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became this long haired old codger on

We do have bits and ﬁiems_of the
; like the familiar white bearded
&i man with lots b:zkgifm %f.fmitu:*
nties, dating to Pirapus of
Virgil and Petronius. And the early .
Christians who exchanﬁd gifts on
new year's day would tell their little
ones that the Christ child had left the
resents the eve before (the German
Er’s i is derived from Krist
Krindli which means Christ child).
And in nations children still

await for their trinkets on new year's
eve.

" But as far as St. Nicholas and
Christmas, well, children would leave

) il 1

‘mythical

Regular shipments of

out their shoes (later to be replaced by
stockings which could hiold more loot)
on the eve of December sixth in hopes
that the patron saint of children

would leave them some treats. Some

chea nt in an attempt to cut
dm’vfl P.;tel handouts ,mimbably

mated the two lvf givi
occasions into one, and old Saint Ni
made his rounds 19 days later.

The modern Santa Claus came to

America via the Dutch immigrants,
who left traces of the god Wodden
of harvest and elements) on the
Christmas  personna.
Washington Irving first associated
the laughing holiday figure with the
Russian patron saint, and in 1822
Santa as we know was born thanks to
the poem “A Visit From St. Nicholas”

British magazines and periodicals

k8920 - 112 St., HUB Mall — 433-0733

(Twas the night before Christmas) by
Clemant Moore. And the fur-

_trimmed bearded old man was im-
-mortalized in a cartoon by Thomas
Wast in 1863. -

‘And the story surrounding San-
ta's crawling down chi s probably
dates back to early Christian days
when the people followed the o
pagan cistom of cleaning the chimney
on new year's eve in hope that good
Juck would descent. And if Santa isn't
good luck what is? Well he should be
thankful that the custom wasn't to
clean out the sewers.

Well no matter where many of
these customs originated from it still
doesn't alter the fact that Christmas is
still the most celebrated and vibrant of

‘all the holidays.

No enlightenment

for the blind

Darkness never relieved

PETERBOROUGH (CUP)—
Imagine darkness.  Imagine not
reading but listening to this article on
a tape recorder as one story among
others in an essentially auditory un-
iverse.

Now imagine being told that this
essential channel to the outside world
w;g be silenced by the academic year's
end. :

For the 120 blind and print-
handicapped students across Ontario
who use the Audio Library facilities
based at Peterborough’s Trent Un-

rule in Poland lest we forget.

“Friends of Solidarity” & The Polish Culture Society invites
you to a presentation of the film:

The Birth Of Solidarity

A docudrama by the BBC recounting the events leading to

thg birth of Solidarnosc.

MONDAY, 13 DECEMBER 1982

7:30 pm

Tory (Turtle) Auditorium (Saskatchewan Drive)
Admission Free

; LECH WALESA IS FREE!
Martial Law may be lifted, but it is still one year of military

(19:30)

[s 2 months’salary
“too much to spend for something
 thatlasts forever?

If you had to put a price on a priceless moment, 2 months’
salary is just about where you should be. Because that's what a
beautiful diamond engagement ring should be worth nowadays.
And that's not a lot, when you consider it's the one thing your
fiancée will wear every day of her life.

It comes down to a question of priorities. And
what's more important than the woman you love?

*

A diamond is forever.

iversity, this scenario is not merely a
dark exercise of the imagination but
an encroaching reality—the result of
the Ontario government’s decision to
withdraw much of the program's
funding by May.

The program, begun in 1973,
relies on Trent student volunteers to
read books into tapes and mail the
cassettes out On request.

Audio Library users learned last
spring that the Ontario Ministry of

lleges and Universities will
withdraw $33,000 of the library's
$133,000 budget in May 1983. They
were reluctant tctur nthe decision into
a public issue, hoping that quiet
lobgying of the government would
work. :

It didn't.

So now they are taking their case
to the media, hoping to pressure the
government to change its decision.
CBC radio and the Toronto Sxn have
already picked up on'the story.

And a print-disabled University
of Toronto professor is launching an
action with the Ontario Human
Rights Commission, alleging that
cutting or closing the service will
effectively eliminate disabled
students’ rights to a post-secondary
education. :

Most of the current budget comes
from the Vocational Rehabilitation
Service (VRS) of the Ministry of
Corrections and Social Services.

Audio Library staff have long
chafed under VRS regulations. Each
student who wishes to use the service
is required to demonstrate financial
need, to prove they are legally blind
and to demonstrate they have a clear
occupational goal.

hese rules exclude the print-
disabled, such as those who can see but
are physically unable to turnthe pages
of a book.

The library refused to restrict
tape-borrowing to those who meet
VRS criteria, which left it with a
financial deficit. The MCU came
under media pressure-to bail themout
during the 1981 election—also the
Year of the Disabled—and decided to
extend temporary funding to keep the
library running until a decision on
permanent funding could be made.

The government has suggested
that Ontario universities fund the
program cooperatively, but they are
already severely squeezed.
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Co-operative

*A Real Food
Alternative”

® Bulk grains,
nuts & beans
® Organic produce
® Vitamins & Herbs
® Tofu & yogurt
® Books &
magazines

20% discount for
co-op members

Non-members
Welcome

Close to Campus at:

8532 - 109 Street
Phone: 433-6807

Hours'

Mon 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Tues. - Fri. 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sat. 9 am. to 6 p.m.

Wediresd.y, December o, 1932




