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present difficulties have the character of difficulties 
by the way ; we can then rise over trouble, how
ever felt. And our thoughts about God are not 
merely that He will help us in the circumstances 
in which we are—our hearts being fixed on Him, 
we live in the freedom that arises from the constant 
certainty that all that is Christ’s is ours.

It is important to have our minds fixed on the 
hope of glory which is set before us.

One form which unbelief takes is the not having 
this hope fresh on the mind. Supposing I had to 
live twenty years, the next thing to my heart ought 
to be the glory. In the children of Israel unbelief 
took many forms; one character of it was that 
“they despised the pleasant land." (Chap, xiv.31; 
Ps. cvi. 24.) Mow very often there is in our hearts 
practically, though not wilfully, the despising of 
the pleasant land. I am not speaking of any 
doubtfulness as to the land being ours. If there 
were something that a friend had given me as a 
great treasure, and I was sure of its being mine, 
and yet I looked at it but seldom and cared to 
think of it but seldom, this would be a proof (not 
of certainty respecting its being mine, but) that I 
despised the thing, that I had no real value for it. 
This is very often the way we treat the heavenly 
glory that belongs to us. We do not question the 
truth of the promises ; but, when our souls are not 

' dwelling upon and delighting in the glory that is 
set before us, there is a “despising of the pleasant 
land." It is too much the case with the saints.
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