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•O little Babe of Bethlehem, 
Upon Thy natal night. 

Celestial stars arose on high, 
To .give Thee lovely light.

e rule.

O little Babe of Bethlehem,
With Tby immortal birth, 

dNew joy awoke in Heaven above, 
New peace and love on earth.

J. GERTRUDE MENAÏID 
1183 Dorchester street, • Montreal, 

Canada.

I THE HEROIC COWARD.—This is 
J -the title of a sttiry, taken from an

exchange, which recounts the wis­
dom and caution of a • brave school 
boy,, characteristics which are un­
happily lacking not only in boys, 
but in grown up people. There is far 
too much of the "dare” to do tact­
ics practised in our day, and in con­
sequence much pain and suffering is 
the result. The story is as fol­
lows :—

The walk to school was à pleas­
ant onei Helen sung softly to her­
self as she swung along the shaded 
country road With her bag of school 
books swaying to and fro on her 
arm like a great pendulum of know­
ledge. At the corner Leonard Green 
joftied her as usual. That was one 
reason why the walk to school was 
a pleasant one. Helen and- Leonard 
liked one another thoroughly, and 
with pure schoolboy and girl frank­
ness. "Hello! I expected to miss you 
-to-day,” cried Leonard. "I had to 
wait for Aunt Kittle to finish a let­
ter.” ^

"And I had to wait to wash the 
dishes,” cried Helen. "It was Mil­
dred’s turn t$ do them, but she be­
gan by scalding her hand, poor 
child, so I had to stop and finish 
them after I had made the beds. 
You know we take turns.”

' 'My! Wish I had a brother to 
take turns with me.”

“Yes, but you would have to share 
.your pleasures, too. How would 
you like continually to be taking 
your choice between some pleasure 
and the overwhelming blessedness of 
generosity? Say ! How would you 
always like to feel you must either 
Rive up the best end of a thing or 
-else make your brother give it up? 
H’m?” asked Helen, nodding her 
head merrily.

"Well, that would be Dobbin’s 
choice,” admitted Leonard; but per­
haps we * could both go together 
sometimes. And a thing is always 
more fun when there is another fel­
low along. Why! what does this 
mean?” For, chatting carelessly 
along, they had in turning a cor­
ner, come directly upon a large sign 
which blocked the road :

" Dangerous. Passing! Tjiis road 
closed for repairs.”

"It evidently means they are re­
pairing the old red bridge they’ve 
been talking about so long,” said 
Helen. "But let’s go on! They can’t 

Tiave torn it all up so early in the 
day and it’s a mile farther around 
the other way.1’

"It’ll be a mile and a half if we 
go clear to the bridge and then have 

*to go back. '
"But I shan’t go back if there is 

a single plank to'cross on!" declur- 
'Cd Helen, merrily.

"Then, certainly, we would better 
■"take the other road, so you won't 
be tempted to run so great a risk, 
said Leonard.

"H’m! ” sniffed Helen. "If I’m 
not afraid you needn’t be a coward 
for me! Come on!” The voice was 
imperative and the tone scornful: 
Leonard knew it wduld be wiser to 
obey the warning of the signboard, 
but Helen's scorn provoked him to 
walk on with her.

"There (” cried the girl when they 
came in sight of the old red bridge. 
"There are the men at work on the 
bridge. And see! There are planks 

-all the way across!"
"Shore now, missy, them planks 

ain't nothin' but rotten lining,” 
said the foreman. "I wouldn’t war­
rant them to bear up under a cat.”

Helen went up and tried the end 
boldly with a determined little foot.

"Shore, missy, they mayn’t bo 
that strong all the way across,” 
said the man, dropping his iron and 
coming toward her. *Ye'd best not 
try another.” For answer Helen 
gave a bright little laugh, and, slip­
ping away from all detaining hands, 
sprang from board to board as 
lightly as a Sunbeam, until she 
stood op the firm ground at the 
south end of the bridge. Then she 
turned and laughed at their fright­
ened faces.

"Now, Leonard, show your cour- 
ag?f”

"No, no!” cried the man, hasten­
ing to prevent by force if need be 
this fool-hardy attempt. "This lad
______________ Z_T______JBL shall
not try itU”

"But the 1 
or crack,” ■

as ;
.%*„■
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"Shall I ran half way to help 
you?” laughed the sweet, taunting

"Nol" shouted Leonard. ” I will 
not run such a risk for the mere, 
nonsense of showing my nerve. 1 
should be ashamed to do it. I will 
not come one step.”

"Yes, you will," cried Helen, 
piqued now to show the strength of 
her influence over him. "Come, little 
boy If ’ she laughed,, teasingly, as she 
tripped lightly back over the black­
ened boards. "Come to school 
with—”

A crack, a crash, a scream of ter­
ror! The next instant Helen wus 
hanging by her dress and one arm 
to the beam below where a treacher­
ous board had broken and lot her 
through. She tried to secure her bal­
ance and climb back, but the catch­
ing of her dress which saved her 
from being plunged into the swift­
flowing river below now hefd her so 
securely that she was helpless.

"Arrah! Arrah!” cried the men, 
wringing their hands in dismay. 
"Run for a ladder. It’ll never do 
for any man to venture on them rot­
ten boards, wjiero even that light 
little creature 'couldn't go! Run for 
a ladder or a boat!”

"She’ll drop afore ye could get ei­
ther," muttered another, peering 
over at Helen’s ashen face.

"Give me that rope!” cried Leon­
ard, with unflinching eyes.

One of them handed it up automa­
tically. To obey such a spirit was 
instinctive.

"Shore, ye mustn't go a step on- 
ter the bridge or we'll hev two 
ye in the fix," whispered the fore­
man hoarsely.

"Hold this end. Strong now!. Pass 
,it around that tree! ” commanded 
Leonard, and without a moment’s 
hesitation, he beguli to creep cau­
tiously over the skeleton bridge. 
The men held their breaths to watch 
the brave lad. Once, twice, a board 
cracked and almost gave way, but 
Leonard quickly threw his weight 
buck and advanced from another di­
rection. When he reached Helen she 
was too exhausted to help herself, 
but by the aid of the rope they 
managed to draw her back to the 
safe, firm earth once more. Then 
how the men cheered! And how 
proudly they shook hands with the 
pale young hero.

"Shore, ye did a big thing to risk 
yer own life, to save another after 
all her tauntin,” said one of the 
men bluntly, but with honest feel­
ings; "but, me lad, the bravest 
thing ye did was to refuse to run 
the risk for a mere stump! 1 wish 
I had a boy o’ my own wid your 
spirit." One of the men had hasten­
ed to the nearest burn for a horse 
and carriage, and poor, foolish, lit­
tle Helen was taken home as tender­
ly and with as little rebuke as if 
the.accident had not been caused by 
her own folly.

It was over a week before her 
strained nerves would admit of her 
seeing any more. Then she called for 
Leonard.

"I can't ever ’toll you how sorry I 
am that I was such a little goose 
as to tempt you by calling you a 
cOward,” she said.

"Oh, that was all right. I sup­
pose 1 really was one,” laughed 
Leonard, "for 1 nearly fainted with 
terror the moment I touched the 
ground with you. If the men hadn’t 
cheered loud enough to scare my 
sense back just then 1 should have 
certainly collapsed.”

"You saved my life,” said Helen, 
"but you would have saved it much 
more easilyx if I had only heeded 
your warning. But, Leonard, hon­
estly, I didn’t think you a coward 
for a single minute. I admired you 
most of all when I was the most 
scornful, for the boy who can re­
sist a dare to show his courage — 
and from a girl, too—is a real hero, 
and I know it.”

GW work from the 
ciently direct to remove any 
of casting a shadow on the work by 
the movement of the hand. A woman 
sewing will often seat herself by the 
window or lamp' in such a way that 
the shadow of her hand falls con­
stantly upon the point in her work 
at which she is using the needle. A 
left-handed person should be equally 
careful from the other side. The 
same authority says that the wear­
ing of plain black clothes is a strain 
on the sight. Persons with weak 
eyesight quickly feel this strain and 
should be relieved from It. A plain 
b.ack surface offers no focus to the 
»ye, and therefore tires it very 

qhickly. Figured cloth, though 
may be all black, is preferable.

since died, 
not one is 16ft.

Mrs. Neagle succeeded in support­
ing herself without assistance until 
within a few years, when she be­
came too feeble, and deeded her 
place to the city on condition that 
'she be supported in comfort so long 
as she lives. She still does all her 
wprk unassisted, and enjoys good 
health. _______

UNIQUE BOOK KEEPING-.

it

A SUGGESTION. — A philan­
thropic woman who is much inter­
ested in the children’s ward of a 
hospital is piecing a coverlid for the 
bed of one patient little incurable 
that will delight his cruelly tried 
soul, and would be acceptable "to 
many another small invalid. The 
quilt is made of flags, and is just 
the size of the bed and "not Intended 
to be tucked in. The flags are the 
little silk ones of nil nations that 
are cheaply bought in quantities. 
Each has beer^ lined with a firm 
muslin, as the silk is too poor a 
quality to be durable. The flags are 
put together with a simple feather 
stitch, the quilt being made up with 
wool batting, which is both light 
and warm, a thin silk used to line 
the under side. The idea was sug­
gested to the hospital worker by the 
pleasure her little nephew took in a 
quilt of the kind which his mother 
provided and kept to interest him 
on his occasional sick • days. While 
in theory the normal child ought not 
to have enough sick days through 
the year to be specially provided 
for. in fact, thanks to our processes 
of- living and eating, he is quite like­
ly to, and this bit of bed cheer is 
by no means to be despised. The 
same idea may be applied in the 
making of a cushion for a window- 
seat or couch of a boy’s room.

During the sojourn of the dele­
gates to the convention of the Indi­
ana Bankers' Association in this 
city last week many interesting stor­
ies were related. One group of finan­
ciers fell to discussing the prosy 
subject of debit and credit, but with 
the stories that were told to iMus- t and territories 
trate certain ideas the subject lost j The „,holc numj3er of peraons

school age (from 6 to 20 years

of the
—- the sanctuary and 

went out of the church. When she 
reappeared she carried a small 
shawl which ,she_ handed to the 
bride, who donned it before the ce­
remony , proceeded. The bride's dress 
was cut low in the neck, and the of­
ficiating priest refused to perform 
the ceremony until she procured a 
shawl. '___ __________________

AMERICAN CENSUS STATIS­
TICS.

The Ceqpus Bureau of Washington 
on Saturday last issued a bulletin, 
which will furnish much food for re­
flection for those of our readers who 
are interested in such matters. The 
information given in this bulletin 
refers to the school, militia and vot­
ing ages for the United States as a 
whole and for the several States

New Jersey, while all the remaining 
States and Territories show* de­
creases in this element.

Of the. 21,829,819 males of voting 
age in 1900, 19,008,624 axe literate 
and 2,827,295, or 10.9 per cent, are 
illiterate. Of the 5,102,584 foreign 
born males of voting age 56.1 per 
cent, are naturalized, 8.2 per cent, 
have taken out first naturalization 
papers, 21 per cent, have taken no 
steps toward naturalization—that is, 
are aliens—and 14.7 have made no 
return with respect to citizenship.

Business Cards*

ADVICE TO MOTHERS.

Sw*-
ABOUT WORRY.—This is a sub­

ject which is very attractive for 
contributors to the columns of the 
domestic departments of some of 
exchanges. Here is the latest news :

"Care killed a cat, says the pro­
verb—the old tradition that the ani­
mal has nine lives being probably 
the reason why it was chosen to ex­
press the fatal effects of worry. Al­
though we unfortunately cannot eli­
minate anxiety from our daily exist­
ence, we can certainly do much to 
prevent it from spoiling our lives. 
But while every woman realizes the 
amount of needless suffering that 
ahe entails upon herself by fretting 
over what might happen, but what 
in ninety-nine cases out of a hun- 
dsed never does, she rarely makes 
the effort to conquer a disposition 
which not only is injurious to her 
own health and happiness, but exer­
cises a very depressing effect 
those about her.

When I think of the amount of 
absolutely unnecessary agony ol 
mind I have undergone by worry-

ow to Keep ilit Mieby Healthy and 

Happy—Avoid the So-called 

southing Medicine*

Every inothei is naturally solicit­
ous as to the health of her chil­
dren, but not everyone treats their 
little troubles in the right way. The 
so-Called soothing remedies are still 
used altogether too much, although 
physicians have preached against 
them for many years. The fact 
that they put children to sleep is no 
sign that they are helpful. On the 
contrary, soothing drugs are dan­
gerous and distinctly harmful. At 
the slighest sign of ill health or dis­
orders, give the little ones Baby's 
Own Tablets. This medicine is 
purely vegetable, and is guaranteed 
to contain no opiate or poisonous 
soothing stuff. For indigestion, sour 
stomach, colic, constipation, simple 
fevers, diarrhoea^ the irritation ac­
companying the cutting of teeth, 
there can be no better, no safer 
remedy than this. Baby’s Own Tab­
lets are a sweet, pleasant little tab­
let which any child will take readi­
ly, and dissolved in water, may be 
given with absolute safety to the 
youngest infant. Mothers who have 
used these tablets cheerfully testify 
to the benefit their little ones have 
derived from them. Mrs. R. L. Mc- 
Far lane, Bristol, Que., says :—" In* 
my estimation Baby’s Own Tablets 
have no equal as a medicine for lit­
tle ones, in cases ojt children teeth­
ing I would not be without them 
on any account, as they keep my 
baby healthy and happy.” Druggists 
sell them, but if you cannot find 
them conveniently, send 25 cents di­
rect to us and we will forward a 
box by mail prepaid. The Dn. Wil­
liams Medicine Co., Brockvillc, vnt.

Every mother should have our 
valuable little book on the care of 
infants and young children. Sent 
free for the asking.

A CENTENARIAN. — The oldest 
woman in Bath, Me., and probably 
the oldest person in Maine, Mrs

much of its dulness.
•"A friend-of mine once ran across 
queer system of keeping booKs in 
little Southern town,” said 

banker. "He was a travelling sales­
man and his territory included Ten- 

Natural ly he grew pretty 
well acquainted with his customers, 
who were for the most part keepers 
of general stories. Happening in 
such an establishment one day he 
found the proprietor in the rear of 
the room poring intently over what 
seemed to bo his ledger. My friend 
noticed that the old gentleman 
would mutter savagely now and 
then and turning over a few leaves 
jot down a set of figures. After this 
process had been repeated several 
times my friend interrupted him 
with ‘Mr. Hedges, what on earth 
ore you doing there?'

" ‘Well, I'll tell you,’ replied the 
old man. ‘This here Bill Jones is a 
worthless scamp and he has left 
town owing me $1.50. So I jest 
put it on Brown’s account, over here 
(turning the leaves). Then there’s 
Charley Colson that got into 
scrap the other night and was kill­
ed. He owed me $2, so I put her 
over on Joe Smith's account. I tell 
ypu, brother, whatever goes in this 
hero old book has got to come out, 
by the Eternal.’ ”

"That reminds me of a story of 
strange methods of keeping accounts 
that I heard one time,” spoke up 
another financier. "This was in 
little Western town. The proprietor 
of a store wanted to go on a visit 
out in the country one day and 
when he got ready to start he told 
his clerk, a mere lad, to kind of 
keep an eye on things while he was 
absent. ‘You needn't be particular 
about taking in money for what 
you sell,’ said the storekeeper. ‘Just 
remember what you sold and who 
got it and I will put it on the 
books when 1 get home to-night.'

‘‘Well, when the old fellow arrived 
home that night he asked the boy 
how he had ‘made out' during the 
day. ‘O pretty well,' said the lad. 
'I sold a washboard and tub to Wi­
dow Harkness, a currycomb and 
brush to Old Man Johnson, a tin 
bucket to Mrs. Leedsr a broom and 
a package of needles to Mrs. Brans- 
comb, and—say, I sold some feller a 
horse collar, but blamed if I can 
remember who I sold it to.’

" 'Never mind about that,' said 
the proprietor. ‘It'll be all right. 
I’ll, just charge all of my book cus­
tomers with a horse collar.’ And he 
did put down a horse collar on 
every account he had in his ledger. 
The funny port of it was that all of 
them paid except one man, and the 
storekeeper brought suit against 
him. Banking would be a soft snap 
if we could keep books like that.”— 
Indianapolis Journal.

PAST BLEOTRIO RAILWAYS.

The trials on the experimental, elec­
tric military railway from Berlin to 
Zossen are reported to be perfectly 
successful. The speed of the trains 
has been gradually increased, until 
now eighty-five miles are comforta­
bly covered in the hour. The cars 
run smoothly, and the engineers ex­
press confidence that they will at­
tain a speed of 125 rnileô per hour. 
The wires have been tested to a 
capacity of 14,000 volts, but hither­
to only 8,000 volts have been ne­
cessary. It is expected that a curr. 
rent of 10,000 volts will suffice to

age inclusive) in the United States 
is 26,110,788, of whom 21,573,492 
are from 5 to 17 years of age, and 
4,537,296 from 18 to 20 years of 
age. These figures include, however, 
217,523 persons of school age re­
ported in Alaska, Hawaii and the 
Indian Territory. Exclusive of the 
specially enumerated areas last men­
tioned, there are 25,893,265 persons 
of school age in 1900, as compared 
with 22,447,392 in 1890, represent­
ing an increase during the decade of 
3,445,878 or 3 5.4 per cent. There 
has been an increase, since 1890 of 
native born persons of school age of 
139,892 or 1.4 per cent. Consider­
ing the increase with respect to 
color, native white persons of school 
ago of native parentage have in­
creased during the ten years 2,170,- 
926, or 17.2 per cent., and native 
white persons of school age show a 
foreign parontagg 1,507,751, or 19.9 
per cent. Foreign white persons of 
school age show a decrease since 
1890 of 139,102, or 10.4 per cent., 
while colored persons of school age 
have increased during the same pe­
riod 356,298, or 11.1 per cent.

There bos been an increase in 
males of militia age sinçe 1890 of 
2,946,346, or 22.3 per cent. The 
native born of this class have in­
creased 24.9 per cent, against a cor­
responding increase in the same 
element of the general population of
22.4 per cent. Summarizing, males 
of militia age have increased since 
1890 at a somewhat more rapid rate 
than the population as a whole. Of 
all the males of this class, 80.3 per 
cent, are native born and 19.7 per 
cent, foreign born, these figures 
showing that there is a less propor­
tion of foreign born and a corres­
ponding increase in the proportion 
of native born males of militia age. 
In all the New England States, 
however, and also in New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and 
West Virginia there is a larger pro­
portion of foreign born, among the 
males of militia age in 1900 than 
there was ten years ago. In the re­
maining States and territories the 
foreign born of militia age consti­
tute a less proportion than they did 
ten years ago.

There has been an increase in 
males of voting age during the last 
ten years of 4,162,671, or 24.6 per 
cent., as compared with an increase 
in the general population of 20.7 
per cent. Native born males of vot­
ing age have increased 27.7 per 
cent, and foreign born of this class,
15.5 per cent. There has been a very 
large increase during the decade in 
native white males of voting age 
who are of foreign parentage, an in­
crease of 60.8 per cent., as com­
pared with an increase of only 36.1 
per cent, for all native white per­
sons of foreign parentage. In each 
of the three elements of population 
also, the males of voting age show 
larger percentages of increase than 
for each element as a whole. There

somewhat larger proportion of 
foreign born males of voting age in 
1900 as compared with 1890, in 
Maine, New Hampshire, Massachu­
setts, Rhode Island, Connecticut and

M. SHARKEY,
Rial Estate and Fire Insurance Agent

1840 a*» 1708 NOTRE DA8IIT, 
Montreal.

Valuations made of Real Estate. Per­
sonal supervision given to all business. 

Telephone Main 771.

Dealer in General Household Hardware, Palate 
and Oils.

137 McCORD SI reel, cor. Ottawa
PRACTICAL PLUMBER,

CIS, STEM and HOT WITEfl FITTEI.
RUTLAND LINING, FITS ANT BTGVM, 

CHEAP,
Orders promptly attended to. Moderate 

charges. A trial solicited.

CaHROLL BROS.,
KegtVtered Practical Sanitarians* 

Plumbers, Steam Fitters,

Metal and Slate Boofere, 
795 CRAIG STREET, near St. Antoine Street.

Drainage and Ventilation a specialty. 
CHARGES MODERATE. Telephone ISM

Omen : 143 8t. Jamrs St Tkl., Maim 644 
Rkbidkncb : Tklkphqnm, East 448.

JOHN P. O’LEARY,
[Late Building Inspector C\P.Ry.J 

Contractor and Builder, 
RESIDENCE i 1 Waredalt Av, Westmonn*

Estimates given ; Valuations made.

CONROY BROS.,
228 Centre Street.

Practical Plumbers, Gas aad Steam Fittest
ELECTRIC and MECHANICAL 

BELLS, etc.
Tel. Main 3552. Night and Day Service 

Established 1864.

C. O’BRIEN,
House, Sign and Decorative Painter

PLAIN AND DECORATIVE
PAPER-HANGER.

Whitewashing and Tinting. Orders promptly 
attended to. Terma moderate.

Residence 645, Office 647 DoreheeUr street, 
east of Bleary street. Montreal.

Bell Telephone, Main, 1405.

TEL. MAIM ISM.

T. F. TRIHEY,
Ileal Rs t ate.

Money to Lend on City Pronertpani iMpitlli 

IwsuiAWoe. Valuations.

Room 88, Imperial Building,
I#7 ST. JAMES STREET.

LAWRENCE RILEY,

Helen C. Neagle, celebrated he^ glve a 6peed P" hour 01 12« 
106th birthday last weev. Mrs. Near- 
gle was born in County Clare, Ire., 
and emigrated to this city in early 
middle life. When 15 years old she

COMMON SENSE AND 
CONSUMPTION

Successor to John Riley litabltshed in 1 
Pl»jn and Ornamental Plastering R 
*J1 klfd^jromptly attended to Bstiou., 
mshed. Postal orders attended te. IS I 
Street. Pelmt St. Charles.

DANIEL FURLONG,
Wkolenale and Retail Dealer in

CHOICE BEEF, VEIL, MUTTOR and Nil,
S4 Prlaee Arthur Street.

Special rates for Charitable Institutions. 
TiLiFMova. Bast 47.

RUSSIA'S BIO TUNNEL.

XV\\ V 
i\\ VV ' |"\\\\vmThe news comes from St. Peters- 

burgh that a remarkable project is 
receiving attention among Russian 
engineers. It is proposed to con­
struct a tunnel under the main chain 
of the Caucasus mountains from a 
point forty miles south of Vladi- 
Kavkas. The tunnel will be twenty- 
three miles long, and cost $75,000,- 
000. As soon as the Trans-Siberian 
railway is finished it is believed that 
this Caucasian tunnel, which has 
the warm support of the Czar, wiU 
be begun. From" a military /'and & 
commercial point of view the work 
will be of vast importance as the 
only direct communication with 
Trane-Caucas4a from southern Rus­
sia is by ordinary road from Vladi- 
Kavkas to Tiflis.

The treatment of consump- 
tion is every year becom­
ing more successful. The 
majority of cases can be cured 
if taken in time. Not more 
medicine but more common 
sense is the cause of the im­
provement.

Fresh air, good climate, food, 
clothing, exercise, all these are 
important features of common 
sense treatment 

As a builder of flesh and 
restorer of strength Scott’s 
Emulsion is still unequal­
ed. The special action

SURPRISE
Accountant and Liquidator

ISO ST. JAMES STREET-

..Montreal..

is stamped on every cake 
of SURPRISE SOAP.

It’s there, so you can’t 
be deceived.

There is only one 
SURPRISE.

See to it that your 
soap bears thatword—

ing," remarked a middle 
man recently, "nod consi 
must have affected the t 
my usefulness, I reel boll

Books and preparing Annual 
or private firms, end publie 
tions a specialty.

TB1UGPHOM, 11M

how It 
r andi bend 

are as WBDDINO SHOES OF A DUKE

It is told of the Duke of Norfolk 
that at bin wedding, as the happy 
couple knelt before the altar rails 
perched on an extremely elevated 
prie-dleu, the Duke’s boots were 
about on a level with the eyes of

A pure hard 
Don’t forget


