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simply.
.. Mr. Payne snatched the ring and put
it in pocket.

:‘That’_s all over then,” he said.
‘And just as well, too,”

she replied.
For a moment Mr. Payne stared blljank- 1

ly‘ at her. She merely smiled.

Well, I musn’t stand chatting here
all‘ ‘day, ’ she said brightly.

Then goodbye,” said Mr. Payne in
h((i)goc‘f tones. ‘‘Goodbye for ever,” he
added.

¢ ‘Toodle-oo!”
olous response.

[4 (If
again.

“It’s you who ought to apologize,”

she retorted.

) ‘T do like that,” said Mr. Payne.

en you——7"".

‘‘Oh, don’t let’s begin it all over again!”’
shfa begged. ‘‘Goodbye Mr. Payne.”

‘Goodbye, Miss Gregson,” he re-
sponded, bowing ceremomousfy.

Miss Gregson, holding her head up,
went on her way.

“‘If she turns at the corner and waves
to me,” determined Mr. Payne, ‘‘I
shall go after her.”

But Miss Gregson did not turn.

‘ ‘Dash!” observed Mr. Payne forcibly,
as he strolled back in rueful meditation.

Very soon he had calmed down suffici-
ently to look upon a future shorn of
his sweetheart as presenting a vista of
unrelieved rloom, and besides this there
were complexities in that he and she had
come upon a fascinating flat which had
not been snapped up, so now Mr. Payne’s
sisnature adorned a document, which
ensured for him the tenancy of the flat
for one year. Arain, sundry articlesof fur-
niture had been boucht and: others been
taken on the instalment plan, and lastly

Passing through the Suez Canal, the mwwsyggoh has brought India so much nearer the Continent
urope.

friends and relations were already sound-
Ing them as to wedding presents, and the
firm for which they gbo’ch worked had

eady arranged. to present them with

* the usual marble clock, with the usual

inscription on it. :
Here, then, was Mr. Payne and no
wonder he found plenty of material for
rueful thought.
¢ ‘Shall I go after her and apologize?”’
he mused. ‘‘Say I was in a bad temper
and it was all my fault? No!” he deter-

 mined, ‘‘it may be my fault, but I'm
. not going to say so. No, I've got to

be boss.’

For a while he thought of living in
the flat in lonely state, but the prospect
was not alluring.

‘‘No, I've got/fo get her back somehow.
I'm not going” to give her up. Strikes
me this is a case for diplomacy. If I
keep quiet she will come round. = I must
berin as I mean to go on.”

He lit a fresh ciga.retge and went on—
‘‘Dignified reserve—that’s the idea,”
he told himself. Lucldy we work in-
the same office. It’ll give her Plenty of
chance to say how sorry she is.’

Having decided on this plan of action,
Mr. Payne arrived at the office on Monday
morning in a becoming mood of gravity.
Miss Gregson was already seated at her
machine, and gave him a stiff little bow,
much to the astonishment of the office.

It was Miss Lampetter, the other typist,
who first noticed the disappearance of
Miss Gregson’s ring, and the tidings
soon srread.

Several times during the morning Mr.
Payne cast furtive glances at Miss
Gre~son, to see signs of regret—but there
were no signs. ' ’

It was during the luncheon hour the
newt ‘day that there occurred a passage
which caused Mr. Horace Payne many
secret misgivings. The conversation had
turned on the subject of Christian names
for men.

The Western Home Monthly
e Why should I be?” she inquired '

was Miss Gregson’s friv-

you like to apologize—" he said

‘‘Well,” said Miss Lampetter, *‘my
favoritenameis Ronald. What’s yours?”
turning to Miss Gregson. PO

Mr. Payne waited anxiously) for [the
reply. ‘ |

‘‘Oh, I think Leéonard is a perfectly
ovely-name,” she said. ;
‘‘Not Horace?” asked her compgnion
cruelly.
.¢‘Oh, no, I like Leonard heaps better.”.
‘ ‘Really?”” queried the other.

‘ ‘Yes, Leonard,” replied Misk Gr:pf,spn, !
hw

With an ecstatic sigh. ‘‘They alwiys
seem to have such lovely curly hair.” *

With half a mind to speak to Miss °

Gregson that evening he lingered in the
office, but she sailed serenely:past him
sniffing” at a beautiful little vouquet of
flowers. .

The next morning he noticed that this
bouquet had been replaced by another
lovely bunch of flowers.

‘‘She can’§—can’t have forgotten me,”
thoug;ht Mr. Payne, aghast. ‘‘And y’et

He felt a strong inclination to speak
to her ere it was too late—and yet. w

‘“If T do give in,” he murmured, ¢‘it
puts me in a false position. Once let
a woman think she’s got the whip hand
and you’re done for.”

Another disturbing incident came with
the afternoon, for Miss Gregson produced
a letter from her bag and 1t was held in
such a way that Mr. Payne could see
that it was signed ¢ ‘Leonard,” and that
the lower half of the sheet had a regular
dado of significant crosses.

‘A nice thing,” groaned Mr. Payne
to 'himself. ‘‘Practically she is jiltin
me... I ghall have to speak to her. And
yet—well, I'll give her til'to-morrow to
a; ol'oii:e, and if she ddesn't, well, I
shall ‘have to—climb dowh,”’
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Immediately on his arrival at ‘tne
office next morning something happened

which sent his hopes skyward.

‘‘Oh, good morning, Mr. Payne,”
observed Miss
spare me a few minutes after the others
have left to-day?”’

‘‘With great pleasurel”’ and with
lofty civility: ‘‘I'm quite prepared to
listen to anything you may have to say.”

] -] (-]

He spent the morning in imaginin
appeals for forgiveness and how he woul
finally overlook her offence.

‘‘Only this time, though,” he fancied
himself saying, ¢ ‘never again, mind you!”’

At last the other employees had gone.

‘I'm at your service now, Miss Greg-
son,” he said.

‘‘Well, I—I wanted to speak to you
about something, only I don’t quite
know how to start. I—I feel rather
akaIwa.r% about ita’(’1 p w

r. Payne nodded encouragingly—
this was the right spirit of humility.

‘“You’ll find me quite reasonable,” he
assured her.

‘I thought perhaps you would be
under the circumstances,” she admitted.

“Tll be as reasonable as I dpossibly
can,” he magnanimously replied.

‘‘That’s good, because if you wanted
a fancy price for them, there’s nothing
more to be said.”

‘‘Ch?” demanded Mr. Payne, startled.

‘‘IHow stupid of me,” she smiled.
“‘Of course you don’t know what I mean
yet. Well, you know those two arm-
chairs you bought?”’

‘‘What on earth have they got to do
with it?”

“‘Why, if you care to sell them at a
reagsonable price, I know someone who
would like to take them over. Them,
and the fish knives and forks, too, if
you like.”

¢ “You—know—someone—wko—?”” he
breathed with difficulty,

Gregson. ‘‘Could you
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