
* December 4,1969
I

Excalibur

Excalibur '* •* *- nof show it can boar discus-

Ramblings on York’ rights reports-
pr«!*„;iTTr!uXdiSSra'„hde 2*JmUemeVs M orrec,. 
responsibilities finally made 7ts reoort J' , ? ,n Number, 1967, two
Huge, isn't it. It takes an hour and a^half ^cPorters from the Glendon weekly Pro
lor a quick read-through about four hours WiMiJ^P mterviewmg board chairman 
to do the job once intensively ^ham Pears°n Scott for a feature they

It is unfortunate—for most of us at ®re domg on York s board of governors. 
York-that the report was made public at mter(v'ew’ Scott mentioned a
th.s time of the year. If it had come out w' th,at w(a!, then ^oing on at the
about a month or so earlier, then presided Umvers'ties of Toronto and McGill over a
Murray Ross would probabfv have .t<a|uroVerS'al.artlcle that had aPPeared in
received the feedback that he apparently ^ T newspaPers- Scott was in­
wants. y censed at the way the authorities at both

Unfortunately, most copies of the report urnversities were waffling and fumbling
w.ll probably gather dust wherever most r he thou.gbV In disposing of the com
of us deposited them with a vague promise ™'frSy, dmfkly and efficiently, with the
to read them after writing those three A publ,c,ty-
exams or marking that hum seminar's At that time, Scott-still board chair- 
es;says- man sa'd that such goings-on must never

However perhaps the president and his at York To that end, Scott said that
friends-on the board of governors won’t be n be nexl meeting of the board he was 
too sad it there are no extensive alter- gomg to recommend that some sort of
natives and/or criticisms posed. «mmiittee be set up to look into discipline
Evidently, Ross and York chancellor matters at this university.
irnf rR Chalr!iers are b°th on Cloud 9 over We|l, surely, York’s crusty old leader 
mLn f°rt /\pparently. Ross sees it as a got his way and in February, 1968 Ross
Sr and d°CUm,e!lt’ CVen his,oric in its du,y set UP the rights committee under
import and originality—even to the point Rora Laskin.
satne,Laskin committee members report 
of looking upon it as the crowning gem of 
his 10-year career at York.

Near the beginning of the report it says-
sav mf,°n,imiUee thinks jt aPPropriate to 
say that it was not called into being bv the 
president because of 
looming emergency.

How^ërahere isSëpmülem oTumeTnd 

nclination, the report was worked on for 
18 months and systematic and sound
weekend ^ be pUt together over a

happy was that it had representation from 
all three estates of this community. Un- 
ortunately, that type of thinking cost 

Louis his head inlhe French Revolution of
m?™Tr’ does not mean that 

LXLALIBUR legitimizes the report. The 
document was damned from its inception, 
the nub of it comes down to this: The 
members of this community were nevèr 
asked whether or not they wanted such a 
far-reaching (timewise and lengthwise) 
investigation into their rights and 
responsibilities. We were merely told that 
-such a committee was going to exist and 
that we were lucky enough to have 
students represented on it.

munuT Tth thH W°rkers of this com- 
York and n vy d°n 1 play ‘heir part at
wouldn^ëbe habitable^fter a^eelf There 
were no workers on the commuée

mwM WCre ‘b®. women of this corn-
fa cult v nr Whether student- worker, 
faculty or, yes, even the board this
ThevmUhaty ,S ab°Ut 50 per cent female 

hey have an entirely different ner
men Th0" nghtsand responsibilities than 
men. There were no women on the

‘üérighUo comrS;
whS'd^afSr “S POSSible' lhi"8s

com-

S7h=^m^^

Nt 0ne final point should be made about thP
Now although no one will admit that Ihf0^ general Despite all the critiques 

York is democratic, the influence of a ^ reality of the recommendations^will 
slightly less undemocratic outside com- ?h'y ,.,)etorm.' clear when a situation arises
mumty, plus a highly politically- bf de™ands use of the court system and 
sophisticated community at York, points £ turn',dlscussi°n and decisions based on 
strongly away from the type of dictatorial inn?°n 5V' of ,he rights report-whether 
decision-making that accompanied the PPi oved by Ross with revision or without 
birth and development of this report. Next week EXCALIBUR will print if it’s
sii™?!was mean"° clar''y the facts of the Sf”?' ?, """I1"- of the con-

we are working in. “"derlymg

The purpose of revealing the forgoing 
was merely to illustrate the cooperative 
work relations between the more senior 
members of the York community.

The rights report can certainly stand a 
great deal of criticism. If EXCALIBUR 
can muster enough people interested ir 
taking time to write

any existing or

on the report, then

Songmy expresses U.S. report.

imperialismI he calculated slaughter of the in­
nocents of Songmy, the tiny South Viet­
namese hamlet of the lyric name, is 
neither a mistake nor an aberration 
neither a temporary moral lapse on tte 
part of weary GIs nor the debased sadism 
of a few perverts.

The murder of more than 500 civilian 
residents of Songmy-children in arms, 
women and men—is the quintessential 
expression of U.S. imperialism and racism 
directed toward 
South Vietnam.

Songmy is all of South Vietnam “C”
Unhed stated" "’Vad"'8 a™y ,rom the

The attack

holding a small child in one arm 
another child in the other, walking toward 
us. says the former combat photographer
slîlLht^en,Th C°nCrete evidence of the 
slaughter. They saw us and they were
pleading. The little girl was saying ‘No
oTtoe St The" °f = sudfkn f'bursi
Ot tire and they were cut down ’’

Songmy is all of South Vietnam, 
makes Songmy distinct is that for 
victims of imperialist aggression are 
given faces. There are photographs There 
are eyewitnesses. Bui how different i! 
ongmy from the thousands of tiny 

hamlets obliterated by U.S. bombs and
fH°W d'fferent are ^ residents of 

s gmyvfr?m the more than one-million 
i ou | Vietnamese civilians murdered 
'a,'gt'ly.by U-8 firepower? How different 
are the few shocked and maimed survi

of shocked and^imed6 suëdvïsï uT f<*?’ housing’ educat<on and the
aggression? °rs 01 UX nght to freedom, the ruling class orders

i Lidice

Lidice remember, the Nazis only shot the J^' y’ a î"üLed by the drum rolls of 
men. The Nazis, of course, went on to Pftriot'sm and hidden behind the artificial 
slaughter millions of children, womeë and Ef*' °f U S affluence’ “C” Company 
men-but is this any different from the robs and slaughters
genocide perpetrated upon the people of teha,f of the American Way of Life.
ailv Hinlby fU S ™peria,ism? And is it But because Songmy was made ac 
dh-ec? ’ K?flly’ from the more in- gently visible, because it acquired a
UDon thp h SaUbtje genocide committed face, because it was evident tha^some of
pressed of m mdll0ns of the op- the petty norms of war had been violated
mfserv hLJZ °?d Who are bo™ to ' . Thou shall not murder a child âï anv

y» hunger and want to satisfy the distance less than 100 varrfc”) ertrirï ^
economic interests of a capitalist ruling now spoken of as an atrocitv H 'S
aÎkU t soennëP°n d”mmating half the earth sobers are being investigated CoMre^
luxury? m P t0 6XtraCt profit and maynCf°n,duC,t bearmgS “to get to the bot
grotesque 'and’ u rhe|°r'C but a fact- as and ‘er'ture 'thcmselvc^betwe^n dein

mvadmgSœSy S T' are " d0i"g ‘° 0UrSe,Ve5?" '

m green fatigues or business ^ suits ” consciousness Songmy must
whether they come to “preserve it h T baLtlecry- bu( not Songmy of
democracy" or to “increase9 foreign Son^mv^. 1^' fSongmy of the moral lapse,
trade -have penetrated the third world abh^m H° sadists- Unless we are
I hey come in their different garments able to depict the tragedy of Songmy in its
with their different slogans to protect The context, as the logical, brutal
economic and political interests of US ra c ism ^u/e X ^ ^ °f imPeria,ism and
capitalism. hdLamj We sha have utterly failed the

And when they meet resistance, when nëonle^h* milIions [>f oppressed, poor
he people of an oppressed nation demand Soëgmv sS.thv^P» lbe tmy ham,et of
he right to self-determination, to 8 y’ South V,etnam

What
once the

one hamlet in ravaged

over, a half-million strong 
on Songmy by “C" Company 

was an attack on the oppressed peoples of 
the world by the oppressor 

“I remember this man distinctly.
vors
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— From Guardian

Found at our door
Sir:

terest?’’16 qUestion: “Why the lack

One main reason is that students at York 
have resigned themselves to their lack of 
influence and control at this university
tang1 thëe LaS Repoh^ln U

oteiont”'"1 S,i" toVe 11,6

the York University Act.
I* or students, the report lays out rules 

regulations, guidelines, and intricate court 
systems. From the administration 
politely requests “self-limitation’ 
ear willing to listen”.

Jskm Report cÏÏT^eTprodicted" 

™hnbJ a,g,h Cons:,dering the fact that only 
D resent pH tîfîh °f them by students) were

It" ŸorknëreSUrPriSing that many students 
readinï fhf W ?° umore interested in

Snï-ôtrSir ‘hey
effects on the lives of all students one haf

of in­
sherry
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