
512 Resurrection

i
^

I

It 'I' "Hmi

Xekhludoff told him the old man was blaming the in-
spector for keeping men imprisoned.

" Ask him how he thinks one should treat those who do
not keep to the laws," said the Englishman.

Nekhludoff translated the question. The old man laughedm a strange manner, showing his teeth.
" The laws ? " he repeated with contempt. " He first

robbed everybody, took all the earth, all the rights away from
men, killed all those who were against him, and then wrote
laws, forbidding robbery and murder. He should have writ-
ten these laws before."

Nekhludoff translated. The Englishman smiled. "Well,
anyhow, ask him how one should treat thieves and mur-
derers at present ?

"

Nekhludoff again translated his question.
'' Tell him he should take the seal of Antichrist off him-

self," the old man said, frowning severely ;
" then there will

be no thieves and murderers. Tell him so."
" He is crazy," said the Englishman, when Nekhludoff had

translated the old man's words, and. shrugging his
shoulders, he left the cell.

" Do thy business and leave them alone. Every one for
himself. God knows whom to execute, whom to forgive,
and we do not know," said the old man. " Every man be hi.s
own chief, then the chiefs will not be wanted. Go. go !

" he
added, angrily frowning and looking with glittering eyes
at Nekhludoff, who lingered in the cell. " Hast thou not
looked on long enough how the servants of Antichrist feed
lice on men ? Go, go !

"

_

When Nekhludoff went out he saw the Englishman stand-
mg_ by the open door of an empty cell with the mspector.
asknig what the cell was for. The inspector explained that
It was the mortuary.

" Oh." said the Englishman when Nekhludoff had trans-
lated, and expressed the wish to go in.

The mortuary, was an ordinary coll. not very largo. A
small lamp hung en the wall and dimly lit up sacks and logs
of wood that were piled up in one corner, and lour dead
bodies lay on the bedshclves to the right. The first Ix^dy had a
coarse linen shirt and trousers on ; it was that of a tall man
with a small beard and half his head sliaved. The body was
quite rigid

; tlie bluish hands, that had evidently been folded
on the breast, had separated ; the legs were also apart and


