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Written for The Canadian Philatelist. have met collectors to whom nothing gave such 
pleasure as a set of those worthless frauds the Ger
man locals. 1 would advise collectors to collect 
only postage stamps if they are making a general 
collection, but should they wish to specialize (that 
is, collect the stamps of only one or two countries), 
it is better to collect everything in the way of 
stamps ever issued by the said countries. F*or a 
beginner specialism is of little or 110 use, as never 
has a collector secured sufficient knowledge in the 
science of philately to decide intelligently which 
countries will prove the most advantageous to col
lect it is therefore advisable to collect from the 
world at large. When a collector has obtained 
some two or three thousand varieties he is then in a 
position to judge which countries he prefers to col-

A BEGINNER’S COLLECTION
!

BY W. J. SA BOURIN.

HERE has been much written upon the 
subject of stamp collecting, and how to 
start a collection, but we must admit that 
suggestions given by another on the sub
ject will always bring more or less light, 

or change the idea of those who are beginners. 1 
give below a few ideas of my own as to the best and 
most ad van tag' 
ploy in his coll

1

methods for a beginner to em- 
ection By the beginner I mean one 

whose collection consists of alxiut five hundred 
varieties. When I first heard of philately I thought 
that it would take a large sum of money to get 
some old stamps from the old country, but I fol 
lowed the rules given me by one who knew by ex
perience the proper way of collecting, and great 
benefit was derived from the instruction which he 
gave me.

A beginner should always learn from those who 
have been collecting a long time, and should never 
be afraid to asl: quêtions when in difficulty, if it 
w in his power to do so. It is a pleasure for an 
advanced collector to assist his younger collecting 
friends, and as a rule the older collectors are 
always willing to instruct you how to get along. 
Jf there are no other collectors in your town to 
whom you can apply for advice, a few lines writ
ten from time to time to the editor of some Phil- 
atelic paper will serve to enlighten you. Again 
let me urge the importance of reading your sta 
magaz'nes carefully, as much useful information 
can be picked up in this way. In starting, when 
you hear that philatelic papers are published in 
the interest r-f our hobby, you obtain the address 
of some publisher and send for a sample copy 
and in looking over it you will invariably find of
fers of dealers who will send for the small amount 
of ten cents one hundred different stamps, or for 
twenty-five cents one hundred and fifty to two 
hundred stamps. It is needless to state that you 
will not get for such a small price rare stamps, yet 
you will secure a variety which will give you a 
good start. Almost every day opportunities will 
be afforded you to add some new varieties to your 
collection, and when your collection reaches a cer
tain number you will find it to your advantage to 
obtain a few of the approval sheets of the cheaper 
class of some reliable dealer and make your pur
chases in this manner. Approval sheets are gener
ally sent out marked by catalog 
count of 40% or 60% allowed

Manv young collectors collect, regardless of 
what they are collecting. Revenue and postage 
stamps are one and the same thing to them. I

Regarding the choice of an album ; a blank book 
should always have the preference, when you only 
have a few stamps, and they should be arranged 
as tastily as possible. When beginning do not un
dertake to collect watermarks, perforations, 
shades and errors. Take only the ordinary varie
ties, us in your capacity of a beginner you 
neither profitably nor intelligently collect these 
sub-varieties, and at some later date will be plenty 
of time to employ yourself in studying your 

1 and find out that which you have neglected 
g your early days of collecting. I do not 

mean to criticise those who immediately on enter
ing the field throw themselves into the first rank, 
and become an advanced collector at once. There 
are few who have the talents or means to take 
such steps.

It is a good idea when you have a small collec
tion to buy your stamps in packets which can be 
obtained at a ve-y low price. After having selected 
therefrom those which you have not in your col
lection the duplicates can generally be exchanged 
among your friends for others which you need to 
complete your sets. A collection of a thousand 
varieties can thus be obtained at the cost of a 
couple of dollars. Although after passing the 
thousandth mark a collector is no longer consid
ered a beginner, yet I would advise him to con- 
tinue collecting in the same way until he reaches 
the two thousandth mark; then there is time 
enough to consider the advisability of becoming a 
specialist or anything else to which your mind 
may lead you. These few remarks, though crudely 
expressed and known to most collectors, may 
prove useful to many who are just entering in the 
ranks of collectors and for whom this article is 
written.
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In Luxemburg people wanting work have only 
to make application to the head of the post office 
department, to have their wants advertised in 
every post office in the grand duchy.


