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W.aledhad colle mixture for aur detacbmeut told us we would strike ai

~an i4-vow nov laid in a little colic pretty bad hill ta go down. We struckj

*I~W' f>rourselves. It is ai-'iasIlôvil tt bre we firet approached it, it is

M»&e rp.wdfor emrergeneies. A short a sheer eut-bank, ateep as the aide af a

bright u tothe bank of the bouse, but a little reconaîtering dis-

~thoeWai (great, river of the nortb), cavered an easior descent-easier by

o berïcrcaed by a isteara ferry. camparisan. But -vo had ta, descend

os n tbe at.er ide as usuai-. diaganally at a great riak af upseiting,

It l gteck about hàai an heur' axnd ta make thînga 'varse, there wu a

~$, 0.aw, -vo bwled away merrily 'ide, baggy creok ai the battom, crossed

or Our prsetve noon camp ai Rund by a uarrow, ickety bridge-merely

«ill, sgeen miles a-vay. A fresb a kew polos laid in the bed of t ho creek.

taam, a good rai-, and a perfect day The guide eot oui and took hold cf the

----no w-vo de vo-ere iunîho..atof wagon bebîud ta steady it, vwbil1 Igot

opiits. a good grip af the reins, a good foothold

Aswe >aeded the country un- on the brake, and started the teamn.

roiled liofbfore us in a constant but They 'vont do-vu in a succession of

Var7ilig succession of river, lake, prairie bounids and plunges gaininig moinentum

and 'vaadland. At aur fot, bet-veon a vryl .The firsi jump jarred

its high wooded banks, flowed the my fo t__ L t e brakadI-sto

migty âaskatche'wan, stretching away busy keeping on my seat ta recover it,

i many varied curves, like a long so by the time -vo reached the bottom

ibroad cf si-ver, ta, the distant nortbern 'vo -ere travelling like a steam eugine,

-horizon. Off t> the soutb and 'vest Bump - bump - bang- bum -

the BEagle Hlills roared their blue aum- 1 plunkl We missed the biiidgýe, or

mius aÇainst - a bluer sky1 'wile the 1 had iuruèd traighi dawu the hill to

prairie îtsalf, doited 'with ius bluffe cf 1avoidtuptinudtepuk"ade
ppiar and cotton'vaad, oxtended be- us in he sof t bed of the creek -with ouly

lfoe us 1k. a vasi park. the backs of the horses ahowing, and

1The. goneral rate cf travel is about the wagoni buried ta the huba. Witb

tix miles per -heur. This may not seemn considerable labour and difficulty, we

very rùucb, but an average of sixty pried the boraca out, and procee ded to

miles a day, up bill andl downu acros extricate the wagon. We bitcbed the

twamps, and creeksa and rivers, over horses te the rear axle by a picket-ropc,

grood trails and bad (or ne trail ai ail), but tbcy could not budge it, Bo the

i. very good travelling indeed. The riders bad to give us a pull, and by their

only metbod cf measuring a distance aid we "yanked bier out." We crossed

1s by the Urne occupied in travelling it, the bridge safely, and after a lith

and a man sean gets te kuow the exact "scratchiug" surmounted the apposite

speed cf bis team, and eau judge dis- bill and were again on the level prairie.

tances moat accurately. Ibv er We saw a great mnauy cicens thLt

two eld bauds coming in off a trip afiernoon, and Mr. M-- shot sever.a

argue whetber tbey bad îravelled brave without going a dozen yards froin

farty-seveu or forty-eigbt miles, and the wagon, and as we neared the crec

finaily agree on a litile ever forty-sevcn, we secured some ducka. We were cross-

4o exact does long practice make them. iug a narre-v ueck cf land between two

About t-vo and a bal heurs afier litile lakes, and tbe birds flying te and

leaving îthe ferry -vo came in si$ht of fra above our beads. The sergeant

Round Hill. As its namne implies, it dropped bebind, and lying on bis back

is of a rounded outline, and, risiug bigh in the long sleugh grass, got a good

above the surrounding, country, serves many shots and sean rejoined us with

as a valuable litndniirk. It riscs a sheer
six huudred feet out of the waters of a

pretty litle lake cf the saine namne, a

regular oval in shape, and about a mile

long.* Here and tlhere upon the shore

are Indian teepees, and very pictur-
esque tbey look, nestling do-vu among

the trees, the blue smeoke curling lazily
upward, and the brig1ty clad natives

passing toan fro.Th numerous
dogs and poîîiem, witheut whicb ne In-

dian encafiiliOt is ceruplete, a(1( life
and motion te the scene.

A detachnient of orinien is stationed
here during the sonier and( autuflîn
as a fire patrol, a(d w-e could see thi ir

white tents uon the fart ber shore.
Skirting the lake -eson pulled imto

their camp and turmîed ot for dinner.
it would surprise the av- age E astern

camper-eut te witnmessthie sp c-î(lwit h

whicb an experienced prziie 1îamoi w il

l)repare a mceal. A vî-ry few uiilt(

generally sufice, if îîccd and I Il ',I

are comvenient ' thog li gm-moýrillN oui-

food is of t he simmplvst dlimpt il.

l)inner dispcsed cf f, ui a slo!t m~

and1 sfiCike, web iiei111) and lpili avl

oIt for Jackfish <'rt-i k,-t 'tity- voin ilis9- --

\v:iy, where \î'e imtendvdlcampmlinlg foi- ~ ~ -

* o 1- 'h lmste:îd cf gmimg îy tIa-

'U.111- miglti-rM iail wm i laishîor t

il i- ~ Coinmti. 'llîe t atm010, A V \iR

several ducks. We renched the ereek iny rifle, 1 proceeded to reeuoaer.
about five o'clock just in nice time to On topping the littie rise, I fo" they~

f et our camp fixed up before dark. An were about four hundred yards aay,

hour or s0 later we were 1yn before with no shelter to stalk thema from,, esq

the fire, blissfully inhaing tUe i raan a smail bunch of cattie. C*refily gét-

weed and feeling at peace with a i the ting a cow in Une wit~ la hebirda,

worid. As -vo lie there under the deep, commenced crawling forward en

dark blue canopy of the northern night, hands and kneesl, ioping if they.y:Mie

and musingly watch the sparks flyingmatalte would thmnk 1 wa a MUl.

upward into, the darkness, the voices of I might, perhaps fool the geeEmej lLough

the wilderness corne softly'and whisper they are about as cute as any hixds iLat

in our ears. 1Tbe nigbt wind'soughing fly, but 1 could not fool tiD. c0w. Asn

through the prairie grasses, the whirring 1 crept nearer she took one strtled

wings of a passing bird, the plaintive look at me, beilowed for ler eaut, and

Mr of. a p over, or the long-drawn, then came for me, with head down nd

quaverlg howl of a distant wolf, al borna weil to the front. At thè first

have a message to coflvey. bellow, off went the geese.

We silently ral aur blankets around We were stil travelling throù$h a

us and sink to, ep tikng how much fairly weil settled countr~'ta st

better we are going to live to-morrow say, there was a settler's ' shack» every

than we did to-day. But we wake up ten miles or s, and we stopped at ane

cold, sleepy and cross. Strange how for dinner. Early in the afternoon

cross and dîsagreable most people are bowever, we left the last of these behind

bcfore breakfast. and passed byond the limita of civilia-

A cold bath and a hot meal restore tion. At last we were in "'the great lone

1our sIr its to their usual toue, and we land," our faces set toward the porth,

1briskly set abot preparation for break- and nothing between us and the pale

in~ ap Constant practice makcs save a vast tract of primevad wilderncaM

1this buaa few minutes' work, and we For hundreds-yes, thousands of miles

iwere son on the trail again We are -there are no inhabitants save the red

always particularly solicitous to sce ma, and a mere handful of white

that our fire is thoroughly extnguisbed. trappers and traders.

Too many prairie fires are caused by Our trail had been growing more and -

the gros carelesaness of individuals in more indistinct, until at the jlast bouse

laving their campX fires burning when it flnaily vanished. We strilck acrose

rbreakine camp.A puif of wind comes, country for an Indian trail that leada

1a spark is blown into a tuft of dry grass, fromn the reservations nortbward to

eansd the result is a prairie fire sweeping Turtie Lake, where the "nitchies"

eover miles and miles of country, an d (Indians) go every summer to fish. As

u erbaps destroying a dozen settler's soon as we got off the trail the horfes

thomes. One such fire near Battieford seemed to gct discouragcd. This in

LI burned fromn early May until the snow aiways the case. No matter how dim

n flew in October. the trail may be, a horse will jog along

k This morning the two mounted men contentediy, for he seems ta realize that

;- were riding ahead, and as they sur- it must lead somewhere, and ta that

omounted a ittle ridge in front, Mr. M- "sonewbere" be is willing to go. But

d threw up bis hands as a signal for me whn lbe gets off a trail altogether, he

ýt to stop. Riding back he told me there seems to think that be is not goine to

ýk was a flock of geese just to the left of the any place in particular, and might Just

d trail, where there is alittie lake. Giving as wcIl stop where le is, conseqlleftly

h the reins to the guide, and getting out neeing continuai urging.
Ab)out four o'clock in the afternoan

wve struck the trail, wbicb turned out ta

be a mere cart track. As thc prairie la

open it maes pretty fair travelling, and
our horses jogg,,ed along merrily. Wb
were now graduali y approac hing t.he
great timber beit, Lnd f or the last feW

miles had been passing here and there

stunted pines and spruce. These grad-

ualiy attained a more stalwart growthy
adtoward evcning we pulled up in

a 1eautiful grove of pines on theshr

ofa littie lake, and encarnped for the

'We were afoot with the first streaks
of dawn, for w-e had a drive of sixtY-
,ive miles to mnake before night, and

- we wished te give our horses a good
rust at noon. An houir latcr we were

in motion heading for Turtie Lakeo

thirty-fivc miles aw'ay, where we in-

tnded to camp for dinfer. ithert<>

'U1 the gaine shof. on the trip lhýd falln

to the guns of the inspector and scrgeafli

i)tthis morning 1 got twvo trophie85

A couple of hundred yards aead of US,

ilst to the riglit of the trouai,1,badRer
was sitting at the mouth of is haie.

Now, 1 very imuch desired that anirnal'O

s1kin to miake a pair of winter Mitis.
As we apprched him ,hi' f Course,
livedl into his hole. (bvilng the rei1i

w e i.T-u e~ti the guide, I got 1noy rille Ont d,


