i : : ant Secretary
McComie is a tall man pmstnpes w1th ashock
‘ - "law and the fact th

e ha yd a hkable mann

by the mternecme d1sputes

1at a change is in the wind. -
came the second rankmg officerin 1980 because
)l the incumbent Secretary—General .Alejandro Orfila,
in difficulty in his bid for a second term, and

became a natural ally. The South and Central'

American countries had a plethora of candidates and solu-
ions, but.only McComie could deliver a solid bloc of votes.

alan who’ had ‘held the Assistant’s job-simply
: ; hen Orﬁla and McComie began to -

> the ards"

respect.of the other

and accommodatmg m He has good connections in
) es and- Venezuela where he also
-served as ambassador He is expenenced in mternat1onal

~affairs and is a quick learner.

o Insiders expect McCom1e to be elected Secretary-
-~ General in the next scheduled election in 1984, or to accede

" tothe post if Orfila resigns before'then. And if he does get

the top job, his tenure will be both a cause and a symptom
~of profound change. The paralysis that has-inhibited the
~OAS — 'for instance, its bureaucratic inability even to

- . discuss the question of El Salvador on a formal basis —

- would surely be quickly gone. McComie has behind him a
~ solid group of backers on.whom he can rely for votes whén

' he needs them. With 18 Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking

countries, there are already 14 other members Or prospec-

- tive members And to the latter list, one may add St. Kitts
- and Nevas(UN members already), ‘the Netherlands Anti-
- lles and the great behemoth of the North, Canada. ~

Lo Q What is the 51gn1ﬁcance of the fact that you are the first
individual from the Commonwealth to hold a top OAS
. position? Lo :
- Mr. McComie: Well the countnes of the Commonwealth
Caribbean had not been members of the OAS prior to 1962

so:that our presence here and the ability to make some
»1mpact on the other members of the. Orgamza’uon dates
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d'fpowerless by the “doctrine of non—mterven—"i' -
‘protected some of the worst despots in h1s-4 .
elghbours then the rise of McCom1e may '

'C'do ‘with his fluent Spanish

rhaps as’ Enghs‘ "sp kingme

Imght be dominated by th
, berkof the Orgamza’aon 't

was our tradmon of espect

country '

‘Q: The OA

hispanic. -

" Mr. McComie: °

in very small ways even w1th respec

) documents in the Enghsh language

-Q: Pohtlcally, s there sig

original Charter members.

Mr. McComie:  -Yes, there is

sense that we, the coi'mt'ries fr

Caribbean, have shown a: great degre f

standing that if we tried to flex’ OUI Musc
Organization we might give rise to

very much aware when we joined the Organizati
history, our culture, our language, one might eve; ,
political traditions, made us distinct from Latin Anjerica;- .
Yet we did not insist that we should be added as a separate 1
element coming into the Organization. For about 15 years,
we accepted their definition of us as. bemg part of La
America. S ¢

English language gammg on Spamsh »

- Q: Some of your recent members are St. Luma Domm—

ica, Antigua & Barbuda. St..Vincent & The Grenadmes

“and The Bahamas. Guyana and Belize are later pos-

sibilities if you make a Charter change. I'see the traditional
hispanic countries plus Brazil, adding up to somethin glike
20'members and when I count up the others including the
English-speaking Caribbean, Haiti and Surinam; - which
generally vote with the Enghsh-speakmg countrles;- thi
new bloc is close to a majority, orat least a parity. .

Mr. McComie: Again, there was this.initial fear that,

somehow or other there would be a bloc of Commonwealth" LR
Caribbean countries that would, by exercising their votesin =
“a. monolithic way, be ‘able to dommate the Orgamzatxon E
but again the proof of the pudding has been'i in the-eating "~~~
and experience has shown that the Caribbean countrles doiv
_not necessarlly Vote asa bloc: We have also come to recog—. L

ay our



