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"Why nh ould I be?"II lie inquired
Mr. Payne snatched the ring and put

it in hi pocket.
"ht'sai over then,"I he said.

"Ad just as wel, toII she replied.For a moment Mr. P)ayne stared ban-
]at her. She merely smiled.
a I i she stand chatting here

hesaid brightly."Then goodbYe," said Mr. Payne in
hollow tones. «"Goodbye for ever," he
added .

('Tood]e-ooty" was Miss Gregson's friv-
cous respônse.

d'fY ou like to apologize-" he said
"It's8 you Who ought te apologie,"

she rctortcd.
9'CI do like that,"Ilnaid Mir. Payne.

"When yo -
he bcged. ''Goodbye Mr. Payne."

4oobYe, Miss Gregson"I he re-ponded, bowing ceremon:Lousfy.
Miss Gregson, holding her head Up,

went on lier way.
" If she turný at the corner and waves

to me,"I deterrnined, Mb. Payne,.*
shall go after her."I

But Miss Gregson did flotturn.
"flash!" observed Mr. Payne forcibly,9

as he etrollcd back in rueful meditation.
Very soon he liad calmed down suffici- 1

ently to look upon a future shorn of à
bis sweetheurt as presenting a vieta of a
unreieved claorn, snd besides this there t
wcre complexities in that lie andi she had t
corne upon a fascinating fiat which hâtd d
not beeni snapped up, so now Mr. Payne'w
sisnature adorned a documént, which t
ensured for hMm the tenancyr of: the fiat m
for one year. Argain, sunctry art"leof fur- y
niture had been hout-ht an& others boèn a
taken on the instalment plan, aMd'laoUy ei

"Wefl,"Il aid iss mLawn tt'<
favorite name is Ronad. t 0~w
turning to Miss Gregson.U

Mr., Payne waited anx:ious1yÎ forltlie

" Oh, I think Lg>nardr is a perfectly
lovely- naine, " she said.

" Not Horace?" asked. her comp *on
S'eOno, Ilike Leoard heap be t.".
"Really? " queried the other.
"Yen, Leonard,"1 replied Mis6 Grgon,,

'vOith an ecet atie sigli. "Tbe11y aýw*ya
seem to have sucli lovely curlyV hair." '

With haif a mind toepeak Wo Mise
Gregnon that evening lie hngered mi the
office, but she sailcd serenely-pst lin
mniffink- at a beautiful littie o)ouquet Of
flowers.

The next morning he noticed. that thie
bouquet liad been replaced by another
lovely bunch of flowers.

",'She can'>-can't have forgotten me"
thourlit Mr. Payne, agliast. "And Ïet

Ro felt a etrong inclination te s*>ek
to lier ere it was tee late-mn4d yet.

«'If 1 do give lu,"Ilihe muràmed, « 'It
pute me i a fa"s position. Once let
a wcrnan tbink ghe'e got the whip baud
and you're done for."

Another disturbi_$ incident came with
the afternoon, for Mie Grepon prod!ced
a letter from lier bag and it ws held in
sucli a way that Mr. Payne could ses

ta twas eigned "'Leonard," and that
telwer haif of the sheet had a regular

lado of significant crosses.
"A nice thingIl groaned Mr. Payne

eb' imseif. "Practically sh.e le jilting
me...- I shall have tW speak tlier.A"
yet-wehl, ll give her ti moe!ow W
= l'o'gze nd if she y~s' t, veR, I
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friends and relations were already sound-
ing thein as Wo wedding presents, and the
firm for which the eth worloed lad
alremdy arranged te present them with
the ùsual marble dlock,, with the usual
inscription on it.

Ilere, then, wus Mr. Payne and ne
wondcr lie found plenty of material for
rueful thouglit.
e"Safl I go aftér lier and apolo,-ize?"
lemused. 'Say I wasin abad temper

and it was ail my fault? Nol" he deter-
mincd, "it may ho my fauit, but in
not ýgongte say so. No, I've got te
he boss.'5

For a wbile lie thouglit of living in
the flat in bonely state, but the prospect
was flot ailuring."NIv g get lier bac k somehow.
I'm not goin<te give lier up. Strikes
me this in a case for diplomacy. If I
kcep quiet she wiil come round. I must
ber-in as I mean Wo go n."

He lit a frecli cigUe and went ou-
''Dignified reserve-tliat's the ida"
lie told himseif. Luclaér we work In
the saine office. It'il give bar ,plenty cf
chance te say how sorry she is. 1

Having decided on this plan cf action,.
Mr. Payne arrived at the office on Mouday
mornlng in a becoming mood cf gravity.
Miss Gregson was already seated at bier
machine, and gave him a stiff littie bow,
much to the astonishment cf the office.

It was Miss Lampetter, the.other typist,
vlio fln-t noticed the disappearance cf
Mi3s Cregson's ring, and the tid.ingn
soo-i spread.

Several times during the morning Mr.
payne cast furtive glanoes at Miss
Grcý.son, te see signs cf regret-but there
%vercfe nosigna.

t was during the luncheon heur the
ne4 Aay that there occurred a passage
which caused Mr. Toraee Payne many
secret misgivings. The conversation lied
turned on the subject of Christian names
for mern.

Immediately on hie arrivai et tue
office next morning something liappened
which sent hie hopes skyward.

"Oh, good mcrning, Mr.- Payne,"
obnerved Mise Gregson. "Could 1 o
spare me a few minut" after the et crn
bave left t-day?"

"With great pleasurel" and with
lofty civility: "I'm quite prepared Wo
listen Wo anythiug yen may bave Wo say."

He speut the morniug Mi imaginin
appeale for forgivenes sad how lie woul
flnally overlook lier offence.

"Only this tixue, thougl," lie faucied
hixuseif seying, "nover again, mmnd ycul",

At lust the other employee lied gene.
"I'm et your service now, MieseGreg-

non," I e said.
"Weil, I-I wanted te spealc te you

about somnething, only I don't quite
know how te tart. I-I feel rather
awkward about it."'

Mr. Payne nedded encouragingy-
this was tlie rigixt spirit cf humilit1 '.

"You'il find me quite reabua h eli
assured lier.

"I theuglit perliape rou would be
under the circun-tances'P she admitted.

'il1 he as reasenahfe as. I p~osibly
eau," lie magnanimoucly repliec

' ha'sgod, hecause if yeu wanted
a fancy price for thons, there's nothiug
more te b e naid."

"Eh?" derqanded Mr. Payno, startled.
''Iiow stupid cf me," nIe nniled.

"0f course yen don't know wliat I uieeu
yet Well, yeu know those two arns-
chairs yen houglt?"

9"What on earth bave tliey get te do
with it?I"

"Why, if you caro Wo sel tliem et a
reasonable price, I kuow someone who
would liko te take thexu over. Thein,
and tIc fli knives and forks, tee, if
you like."

"Yeu-know--eomeone-wI».-?" lihe
breathed with difficulty.
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