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PRESIDENT JEFFERSON'S COURT 7

with none," he was in effect formulating a poh'cy.
But all this was in the womb of the future.

It was mary weeks before Jefferson took up his
abode in tue President's House. In the interval
he remained in his old quarters, except for a visit

to Monticello to arrange for his removal, which
indeed he was in no haste to make, for "The Pal-
ace," as the President's House was dubbed satiri-
cally, was not yet finished; its walls were not fully
plastered, and :t still lacked the main staircase—
which, it must be adm'Lted, was a serious defect
if the new President meant to hold court. Besides,
it was inconveniently situated at the other end
of the straggling, unkempt village. At Conrad's
Jefferson could still keep in touch with those mem-
bers of Congress and those friends upon whooc ad-
vice he relied in putting "our Argosie on her Re-
publican tack," as he was wont to say. Here, in
his drawing-room, he could talk freely with prac-
tical politicians such as v Larles Pinckney, who had
carried the ticket to success in South Carolina and
who might reasonably expect to be consulted in
organizing the new Administration.

The chief posts in the President's official house-
hold, save one, were readily filled. There were


