
CANADIAN COURIER

down tlie St. Lawrence ta Montreal in barges for 13/2 cents. This
would lie 2ý/ cents ta Montreal as against 5 cents ta New York. Yet
MontIreal refuses ta agitate for an improved Welland Canal.

W ITH a new Welland Canal, Canadian steamers would'carry
Canadian grain ta a Canadian part at :24 cents less than grain

can be carried ta New York. Without a new Welland Canal, the
grain rate ta Montreal is equal or a little higlier tlian ta New Yark
via Buffalo. Canadian grain-carriers and tlie business men of Mont-
real seem ta be'asleep. Tliey do nat seem ta get these facts. thor-
auglily in tlieir minds. They are allawing tlie American steamers
and American railways ta beat tliem in a traffic whicli sli ould, be
entirely Canadian.

This Georgian Bay Canal bee seems ta have gat inta Canadian
bonnets ta sucli an extent tliat comman-sense is paralysed. This
wili-o'-tlie-wisp is leading tliem into disaster. *The purely fanciful is
obliterating the real. They are losing 'a wanderfulypoial rd
because tliey are so busy talking about a fancéiful s5cheme worked up
by cantractors who are anxiaus ta have the Canadian Goi erniment
spend anaother $150,000,60o0. Wliat will it profit Montreal ta get a
Geargian Bay Canal in fifteen years, if in the mecantime it hases a
valuable trade?

S UPPOSE the Canadian West has i50,000,000 bushels ta export,
an the average, during the next ten years. Tlie freiglit on that

fromn Fort William taO Liverpool, including insuirance, will amaunt ta
about 9 cents a bushel. That means $i3,5oo,ooo a year, ta be divided
among Canadian railways, lake grain-carriers, and steamers sailing
out of Montreal. Is that thirteen and a haîf million dollars a yea r
ta go ta American vessels, American railways and steamers sailing
out of New York?

Here is $135,00O,000 in freighit on western wheat to lie earned in
the next ten years ; and yet the Canadian vessel-owniers and the
business men of Montreal are willing ta sacrifice it, or a large portion
of it, because they are afraid ta advocate enlarging the WXelland Canal.

Why do they take such an infantile attitude? In the first place,
they seem to think that deepening the Welland Canal might help
Toronto and Kingston and Prescott. True it miglit, and why shouldn't

it? Again they think it miglit help Oswego and Ogdensburg; and
perhaps it would. Again, the owners of the small lake vessels capable
ofgoing tlirougli the present Welland Canal are afraid it miglit put
.their, present v'essels out of business, and perhaps it would. None of
these reasons will carry mucli weigyht with a reasonable man. They
are so trivial that they should flotcause Montreal ta liesitate for a
moment. A- new and enlarged Welland Canal will help al! tlie por ts
on Lake Ontaria, but it will most of ail make Montreal the grain
port of Nortli America. It will. ensure Montreal being able ta coin!-
pete always and forever wîth New York, Philadelphia and Bostoni.
It will give Montreal within tliree years a result which the Geol7gian
'Bay Canal could flot give lier in ten years.

MISSIONARY1' FUNDS

G~ RE AT BRITAIN is'being ýasked ta contribute to-"The Arch-
bishop's Western Canada Fund" for the support of missi0flarie3

in the newer districts of the Dominion. The Prince of Wales bas
contributed $2,oooý and, the total fund lias already reaclied $70),O'
Canada should be grateful ta the people of Great Britain for ti
kindly practical interest in the important work of providing rehigiO"5
instruction and general social influences for the haosts of new-co0nr
wlio are settling beyond tlie reacli of the present religions in5;tit1tiO»'*

It must, also -beý apparent tliat the people of Canada are ul4oVr
tunately nat in a position ta meet t1heir own social and religiaus needs
Tliis is due ta the unfortunate circumstance that aur religiaus leadr
tliink tliat there, is more glary for the Cliurch in sending funds t9
China, japan and India than in sending mioney ta be spent anOng
tlie scattered citizens along the forefront of aur own exteniding CI"-~
munities. The yaung clergyman who -decides ta go ta Asia W
proselyte tlie heathen is a liera; the youngrman wlio decides ta fallQw
in the footsteps of Archhishiop Langevin, Father Lacombe, E.
Young, Dr. Robertson and Bishpp Strinýger is only perforining >

ordinary duty. It is strange liow i ur views of these services ha"'
become warped. N0eFurther, it is unifortunate that the Laymnen's MissionaryM0-
nient tends ta canfirm tliese warped views. One would expect th
laymen ta have commonsense views of things, even if the clergy ha-le
gonie wrong. Tliat the Anglican archbishops find it necessary to
appeal ta the laymen of Great Britain, ratl3er than to the lay Ien of
Canada, is a severe criticism of tlie general Canadian attitude toaa1s
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