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the bede and. swept the flors. The
bouse iooked as well, tbat day 'as if
Maggie had been keeping house ber-
BALf

When chore time .came ho did net
know wbat to do about thé chiidren,
but decided to take them with him
agamn.

.He did net. know that Maggie ai-
'ways put them to bed before she went
outaide te, work. Be bad just com-
menced to milk, when one of th& cows
cauglit ight of ber caif and 'Wnt to
bawling.

SThis etartleil- the baby, and lie com-
meneed -toecry Iustily. John tried te
quiet bim, but it was of no, use.

He set the pails in the manger and
took the chiidren te the house. He put
the eider two in bed, and then sat down
and soon rocked the baby te sleep.

"WeIi, I 'wish I1 had thouglit of this
way firet," hie thouglit to himself," but
I can't expeet te know it ail at once.'?

Bv the time lie had finished with his
cliores, ho was quite tired, for it was
getting late. Se tting the supper dishes
aside, ho went te lied.

Josie fell out of lied in the niglit. and
awakened him with ber howis, but lie
soon quieted her, gave the baby a drink,
and then slept until -morning.

The next day passed about the same
as the first, but lie was giad Maggig
was coming home that day, for it was
flot like home without ber.

He prepared aupper eariy thinking
she would lie at home by the time it
was reidy.

She did notet ore, and they ate sup-
per without lier. He then placed sup-
per on the back of the range, wliere it
would keep warm for lier wben she
came and peruaded the littie folks to
go to bed.

Baby Gien was beginning te miss bis
manima and cried and cried, first liard
andl thea liarder. Mr. Thompson roeked
him, talked to him, and finally walked
thie floor witlî Mim, until, utterly worn
out, the baby tinally slept.. With a
sigh of relief J01111 placed 1dim carefully
in lied, scared lest lie should wake Up,
and cry sanie more.

Tt was alineat eleven e'clock when
the chores were finished for tbe nighit,
and stili Maggie did jiot corne.

Knowing she would not get borne
thiat nigflit lie blew out the lighits antd
w~ent to lied.

Tt was nearly eue o'clock wlien lie
wvas awakced by one oIf the chiîdren
coîîghuîg. Wia lie liad Iigbited the
lanîp, lie found jauie sitting up in lied,
beside bis sister, telling hlm ttitat *lasie
hiad thie croup again. Slie seemed ta be
straiigjjug and catching lier up ont of
lied, lie asked Jarnie liaw lier maother
doctored lie r wlien she lhad the e up
Jamie showved him the miedicine on tbe
slîelf, anîd takinig down tlue bottie, lie
read the directions. Be -gave lier sonie
of it, as quickly as lie could, for lie
soon realized she wvas very bad, and ini
spite of tlie repeatedl doses, sbe seenîed
to get no better.

Ail the rcst of the niglit ho at by
the bedside, gi-ving lier the medicine,
but caeli speli of coughing seemed te get
more5«evere.

Re wished more than once ýfor Mag-
gie, and 'had plenty of time before
moruing, to think of the many niglits
she had sat thus alone, whule hie was
away.

"I did not. think or realize," lie
tlieught to himself, "that croup was as
serions as this."

sMorning at last," lie thought, as the
frot streak of dayliglit began. te show

in the eastern sky.
Josie was now sleeping but was get-

ting bier breatli se hard that hie was
more alarmed than lie, had ever been
in bis life. He went te the barn to at-
tend to bis werk there- but hie slipped
back te the bouse several times for
lie was afraid Josie miglit choke while
lie was away. When he badl breakfast
ready, Josie could net eat. Sùe tried
to talk, but no words came.

John put Jamie's coat and liat on
him, then sent him te their nearest
neiglibors.

Be wrete a note {eMs. Jones telling
lier liow .bad the iittiý girl was with
the croup, anîd to bring some medicine
over with lier wlien she came.

When she came soon after, see
brouglit some simple remedies with bler,
but confessed she knew very littie
about the croup.

"If Maggle were bere slie wouid know
of someth-ing te de," said John, "but
I neyer saw ber get so bad -Witb it."

"Hurrah!" sheuted Jamie. "Bfere is
mana," and Iooking eut they saw hier
drivi.ng in at the outer gate.

It was sooner than Jolin lad licen cx-
pecting lier but lie was glad te see lier.

Jamie rau out ta meet lis mother
and said.: "Marna, Josie is nearly dying
with the croup, you liad best hurry.
Mrs. Jones is liere, papa lias been cry.
in-, and wve are just lîaving au awfnl
timne."y

Withi cheeks pale and hands that
trembied, shie tied the team ta a post,
and stoopiîig ta kiss Jamie's little anïx-
jous face, slie cauglît hini by the band
anîd lurried juta the hlise.'

As soon as slie opened the door, she
could hear lier littie daugliter breatlî-
ing, and slîe knew Jamie lîad spoken
the truth.

As soon as she bail1 spoken ta *John
and Mrs. Jones, slîe tlirew asidle lier
-wraps, and ivas soon kneeiing beside
lier littie daugliter. Slie eavered tlîe lit-
tie face and bauds witli passionate
kisses, calliiuig lier every pet andî en-
dearing ig ne sîle could tlîiîk of. Josie
slipped lier armis îround lier inotlîer's
neck, and tried ta talk, but no wortis
camie. The only sound was a lioarse
strangling coingl. Suie tlien asked
what tlmey bil been doing, ta rel «v
lier, anîd Mrs, 'lunes expiained, as t 1 ,Yc -k

]yas site coîld.,Joln suit ut the table. witli hoNved
lîead, too lîeartsick for speech. "I M'as
speîking ta thue doctor that waýswait-
ing on nuother," said M-Naggie, "about
Josie having such frequent attacks of
the croup, and lie advised trying a
steam bath with lime, followed by MUS-
tard poultiees."

"I cau get tue lime,Mgie for 1
brouglit siiuc hone with mue the othier
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