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How many earnest young men there
are helping around our churches that
would make excellent members of the
brotherhoods teaching in our schools.
And yet how few offer themselves for
that grand work ! They need but a
little courage,
self-sacrificing spirit they would go
forward to the work and offer them-
selves as coadjutors to those valiant,
sterling men who are toiling so hard
and so faithfully in that noblest of
work, the education of boys. May we
not fear that many of our noble young
women and young men are deterred
from entering the religious life by the
parents who are unwill-
ing to give them up. O foolish and un
such fathers and mothers !
If a parent is proud in his patriotism
to give his boy to serve his couniry,
how much prouder he should be to
give him up t» serve his God! If a
father or mother wish for their daugh-
ter an honorable and devoted husband
how much more should they wish that
would take the Lord for her
spouse, and to have the honor of His
Name and to enjoy the happiness of
His infinite and never changing love !
Lat our young people think of these
things at their outset in life, and if
they at all feel an inclination and find
in themselves
ments for serving God in relig
ious life, let them seek counsel of the
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THE BELI_GLOUS LIFE.

« Here Tam for thou didst cwil e’ i
Bock of Kirge: iii, 9.)

These words of the prophet Samuel
exemplify in some degree God's call to
the religious state—that state of life,
feeling called to which some embrace
and give themselves exclusively to
religious thought and work. It is voca
tion and choice combined. God, see-
ing the fitness of the individual by
character and disposition, makes it
known to him or her by divers yet un-
wistakable ways, and the soul that
wishes to do God's will gives up father
and mother and all things to become a
disciple of Christ. I¢ is choice, as
well, for certain souls feel a strong in
clipation to live chiefly and above all
for God, and in the religious state that
inclfnation and the desire it prompts
are fully gratified. In the priesthood
it is remarked that the divine vocation
is more pronouncel than the individ-
wal's choice, whilst in the case of the
pun or sister it would secem as if the
choice preponderated over the call—
put in both cases there is undoubtedly
a combination of voeation and choice.

There is much unselfishness and gen-
erosity requisite for the gious life,
and the fact that so many show much of

opposition of

wiste

she

(uire

and with a generous,

the disposition and re-

is C » religiouns state : : »
both is & proof Ll‘.m' the religious state | y .4 54 did the young man in the Gos-

rests for its existence oOn something
more than human principles and mo
tives that it is founded on G yd and

1aintai roug is grace. Wit- 55
maintained through His grace it- | follow Me,

ness the promptitude of responding to
God's cali, as exemplified by the

pel, to wi

invitation,

jom our Lord said, ‘‘ If thoa
wonldst be perfect, go sell what thoun
hast and given to the poor and come
and if they hear the divine
let them not go away sor-
rowiully, as did that unhappy oue, to

le: y - meo lelt @ hings C g A
Apostles, who at onee left all things to | | oty el soul perhaps, as it is fosced

follow Christ, and the extent of their
spirit of sacrifice spending themselves

he
enthusiasm,

with courage, yea, with
with the spirit of the

and being epent in His service and >
S P " VA Apostles, gladly ** Leave all things to
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Their spirit is the spirit of their sue-
cescors, namely, to live and to labor for
God's honor and for the salvation of
souls, to pray and to work, and %o work
and to pray, to live, and to die even
the martyr's death if needs be, in their
fidelity to God and to their religious
state.

As we have said, tho religious life is
a call and at the same time a choice,
for every one who feels the call is still
free to heed it or not: in a word,
is free to choose. But it is a noble, a
heroic state, and the good, and the
zood, the brave, the true, rejoice to
embrace it and whatever may be its
consejuences, The apostles went forth
rejoicing to suffer all things for Christ,
and so the true religious goes forth to
duty, trusting in the Lord and accepts
ioyiully whatever trial or hardship He
may appoint. The sacrifice is great,
but it is little in proportion to the
honor enjoyed.

The priesthood, for example, is fel-
lowship with Christ, and the sisterhood
is to be His spouse and to follow Him
like His blessed Mother and the other
Mary who followed Him in His public
career. Our Lord, as we see, in-
stituted the religious life and He sus-
tains it. Without Me He said to His
Apostle, you can do nothing ; and to as-
sure them He said He would send them
the Holy Ghost and that He Himself
would abide with them forever—that
they would reap fruif and that their
fruit would remain.

Our Lord said to those not believing:
“ It you do not believe in My words
believe in My works,”” The sam?
might the Charch, His bride, say, for
wonderful, indeed, are the works she
can thow. They but prove that her
mission and her life are divine, for the
works are so many and so mighty in
their spiritual effect, and even material
as well as their spiritual causes, that
every honest mind must acknowledge
that they are divine creations aund
realizations ; in a word, that they are
more than human conceptions and
triumohs, that *‘ the finger of God is
here,"’

If we look into our religious institu-
tions we - sce vast numbers working
with all their bodily strength, such as

is not seen outside among the people of
the worll. At the same time that their
hindsare engaged,their minds and hearts

are filled with heavenly thoughts and
effusions. Thousands and millions are
thus benefitted through the Church’s
homes for the orphan, the afllicted,
the unfortunate, and through its
hospitals for the sick and the
dying. Hundreds of thousands and
millions, again, are educated in its
schools, colleges and universities, while
the old world is taught from its pulpits
and a vast part of mankind make her
teaching the guiding principles of their
lives. It is through the thousands of
religious men and women—the priests,

olic Union and Times.
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SOME CURIOUS REFLECTIONS

Cathollc News London, England,

We wonier how some people will ex- ‘
plain the success of Japan all through
the
somewhat
which finds, for instance, that Catholie
beaten in wars and in the
bastle of progres because they do not
Re- | please
P rotestant neigbors
and | war and amass great wealth and make
rapid progress because they are God's
heloved people.

nations get

are victorious in

Now the Japanese are pure Pagans,
and as they are so progressive and so
successfal, i be inferred that
Paganism
Almighty than such a form of Chris
Russians adhere to ?
The Russians, it will be remembered,
Like our Anglicans,
they do not accept the supremacy of
the Pope, and one would imagine that
on this ground alone they are entitled
to special privileges and special bless-
ings ; but the outcome of the war shows
that this is not so.

tianity as the

are not Catholics,

the explanation ?
3urely it is either such as we nave just
set forth, and, if it is, we ought to be-
come Pagans straightway, or it is that
in matters such as national wealth,
national progress and
nations are left to the
own actions? They gain battles if they
have good guns and good ammunition,
behind the guns,

results of their

and good men
they gain these battles w
are
I’agan.

Of eourse, we do not deny the pos-
sibility, and even the probability, of
al Providential interventions, but
uman affairs the

speci
we do say that in h
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We shall call attention to one more | who cannot sw.m will jump into deep
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more than auzht else, distin-
goished the new religions from the
Catholic, namely, the supreme power |
civil governments exercised over them.
Byrce says: ** The sovereigns,
Kngland, or the maje
the Scandinivian countries and Seot-
land, or each German prin
the right of establishing within hi”i

unless assistance of some kind
comes to him, he is sure to drown, and
we (uestion very much whether
would be saved if he refused to ac
a life-buoy and commenced to say

water,

his

means which He places at the disposal
for the achievement ol
ordinary material ends.

Wo do not forget, in this connection, | given to illustrate this, and the editor-
that a certain Baptist minister wrote |
to the Daily News urging that all good
people should pray for
Japan (which is Pagan)
(which is Christian) bec
sian creed in some manner was §
t of 12oman Catholies! So there you
| Unadulterated Paganism is to be |
Christianity | people who now take to the woods on
he approval | Sunday would then be found in Church
all themselves ’ more frequently, and there would not

the trinmph of

over Russia
suse the Rus-
imilar

| toth

ferred to a form
which does not mee
of certain persons who ¢

There is an inscription which
placed over the gate of

“ Jew, Turk, or Athiest
s b 99
‘‘May enter here, but no Papist.

|
\
|
|
|
|

And was it noy Dean Swift who penned
| the lines:

v Whoever wrote this wrote it well
“ Phe same is on the gates of —?"'
Any'hing is prele rred to Catholiclsm ‘

in the view of some people.
Now if agans such as the Japancse
are ahead even of Protestant Statesin

army orgauization—are we to infer
that God is on their side, rather than
ont hat of Christians? London, Kog.,
Catholic News.
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THE BOSTON TRANSCRIPT ON
THE POPE'S ENCYCLICs L.

The Boston Transeript prints an

edi:orial, in its issue of May 27, whien
refers ost sympathetically

to the
Pope's latest  encyclical and to the
Pope himsell. It says:
Pius X., the present Pope, is an
admirer and advocate of the simple lite
at least in so far as it applies to the
preashing and teac hing ot the doctri.e
| of the Church over which he rules.
His latest euncyelical is a striking
illustration of this. It is the self-re
vealing of a man who, despite the ex-
alted position he holds, despite the
customs and rules and precedents ol
centuries which surround his oflice, re-
| mains still as simple in heart and mind
as when he was a poor parish priest.
This latest encyclical of his has not
for its theme some subject of deep
learning. It deals with no problem
affecting the spiritual welfare, the in-
tellectual doubts of the higher critics.
It is not concerned with the political
sitnation of the Church, here, thera or
anywhere. It is on the contrary, an
admonition to the bishops and priests
of the Catholic Church to be zealous in
teaching the simple truths of religion
those to be found in the catechism
_to their people in a simple way."”
The Transeript’s article comments on |
the Holy Father's wishes with regard ¢
to teacaing and preaching, and says ‘
that though he desired simplicity, ‘he
does not desire vulgarity or ig
i norance or uncouthness in the pulpit.”
| ¢ He makes it very plain,'’ says the
Pranscript, ‘* that the simplicity he |
| has had in mind is the simplioity which
| comes of study and preparation. "' Kx-
| tracts from Pope Pius’ encyclical are

ial closes with the following words :
¢ Surely it would be an excellent
thing if all preachers and teachers,
oven those who count themselves out-
side the Pope's jurisdiction, and who
would not think of receiving any relig-
ious hints from Rome, would lay to
heart this passage from the encyelical.

be such wailing from the pulpit about |

was | empty pews, Let us get back to the
of yimpha in pre

hing as inother things.”

{
|  Let us bear the Cross; our greatest
“ cross is ourselves,— Fenelon.
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