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ipower., To 'the end of its days
| Mr. Meighen’'s administration
conitinued to avail jitself sin times
of peace of what was known as
the War Measures ‘Act, a general
law which gave to the executive
powers .dntended for use only in
“bime of war and with fhis instru-
ment sought to earry . 1 govern-
man' more or o fferent to

tb{' 1 C(,m,
mons, toeratic ]

Iweapon, the use of . which he?
|found wholly congenial, Mr.
| Meighen having usurped the pow-
ers of government and having no
'mandate \vll‘éﬂt@gr___ﬁ'om the peo-
ple of Canada, continued to carry
on g ment with the aid of an
overwhelming Tory majority in
the Senate.  Parliamehi, during
his short term of office became
wthus to all smtents and purposes
meérely a name. Important ad-
ministration which should have
been the subject of special legis-
lation were regulated by Order-
in-Council under general powers
given by bhe War Measures Acit.
Monies which should have been
appropriated by special vote of
the Commons and used only for
the specific purpose carefuily de-
fined ,were taken out of general
votes, such as the vote for de-
mobilization, and used for de-
fraying expenditures incurred in
an endless variely of ways.
this has been changed. Indeed,
it has since not infrequentiy been
a rebuke to me at the hands of

Mr, Meighen and his friends, that |

before bringing down our legis-
laive proposals we seek 1o ascer-
tain the will and the wish of the
House of Commons ; that instead
of being, as our predecessors
were, an autocratic execulive, we
Ihave become what in fact every
!minislry should be, a Commiitiee
iof Par:iament, deriving ils pow-
i eps froum and being Ire=ponsiio
tio ‘the people through their ciec-
| ted represenfatives. Our changed
lattitude as,a govérnment itowards

_ the membership and personnel of |

! the House of Commons has been
!\ the first of the circumstances
whiich has won for us ‘the confi-
dence and support of the great
majority of its numbers, most of

P i

{whom have been quick to recog-

All

| which

| curred by the government which
I preceded ours.

| war and demobilization accoun!

‘nize that the aim underlying all
, our policies regardless allogether
- of ‘the political labels ‘we may,
fwear is to give force and effect to
. the Will of the people as it finds |
:gxpression in ‘the elected Cham- |
“ber,
| ; v §
| The Problem of our National |
/ Finances. |
i While from a constitutional|
i point of view the relation of this,
‘our first proliem underlay all!
a the rest, the task was not so dif-:
{ficult. Its determination lay|
. fortunately with the will to do, iin |
!t oither words entirely with our-'
iselves. It was for us to seek!
to govern apart from the will of,
the House, or to seek out that!
will and give it the largest pos-!
sible effect. Being Liberals at
heart as well as in name we chose |
the 'latter course. The second

i problem was a much more diffi-l
| cult and knotty one. = Indeed, it
was as difficult a problem any[
¢ with which an admin fion

i could be confronted. *Thail was

ithe problem of our mnational.
; finances, |
|| The Capital Cost of the War Left
| as a Legacy of Debt.

When we took over the admin-

lislration of affairs - the publie

y debt of Canada had reached the,
| highest point in the history of the,
| eountry.. Nothing of 1like propor-!
{tions had even been dreamed of,
i let alone conceived, in the years{
 immediately preceding. In ‘the
ma'in, the increase, of course, was
due fo the war and not a liftle of |
lit wgs due to the manner in'
the ware ‘was financed
expenditures were in-

[ ]

whiech

Are you aware
that the whole of the capital cost
of the war, that is to say, so far
as Canada is concerned, was left |
by the preceding administration
"as a burden to be borne in its en-|
tirety by . succeeding govern-
menst ?  That is the legacy we
inherited, which has thwarted and
which will continue to thwart at
every turn. Let me explain more
ieclearly what I mean. The total
| eost of the war—and in the cost
tof the war I include the cost of
‘demobilization — expenditure on

{from 1914 to 1920 was met by
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