
IMHODI (TORY LKTTEIl

i

U'iminolouy and tli« subject iiiattir of tli.. volunii' It tlji-, n ;il)-.ent th«> ><>nsn of pru-
puition U wantinn, important mattt-rj are apt, to lif ^liyhtci] aud tritlini; omm uivku
too much spacp The lit-neral Index, hoinn th<> work nS ont> man only, and U>ing
cnmpilod, not from the indt<ie. of tbo st-paratu voliimps. hut Inim tb« t«>it of tbo
R<<IM)rt!( tlnmsolvii). is uniform in plan throm;h )ut, and is inadi< with ;ui adequate
knowludau of »;i'olosi.v, minrTalocy, pala'ontolony, nn talhjr^y, niininK and th-! otbtT
•I i»nc«s and subji-fH whiih form tbo bulk of tbo matter rontaim-d in tdc sevoral
U( ports. In v.mo mt-asuro it ii nioro than an index ; it is a Humniary i>f tb4> i.iforma-

tion nhiib thi' H>-|iorts rompri,. md will, it is hoped, by makin){ tho results obtainei*
by the Hureaii more aeresalble, ri^ndi r them more useful.

It will probably bo i^jund that the Imlex contain- miMfiikes. The reports themselve*
»ro not froo from mistakes. Krrors creep in throuch defects of memory manuserijit
anil prool'-reailini: Statements accepted in Kood fa-tb at seeond-lnind. wd.n traied to

their oriuinal source, are found to have bei'n incorrectly quoted ,ir coii.l. nsid, and
errors of tact occasionally occur lor which reasonable explanation is nantinL.'. Evru
broken or imperfect type or incorrect .spellini; may lead to inaccuriiiy of statement.
Mill liiiie-set type is prolific oi iiiaicuracus, since the lorrectiori of one printer's error,
evpocially if the number of lines be increased or dimini^l.ed. may niee-^itate the re-settinu
of a nbolo para;.;raph, in wbiib Iresb errors may bo made, requiring fresh i orrectioas.

riie Bureau's Reports have one and all been prepared, edited and proof-read, \rtth

much care, and the number of error-, small and jireat, is probably not in oxiesa of

what would be found in any other sixteen volumes of similar (haracter. Wherever
possible, errors in orthography or nomenclature have been corrected in tho Index. If

mistakes are detected in tho Index itself, the Hiirpaa will be glad to be notified of

them, .so that tiny may be rectified in any subsi-quent edition.

The earlier volumes of the Bureau are entirely out of print, and indeed this is

the case with many of tho later volumes as well. The only report of which any con-

siderable number of cjpics remains on hand is the Tenth, printed in 1901. .\n extra
edition was published for distribution at the I'an-.\meriean Kxposition, held at

Buffalo, N.Y., in that .year, of which some hundreds are still left.

Tho Bureau has from the beeinninp; supplied its .'eports to jl considerable number
of public and educational institutions, such as ^i^iversities, technical colleges,
ongineerinfj societies, etc.. not only in Canada, but also in the I'nited States and
Great Britain, so that full sots of its volumes may bo consulte<i in many, if not all,

of the leading cities and centres of the mining industry in t! se countries To all
such copies of the General Index will be sent. It is no longer possiiij* to sipply full,
or even reasonably complete sets of the reports, but tl; Uirea'i will \^ glaii

gaps in public and private librp.ries to tho extent of , ability

Owing to the fact of the earlier volumes beint.' ,ijcult to pr < iire,

been made more complete than A-ould otherwise have been deemed neces-
hope that tho information suiiplied may, in many cases, be a usofii' ^ih=^

that contained in tho volumes them.selves.

The edition ' -the General Index is limited to one thou-sand cop^.s
linen cloth.

It only remains to say that the author of tho Index, Mr, Frank if
Ottawa, has performed his task with rare assiduity, diligence and succis, i»li-

firations for the work have proven all that could be desired.

Your obedient servant.
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Office of the Bureau of Mines,

Toronto, 26 .Tanuar.f, 1909.

THOS. W. GIB.SON

Deputy Ministor


