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I. To fliew mat righteoufncfs, i. c. piety and virtue advance

the profperity of a nation, and the happincfs of Individuals •, but

that fin and vice will ncccflarily bring on the mifcry and ruin of

both.

II. To point out the Methods by which righteoufncfs may be

promoted, and thereby tlie welfare of a nation infured.

III. And laftly, to make fuch practical obfervatlons as natural-

ly rife from the whole, and are applicable to our ftate and fitua-

tion.

I. The truths contained in the firft propofition, are fo obvious

in themfelves, fo confonant to rcafon and fcrlpture, and fo fully

evinced by the difpenfations of God, and the hiftory of mankind,

that any neceflity of proving them feems to be precluded. And

this would certainly be the cafe, did not mankind disregard, and

by their condud feemingly disbelieve, thofe truths. It is in

this as in other fimilar cafes, where acknowledged principles have

partly loft their 'influence, reminding us of thofe principles may

ftimulate us to the difcharge of the duties arifing from them.

Piety and virtue advance the profperity of a nation, by fecur-

ing the favour and bleflings of Almighty God, and by their in-
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