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FARM AND DAIRY

October 16, 1913

editor of Farm and
Dairy recently As
we  approached the

little school house,
we first noticed a
long string of rigs,

tied up to the fence;
the children’s fair
was evidently an
event of some im
portance in the com
munity, The exhibits

and there were
over 700 individual entries—were arranged in a
large tent in which the judges were still busy:
for ¢ class; far
keener than it is at the country fair conducted
by the older folks

T'he school grounds were crowded. The people
must have numbered between 450 and 500. They
were not all children either. Fully one-half wer
parents who were quite as anxious to hear the

inpetition was keen in every

results as the children themselves
b |

can come up to mine when it comes to growing

ss there is

no boy in Cavan township

was heard to re
mark. “Even his father says he never saw the
like of them. You can see his exhibit inside the
door to the right. He has over a bag from ju
14 seed potatoes. Ah, yes, he is quite a f

potatoes,”” one proud mother

mer.” This is only one of many similar excl

mations that we heard. Speculation was rife
how awards were
the big tent
children

ful ones

being distributed inside
Fach parent was certain that their
would be numbered among the success
POULTRY JUDGING VERSUS BASERALL

The exhibitors of poultry did not have to wait
so long to know results. The poultry crates were
wrranged outside the tent. The boys in their
crowded close around the judge and
ball game

eagerness

interfered with his movements, A bas

was started in an adjoining field, but this di
version, so cffectual at all other times, failed to
ttract now

‘Aren’t you going to that game?"’ asked the
judge. “Not much,” was the immediate answer
of the freckle-faced youngster who, hands in

pockets, had been standing with his eyes fixed
hopefully on one pen for fully half an hour
“1’d rather see wh
k

similar sentiments, for not one

at you're going to give those
And all might have expressed
moved. As the
ribbons were distributed various exclamations of
delight or dis But there
was no hard feeling. The children proved thems

is of mir

ippointment were heard

selves good losers.
But what a confusion when everyone was ad

mitted to the big tent Boys and girls, and

older people, too, were hurrving inevery dir-ct
tion trying to locate
the exhibit that in
terested them most
When sembl
ance of order had
been restored, the

some

speeches of the at
given
people

ternoon were

“We older
have nothing on the
children when it
comes to putting up
was the

a good fair
compliment paid by
one of the directors
of the Mi Il brook
Fair to his young
listeners. Mr. Road-
house, Deputy Min-
ter of Agriculture

From a photo by an aditor of Farm and Dairy ou

These Numerous Rigs Bear Furthe: Testimony to Rural School Fai
de the grounds ¢f the Cavan School, when the fair was in progress

been atching the  children at work all
summer Mr. R. S. Duncan, the district
representative, who had started the asso-
stood up and was accorded the
enthusiastic reception that he deserved
And then came a speech from Lawrence
Gray, a youngster of 10 years, but holding the
lignified nt of the Cavan
Rural School Fair Association; and this brings
up another phase of the school fair idea. The
fair is entirely under the management of officers
elected Ly the children themselves.
ach school elects a committee, with Presi-
dent, Vice-president, and Secretary. The elec-
s are put through in formal way, thus giving

ciation,

position of

id

Mangolds Grown by School Children
Will not these compare with the  best, anywhere? They at
tracted much attention at th ural School Fair in
Durham Co., Ont. —Photo by S oditor of Farm end Dairy.

the children training that will stand them in
good stead in later years, The executive of each
school then elects a delegate to the central body
that presides over all the schools in the township.
These delegates elect a President, a Vice-presi-
Treasurer, the others
central body, with
representative,

dent, a Secretary and a
acting as Directors. This
district
arrangements for the prize list and

the assistance of the
makes all the
conducts all business
They even attend to the financing, paying all ac
counts by cheque in a most businesslike man-
ner. The funds, by the way, are provided by
donations by public-spirited individuals
Yontinued on page 11

pertaining to the fair.

for Ontario, express-
ed similar ideas So
did the public school
inspector, who had

Here may
presen ﬂu and

One of the BestiFeatures of theSchool Fair is that the Children Manage It

be seen the youmul executive of m. Port mp l-n‘ of the School Fairs Assoclation.
e nesi Duncor d Mr, Illhll'cr“l’liol.
»

'y, seen In the
stiended n th lnul-l management of their towneh!

Popularity

Why Underdrain.

age Pays

D.E. Lothian, Peter
%o., O

How does drai
improve the cond
tions for pl }
growth? Just in th
same way th
moderm barr
proves the cond
of cattle, or a
ventilated, clear
Iry poultry pen produces birds of superior
ity. It is the increased sanitation of the
roundings that counts.

Moisture is only one of the many factors i
volved. The amount of moisture which
should cont for ideal conditions will
with the Sand which d
better than clay has not such a large cay
for water. We all know that a soil may be
too wet or too dry. The plant likes a soil
will mot waterlog, but one which will approxi
mately contain as much as it can hold in sponge
like fashion; in other words, as much as it ca
absorb and no more than it will absorb

A waterlogged soil is a soil the pore sp:
which is completely filled, while a soil
ideal state has only a film of water surrov
Such water is scient

nature of the soil

each soil particle

known as capillary water, because it ris

towards the surface of the ground and i
delivered to the roots of plants, This
ideal moisture condition

IMPORTANCE OF AIR SUPPLY

Another thing which plants absolutely r
if they are to grow to the best advantag
n at their root
gen being a part of fresh air, we must allow th
air into the soil. It cannot get in if the
there is only

generous supply of oxy

waterlogged. If, however,
of water on the earth particles, whicl
already stated to be the ideal moisture
then there will be plenty of room for air
as for water.
Without the
of crops we have a very insanitary condit
plants excrete poisonous by-products fre
roots.  When I say poisonous by-prod
mean by-products which if not removed
plants which create them
ances when they

supply of fresh air at tl

or injure the
of these poisonous subs

in contact with fresh air, change to mor
hence the benefit to the
Drainage and frequ

ous substances ;
plenty of fresh air
tivation are the two farm practices which
sponsible for supplying the
oxygen of the air.
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