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TRE CANADIAN THRESHERMAN AND FARMER. [ o Sliarll

Practical Talks to Threshermen

Conducted by PROFESSOR P. S. ROSE

TALK No. XXXI

In order to give a concrete mean
ing to some of the points discussed
in the last lesson, let us assume
an example and figure out the var-
ious items of expense connected
with the operation of a threshing
rig and, if possible, arrive at what
should be a reasonable price to
charge for threshing. It must be
borne in mind that the values which
I shall assume are liable to carry
in different sections of the country,
but the general treatment of the
subjects will be the same for all
sections. All that need be done to
make the results fit the local condi
tion is to insert the proper values
for labor, intcrest, etc., that obtain
in the given locality

We will assume that a thresher
man, located, say in North Dakota,
bought an outfit consisting of a
j0-horse power engine a 40x66
separator, with self fecder, weigher,
wind stacker, and main drive belt
Besides this he purchased two tank
pumps, two water tanks and a cook
car I'he total cost of the outfit,
after paying freight and equiping
the cook car, amounted to $4,000.
He had $400 to begin with and gave
four notes of $9oo each for the bal
ance, This first note was made
payable October first, after delivery,
and the other three notes ran one,
two and three years respectively,
falling due on October first of each
year. Interest was charged at the
rate of eight per cent. per annum
I'he rig was delivered on August
first and settlement was made on
that date

The average life of a threshing
outfit may be figured at eight years
The engine may last a little longer,
but the separator will probably not
last quite so long; so that an esti
mate of eight years is fairly liberal
and actually a little more than the
average for the section of the coun-
try where this thresherman lives
and where farm machinery does
not always receive the best of care

The average number of days of
acutal threshing will be about twen
ty-four. In some places it runs as
high as thirty days, and in other
localities eighteen or twenty days
will complete the season’s run

Following the custom of the
country, the thresherman will fur-
nish a complete crew, as follows,
and pay the scale of wages set forth
below

1 Engineer . $5.00 per day
1 Fireman 3.00 “ “
I Separator man 5.00 "
1 Water boy with

team . ....... 5.00 =
6 Bundle teams with

drivers 30.00 ° .
4 Spike pitchers 10.00 ‘
4 Loaders ... 10.00 “ “
L SOR vy i e §08 O
t Maper . ovioo 8000 ® ¥
20 Men Total—$78.00 per day

The cost of board for the men

will not be less than fifty cents.
per day, making an additional
charge of ten dollars per day, The
wages of the crew do not have to
be paid in wet weather when they
cannot work, but board must be
furnished regardless of the weath-
er, and it is an item of considerable
importance in wet seasons.

In the last lesson it was suggest-
ed that two dollars per day should
be charged to repairs. It 1s doubt-
ful if this is figured high enough.
With good luck the first year,
repair bills will be light, but after
that they will get larger each year
until the rig is worn out. In
regions where alkali is found in
large quantities in the feed water,
it makes flue repairs heavy. A
set of flues will last only about
four or five years and a new set
will cost about one hundred and
twenty-five dollars. It will thus be
seen that two dollars per day is
a low estimate for repairs

Oil for engine and separator will
cost about one dollar per day, and
incidental expenses another dollar
I'hese incidental expenses cover
such items as tools, waste, packing,
belting repairs and small extras.

We are now ready to consider
the total expenses and figure out
how much they amount to per day.
I'hese may be tabulated as follows:
Interest on $4,000 at eight

per cent ... «+. .9 320.00
Depreciation per year for

eight years . 50.00
['otal wages paid for 24

days at $78 per day .. 1,872.00
Total for board and crew

for 24 days .. 240.00
Total for repairs, oil, inci

dentals . .... . 96.00

Total expense for 24

days , .. ceeee .. 83,028 00
Total expenses per day .$ 126.16

The usual price for wheat thresh-
ing in this thresherman’s part of
the country is nine cents per bushel.
In order to meet expenses, there-
fore, without making any profit for
himself, he must thresh on an aver
age 1,402 bushels per day. This
average takes in account all delays,
time on the road, and time con-
sumed in setting. Working at this
rate, the thresherman would come
out exactly even at the end of eight
years, provided he had no bad
weather and no bad luck, on an
outfit such as I have described
However, he would have a good
deal of trouble meeting his notes
when they came due and would
have an extension of time on all
of them

Let us now see exactly how much
he must thresh each day in order
to meet his notes when they come
due, assuming, as before, that he
runs twenty-four days each season
and that running expenses are as
before indicated.

The debt of $4,000 was assumed

MICHIGAN LUBRIBATORS

Our Hot Stuff and Pepper Pod Lubricators

are guaranteed to maintain the oil at scalding
temperatures, in the most severe cold weather.

We want Threshermen to have a copy of our
catalogue free.

MICHIGAN LUBRICATOR CO.

Manufacturers, DETROIT, MICH.

OUR GOODS ARE JOBBED BY :
J. H. Ashdown Hardware Co.,, Winnipeg, Man.
Miller-Morse Hardware Co,, Winnipeg, Man.
The Canadian Fairbanks Co., Winnipeg, Man.
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Nothing Common Used but Sense
in the construction of our
LION Brand Rubber
Endless thresher
BELTS

Winnipeg Rubber
Company Limited
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