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seon the C'luircli as Iho tiiliu'ss nf iIk> risoii aiul ^\oi

Christ, to the depths uhorvK'rsKV fouiul its, the than
s»> unspeakably ^jreat tlial he eaii only exelaim, "

you !
" \\s even such as you. are the present sharei

this exahalion. Me then proeei ds to describe the pre
by which the njij;ht\ work is ilone.

I. WiiAi riiKv wiKi:: Oik Si.\m: uv N'atikk (\s.

U'/u'n \f -.vifT ih'iui through yo/tr /fr\/nixsts (tiui

Phis is no mere fij^ure o( speech. I le does not mean ti

tliat they were in danj^^er ot death. They were dea
not hy means ot their trespasses and sins, for it was
these that caused their death ; it was rather their d
that caiisetl their sins. The meanin^r is, that it was ii

sp^'ct to trespasses and sins that they were dead,
utterly insensible were they to all spiritual life, that
did not appear to be sin. They could recoj^nize som
the f^'rosser forms o( crime and immorality and inju«

towards their fellow men, but as to the sin of disobedie
to God, and disrej^^ard of His rij^^hteous claims, it hat
place in them. It is an awful mark of deadness,
men can sin with ease. If we were fully alive, we sh«

shrink back in horror from every wilful disrej^-ard to
holy will of Ciod.

And this condition of death is the natural state oi

all. Spiritual thinyfs make no impression upon us,

awaken in us no interest. We are very much aliv«

the world of sense. We can talk fluently of business
politics, oi social alVairs, and even o\' the external-

religion. But when the subject is the inner life,

relations to God and the life to come, we are sil(
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