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day-school stop on the way to spend 
those pennies for cigarettes and brandy 
chocolates. She asks parents to co
operate with the Union in its efforts to 
suppress the evil.

Our own observation lias convinced 
us that the habit lias increased enor
mously among even very small boys of 
late. And what is perhaps worse is the 
fact that no one would ever have any 
reason to suspect the existence of an 
anti-cigarette lew, so open and above
board and so constant is the violation. 
It is acknowledged on all hands that this 
vice is surely sapping the foundations 
of physical strength and vitality in the 
rising generation—in fact poisoning 
the very fountains of life. Is it not 
high time that the matter should be 
taken in hand by the strong men, and 
especially by the men in the pulpit?

The Waste of Intemperance.
It is estimated that Great Britain’s 

drink-bill last year was $712,074,000, 
which would make an annual cost of 
$91 for every family in the United 
Kingdom, counting five persons to a 
family. In “Christian America” mat
ters could hardly be considered any 
better, comparatively speaking. The 
bill is annually about $1,200,000,000, 
not including the cost of inebriate asy
lums, hospitals, criminal courts, and 
other results.

Whata sacrifice to a baleful appetite 1 
What an inexhaustible source of vice 
and crime I And not one good thing 
comes of it all I

“ The Missionary Crisis.”
Dr. Arthur Pierson, editor of The 

Missionary Review of the World, has been 
very widely and severely criticized in 
the religious journals for a statement 
made in an editorial in the January 
number of that Review. This statement 
was “that at no time during the half 
century now closing have missions to the 
heathen been at greater peril of utter col- 
lapse ! ” This has been contrasted with 
the “ glowing pictures of the mission-
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ary outlook” that have been furnished 
by the same editorial pen. In defend
ing liis position in the March number 
of that review, Dr. Pierson says :

"But there is no contradiction. The out
look was never so hopeful ; the risk was 
lever greater th in to-day. It is the hopeful 
and promislcp’ ou” : .'It which makes the risk 
so great. . . . it is .list now that the 
Church, as a whole and on the whole, does 
not respond. Everything calls tor advance, 
yet almost every organized Board is crying 
Retrench*

We have no sympathy with the “ pes
simism, ” and none with the prcmillen- 
niulism, against which the critics 
inveigh, but there are times of back
sliding and of declining interest in the 
Church when she fails to come up to her 
duty, and her work ceases for the time 
being to move forward. The evidence is 
overwhelming that the present is such a 
critical period in the life of the Church 
We are in touch with many of the lead
ing missionary organizations, for both 
home and foreign work, and the ap
peals that come to us indicate a feeling 
almost of desperation, in view of the 
immense Held open, the vast debts al
ready incurred, the apathy of the 
churches, and the forced retrenchments. 
Brethren, let us study the situation fully 
and fairly in order that we may lay 
firmer hold on God the Holy Spirit, who 
is the Helper I Bad as the outlook may 
temporarily be, Christ is going to win 
the day and to win the world.

The Inaugural Ball and Address.

The letter of President-elect McKin
ley to the “Inaugural Committee” at 
Washington, begging them to dispense 
with the “ Inaugural Ball, ” is a remark
able expression of the Christian senti
ment of this country. It is as follows :

Canton, O., January 83. 
Inaugural Committee. Washington, D. C.

Oentlemen : It has come to my knowledge 
that you propose to expend something like 
$50,000 for what is known as the Inaugural 
Ball, to be held on the evening following my 
inauguration. While I appreciate fully the 
spirit that has prompted you to project a 
ceremonial of such magnitude, allow me to 
say, with the sincere hope that I will not bf, 
misunderstood, that It is unbearable for ir.e


