
Tbe Cftnadi&n Courier

Mr Johin Bain
Lateviy Assistant Commissioner of Ciistoms

DesertinÉ, the Civil Service
S M XlI ycars ago it was ait ittilicaril oi tltti for att v

man, once lie lhad attained a positiotn ii tue go\ cr11-

mient or civil service to deliberately reliîîtjnisi tîtat

position for atiotiter iii commercial file. A go\ ertimieuit

position with a good salary at tat bcd was tiiotglit to lie

itil titat a nian coul( desire. Witli it lie was luroN ited

for lule witt at coînpcteltcy antd a loir degree of t'oînort.

In fact, hie liad no fear of tue ftrm suspeîtdiîig busi-

ness or becomntg baîîkrnpt.
Now, bowever, thÎigs have ciian!red, ani aimost

every day the uîewspapers alîniounce, tiiot soine official,

iih in the country's serv ice, lias resiguicd to become

manager of a commercial organtisation or toassociate

himsel with some recogiîsed stccessiud tian in busîiess.

The naines of Mr. Smoart, Mr. Stewart atîd others mnav

be mentioned.
Que of the iatest to foilow titis tourse îs Mr. .Toltin

Bain, wlîo last month resigned the position of assistatt

commissioner of customis to assotiate Itiniself with tue

Hon. Cliflord Silton in business enterprise.

lI 1896, when the Hon. William Paterson was called

to the Cabinet as Minister of Customs, he chose Mr.

Bain, who was then giving attention to iaw and news-

papier work in Paris, as his private secretary. It titis

position, by his energy, application and iunvarying couir-

tesy lie soon became a favourite with the public and the

politicians as well. lIn the summner o1 1902 Mr. Bain

went to the Colonial conference with his inittister and

there did almost all of the secretarial work of the Cai

adian commnission. It was lie who drafted the reîuhy to

the Imperial Government Memorandum, in which it wos

stated thtat the preferential tariff of Canada ltad tnt

been beneficial in developing tbe trade between the pre-

mier colony an.d the mother coutntry, Mr. Bain's reply

is to be foxtnd in the bItte book issited after the con-

ference and suffice it tosay that there was ne' er aniv

attempt ruade to refute the fuets it coîîtained.

lI 1903, Mr. Bain was appointed to the position of

assistant commissioner of customis and in that position
lie again proved his worth. That Mr. Bain was popîtiar

with the service was abnndantlv testified on bis depar-
ture. rte staff of the custons departmient at Ottawa
presented hîrm on the occasion of bis retiremient with a

handsomne gold watciî and eliait as well as atn approuuri-
ate address, wlîile the inspectors and higler officers of

the Outsidc service tendered hilu a banquet and preseîuted

hÙm with a beautiful cabinet of silver. At the saine

tintie the 3inister of Custonlis gave a, banquiet in lus

itoitiour iii te Ilotîse of Couinionis Cafe tvhich was at-

tcîîded b%, iian\x \inisters and Mtenibers ofl the Ilose.

Aýt titis l>aitquetl Sir M'ilfrid I,aurier referred tl)l)recîati\ -

iv o the serv ices rcndclrtdl lv -\r. Bin.

He Must WalR Delicately
11<E the genîtlemîanî it the Bible, Ambassador BryceL must w alk deiicatelv w lien lie arrives iii Ottawa

îîext week. lIe 11111't reinemter that lie îs niot lit-

gotiatiiig hetweeti the gox erniuents of a vassal staitc

anid of aut iîidleleitdleît state. lie ixîînst reneier ha

lie is not negotîating at ail. lie bas had conferences

xvîth Mtr. itooscveit .11(1 -Mr. R oot, but the Governîmntt

of Cati ala is dteriiiiied andi Canadiaîts will bieîcefortii

îîîsist on this-to bec te final arbiter iii any arrange-

iitents, fiscai or otlietw 15e, conctrniflg tue weil-being of

tis country. it is w cil th.ît Mr. 13r5 e should know

tinis, -anti it is wel
1 that such at sanel andt =fimpression-

alie utan sliotld liatve betit tiosen l)y the King's goverui-

muent as tbe 1,iîîgY's represenitativ-e in Washinigton.

Ne.verthieless, tbîre are <ilcuities seiflously to lie

,tvoi<ied b)v Mlr. Ilrvt e i the couîrse of Ilis visit to Ot-

ta.waî. Cantuanais aIl kiîow titat Sir WVilfrid Laurier wili

illsist i1pon otlr riglits being conserved, jîîst as NIr. R. L..

Iordeti xvoild iunsist u1pon the t olst'fl atioti of trade

riglits w cre lie to-day i tue piositionl which, in the course

of hîtîti ant tx cnt s, lie soillt djay mav oct npy-and oecupy

w it t redit to us and to hiiti. To-day, Sir Wilfrid

Laurier is the iion at the hini, and lie is a mon nt

whlont the Cautadiaîîj people have every confidene. Men

wlho totnorrow woild do thir utmnost to dlefeat Laurier

at the poils, giadly atkinowictige that lie itever loses bis

tontstanlt antd detertnined anxiety to luring to tins country

ail that this country should have.

Mr. Bryce, in bis "American Commonwealth," has

one or two allusions to the relatio)ns between Canada

aîid the United States. lie wrote the bîook too eariv to

lbe able to appreciate tue fact titat tue United States

drove Caniata ilit> natinaliiunit.y. 'rie Unitetd States

drove ils into the policv of fiscal protection. The United

States comtpelled lis to huiid our owni great thirough rail-

ways ;the 'United States finally foreed lis inito tue fiscal

aillianice with G;reatt Brîtain wliicb is Uiow gladly aceepted

bv ail of ns. No one believes that coîteiliatory mneasures

ait Washington wottlt have begîîiled us into accepting iii-

torporation with the UTnited States. The thing to Can-

adians is alîsolutely tînthinkabie. Soi-ne philosophers

whio believe c therwise might well coine nortit, or corne

west actro,-ss the Atlanttic, to flîîd out jîîst why. Any

sutit measures at Washington would have proved ns

abortiv e as was te bill which Congress in the later

'6o's passed for the admission of Canadian provinces as

Americani states. 135 this prex ions ordînance, Britaîn

was retoînmended to hand over titis country to the

Aniiericatis as compensation for the Alabama damages

attd tîther ofieces against the vietoriotis work. Glad-

stonte, Mr. (;oldwin S-,ntith lias toid us, advocated titis

idanions deal.
The triîth is tîtat the Caîtadiait national spirit is ex-

iriaîtt, and Mr. Brvce will find this is tiîc case when

lie nîcets tue men whonîi lie will encouniter iii Ottawa.

Tue travail of Canada's hirth bas mnade Canada robîtst

anid strong- and earnest. Confidence and self-reliance have

corne to us tiîrough the strentiois preparation of the

early ycars. Strength and confidence will be ours in-

creasinglv. We shall be loth to forget that in ail inter-

niatitonal niegotiations between us and the UJnited States

we-we Canadians-are the domninanît partner. Our in-

terests in ail stîcl cases are to be considered and mainly

to be considered. This being understood, Mr. James

IBrvce eaui as adequately act as the representative of

Caniadian citizens, as of the goverititetit wliici gave hlmn

his credentials to Washington, R. K.


