin without any re
gserve or hesitance, as a universally
accepted fact.

The earliest writers of the Church,
to the fourth century,
no mention of it, which fact
may be reasonably accounted for in
many waye. In the firsb place, so
near to the event itself, being kuown
as a fact there no disputing it,
and no need of proving it. The
evangelists and first Fathers of the
Church had their learnin
and logie t« ring ind to the
knowledge of and t
proofs of His ni sgion,

The Church was an acutely st
ing, militant body, and had martyrs
to chroni every d and to propex
ly place the liturgies. Self evi
dent truths required no conferences
to settle them

I'hat Mary was
body and soul was
believed and
father to son with
question, It
sonable that
ant, the womb
the arms that
the Son of God

ol

St. Thomas
St. Peter

make

Me

cle
in

]
carried

Heax
understood
nded down fror
yutt any wonder or
natural and
Ark of the C
nd the breasts: and
bore and nourished
the Second Person
Blessed Trinity, should not
know the foulness of the grave.
Numerous bodies of the Saints bave

to

was

tihe

rea
oven

through ages intact and fragrant.

It was to be expected that the
beautiful body of the Mother of God,
the Queen of Saints, should be hon
ored above all created things. And
g0 it was easy and sweet to believe
that when the body of Mary was not
to be found, a few days after her
death, that her divine Son took it to
Hnnsgii. and, reuniting it with her
august Soul, crowned it and placed
it next Himself in the glory of
Heaven.

That God in wisdom did not
see fit to have the translation of His
Holy Mother to Heaven witnessed by
His disciples, wonder.
God’'s waye are not our ways. His
own glorious resurrection, a fact so |
necessary to the foundation of His

Church, had no witnesses but
of His enemies

His

is no

| His ignominious Death was a public

wrought in the bishopric of Soissons |
|

during the recent offensive of' the
Germans, He said 100 churches
had been destroyed by the (Germans
and that at least 100 others had been
pillaged and partially demolished.
The famous cathedral in Soissons
suffered severely.

The Bishop added that the Ger.
mane knew neither faith nor law;
they knew nothing but war and pil
lage. They were methodically strip-
ping and carring away everything,
he said.

The Bishop also asserted that wo-
men, children and old men had been
brutally murdered by German avia-
tors, who flew over and with mach.-
ine guns fired upon long lines of
refugees on country roads.—Provi-
dence Visitor,

affair, but His Resurrection was un
witnessed and even His Ascension to
Heaven had but a few chosen spec
tators. Of all the years of His Life
at Nazareth with Mary and Joseph
there is no authorized, authentic |
record. He has hidden the events
of those beautiful years for the con
templation of the Blessed in Heaven
True, favored souls have time and
again in visions been allowed
glimpses of that hidden life at Nazar
eth, and the Church hugs to her
bosomn these heavenly favors and
allows her children to draw consola
tion and strength from them; but
the world is not asked to believe |
them, and so they remain pr(\cimla‘
bits of God's generosity to those who |
love and believe.

There has been no age of the
Church in which such glimpses of
the Hidden Life of Our Lord with

| Latin
| The tradition avers that the
| Virgin died, and was interred by the
day |
| after her death they visited the tomb,
| but found only

| her

angels,

time

Mary have not been revealed to
some favored soul, but these pictures
are precious ornaments of, and not
any part of, the body of Faith, and
the skeptionl and the uninquiring
may pass them by without incurring
the charge of infidelity,

But the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin, body and soul, into Heaven
shortly after her death, has heen a
tradition of the Church always, and
to doubt or to deny it would incur
the blame of temerity.

The Church, while not defining the
Assumption as an article of Faith,
sanchioned the belief, by instituting
the Feast of the Assumption—one of
the earliest Fensts of the Mother of
God—giving it a vigil and an
octave and prescribing fot it the
prayer of the Introit :

Let us all rejoice in the Lord,
celebrating a festal day in honor of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, for whose
Assumption the Angels rejoice, and
give praise to the Son of God. My
heart bath uttered a good word. I
speak my words to the Kings.—(Ps.
xliv.)

In the old
Chuarch
Assumption is

martyrology of
the Feast
clearly

the
of the
mentioned
Blessed
Apostles, That on the third
her garments and
these emitting a sweet odor. They
naturally and logically inferred that
body was taken to Heaven,
This is the substance of the tradi
tion. There are many details which
added to the beauty and poetry of-it,

| but which are not necessary to the
| reasonable or to
| dence of the tradition.

the historical evi

But though the Church has never
settled in what manner the Mother

| of God was translated into the pres
| ence and the company of her

Divine
Son in Heaven the inspired artists of
the ages of Faith have been allowed
to represent this closing scene of the

earthly career of the Blessed Virgin |

Mary
Popes

and under patronage of the
and the full sanction of saints
and scholars, have filled the world
with representations of the
Mother of God
and borne
through
Himseli
through
twenty years
Mary and His

Of all the
Mothe
paint
lar « m
peated on
g gla
throug
under
Agsumption,’

The early Byzantine artists have
left to the world numerous pictures
of the death and Assumption of the
Blesgsed Virgin, all with some,
some with many, of the fanciful
accessories found in the oldest
legends. Such as the falling to
earth of her girdle which the Apostle
I'homas receives and is again cured
of doubt, as he was after the Lord's
Resurrection

More numerous and mcre |
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the body and soul of the

and queen carried to glory
with her divine Son forever.

he Church moves with a grav
and careful slowness in all matters of
Faith. In her bosom she carries the
whole deposit of Faith given ber by
the Son of God,
to “teach all men.
To this deposit of
add nothing nor
and circumstances call for it,
she takes from the treasure thus
given her a gem and holding it up tc
the world, explains and defines
and puts it beyond doubt forever.
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ed Virgin Mary, calling on her chil
dren to lift their eyes and hearte
m'vm‘w-(tn ns to Mary in Heaver
triumphant through the power of
Josus l'wv 8t O and death,

But whether in her Assumption we
must celebrate the Assumption of her
soul into glory ard power over all the
angels vints ; or the A
tion of her body also with her
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the Church has not yet said.

Piously we may believe both the
body and goul of Mary are together in
Heaven, and incur no blame, We
may believe that the glorious soul of
Mary is in Paradise but that her vir
ginal body somewhere awaite the
General Resurrection, and incur no
anathema.

Circumstances will require the
Church some day to declare, aided
by the Holy Ghost, which is the truth
and all Catholics of the world
accept the Fiat, Hasten the day!
though * blessed are they who have
not seen and have believed,” the
merit of believing, what we do be
lieve, is enbanced when we can say
‘ I believe, because the Holy
Church teaches, "
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