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A SILVER MUG AND A MULBERRY SUlT.

Jolinny Emerson hand a new pair of .skates. Sant a Chlans wvns
to blanie for that, but iu this case Santa Claus bnci anether nomie, 1
tlîink; for 1 amn very sure tbat wvhen 1 was in the store' at 11unter'a
Corners on Christmras Eve, 1 Qttw the littie old grentlerman buyin~
tiier, and hoard Mr. Hunter call hlm IlOrandiather Emerson.
Stili further, 1 had scen a ton-dollar greenuck tal<en ont of bis
pgeket slyy ad handed over t}ie counter, and thore wvas not a cent
gîvenl back in change.

"Ucear nme! 1" thoughit, "Santa Claus i3 either vcry rich or
very gencrous.> Now i onl1ý paid two dollars for thoso I had
bonght to givo poor \Vidow 'en's boy, -'whoui 1 caughit crying in
the corner of the fonce because lie had lia skates. (l got Santa
Clans myseif for my pains; just as if 1 wvas a littie old man, wvith
aui icicie on zny nose, a pack on my back, aind streaks of soot dowilx
iy chceks)1

Ten clot!ars 1 So Johinny Enmerson had a uoev p air of skates;
and if lie wvasi't in a hiurry to try theni on New Year's morning,
then I amn a littie inistaken. He wvas the sw'iftest and prettiest
skater at HunterIs Corners; white Sammy Green, %vhose mother
had been tee poor te buy hlm skates, and who nover dared ask, the
boýys to lend hlm theirs, had nover skated a stroko in blis life.

<' Now, Tohiinv," said bis inother as the boy buckiled on bis
skates by the firo instcad of w'aiting tii] lie reachced tho lakeI "yeu
muust surely bc baek by one o'clock, or tho turkey w~ill be cold, and
the plumn pudding ail eattri up."

"Cold turkey is good enoligh," answcrcd Johuny, Il and I'd
rather have mince pie t han pluin pudding any day ; but l'Il try and
bebarck by one. 1 don't need to skate more than, four heours ut a
timne." And off lie wvcnt to join the othor boys ut the skating place.

Now al] the village eilîdren, nearly, were on the lake by fine
o'cloek, chiatterincr screaming, and Iaughing with happy hearts,
brigbt eyes, und cleeks tlie color of ,iuniper bernies; and oh, hiow
grandly they skated! sweoping off. like the -%vind, giiding siowly
back, wh izzing awNay aguin. in squrmes, in circies, in parallolograras
and triangles-it fairly ta:kes my breath te think about theni.

Sanimy wutchied them awhifle, with wvondering oyes, and thoen
sat down and put on bis skates. Bow bis heurt boat us hie walked
eut a stop or two on the ice. I thinjk he was trenîbling a good deal,
for alter a minute or twvo, down lio fell, and ncarly broke bis arin,
striking agrainst Joe Hluntcr's new sourlot Nled, Il WiIdtire."

It 'wus bad enoungh te fait and be laughced at, but it was cer-
tainly .vorse to have a dozen of bis mates catch hini ut it, and raise
a glreut shoilt, as if gletting hurt was; the funniest thinIr iu the
w, rld. Sammy wanted to cry, but like a sensible boy, got up. in-
steati andi tried again. This time hie madie ont ta, slide a iittl.,, but
threwv eut bis arîns se awkwurdly, and niade such droll faces, thtt
the lauryh was louder and longer than before.

\,Vblats alI this ?" said Johinny Emerson, as lio whirled in
aunon- thei.

OhVls ouly Sammny Green trying te skate, said Alice
Parker, " and ie does look s0 queer in bis old patchied trowsors anud
bob-tailed ceiat thail used te belong to Santa Ciaus, I guess. O nly
soc howv awkwvard ho is!

Just thon tlirce m~en rode up te the edge of the lake, and
shouted te the children that, they liad semnethiig te say, wbich it
was important they shoulti hear. So tbey ail flocked together likce
s0 niany rcd--wNinge.d flanmingues eriger te hieur what wvas conîing.

Mr'. Ilunter stood up ini the sloigh, entd held up a beautiful sul-
ver cup. " I will give this cup," ho said, 'l<te that boy or- girl wvho,
shah! niake quickest tiîne, skatingr frein this bond te Skinîor's Point
and back again. \Vho'll try for it 1"

., i ! i F" ans" ercd a hundrcd shrill voices. andi such a cluppina'
of bands, and hurrahing, and questions, that the gentleman coiai
hardly, finish wvhat ho lied te say.

"'AIl right, hoe saiti, as soon as hoe coulti makoz bimsolf hoard.
"Now you may go, ten at a tixue, starting off u.t a givon signal, auid

whcn the flrst ten have tried it another may foiiow. I will mark
tuie for you, and these tw'o genitleiien wvill stand by. and soc that
you aisturt fairl.y. First tonw~ilstart in fiveiminutes. F-alitita

Thon whant a hubbub there was among the girls and boysl'
But Johnny Emerson steod stili, thinking, and this is w'hat hie
thought;

"It wvould ho a geeti tinie, te teacli Saîjjniy te skate, wvhilo tho
rcst &re 8e ilîtorested 'tcigthe races that thoy wvon't trouble us.
I bolievo l'Il do l] 1ts a pity if ho can't ]lave a liitie fun ou1 Nowv
Yonr's day, as w~ell as tho lest of us fcllews. I uleed net go0 Nitlî
tho first ton, but if l'i net tee tireti, I ivili race wiLthe ast. 1t'8
liard workc teacliing a boy te skato, thorigh. Nobody knows wlion
110'll tumblo down, and ]lave te o heIlisted up ugrain 1 anid for the
matter of that, liai' the tiime lie drags you clowii after biita, ui
bruises you rathor miore tlîan is ploasaut. But l'Il stnd it, for 1
want Sainmy te have a littie fini."

IlJolinny 1 Joliuuy Enmerson 1" calîcti liaif-a-dozon voiees. "Wo're
0(letinread tastar t; ceaie on 1"

g dtinlot o crieci Johnny, '<go alîui ow aîmyOre,
lie said, in a. low voice, I'ni goin to telleh you how te sicate whilo
the rest arc racing. Cet np andi balnc yourself again. lucre!1
Non' take hold of mny aria, anti when 1 strike0 ont with tItis foot,
do yen strike ont with tliat une, andi wo'll ri.sh atll-î bravely."

Saiînny clatceid i-, frienti, andi sot hi_- foot iu ordor. " One,
two, tlirc,and oi!" cricti Johiîay. <'Ofl"'in(ee-d itw~as, for Sarnmny

wsse anxions to go fast tliat lie ii,,zked Jolhnny te eue side, and
losingr lus balance, siipped et 1' iîk feot anti brouglht blis fnioîîd wvith
a great buîîîp bebide hit. It was them baek of Loinny's liond that
foi't it, and lie "'sawN stars " for a mîinute. Bflih got rip plcalsantly
enongyli. "0h, never iiiiiid !" lie sa!iti as Saiurîy begran to apologize:

fellows always full down when thoy nrc lcarîîing. We1l do botter
next tinie. Justkoep stcudy3, and swing ont' slowly, slow,' as tlîc
Tarks say, muid 3you'Il bo skzating, splendidly pretty soori."

Sainuîy braced hiniself and trioti again. That Uie lie suc-
ccoed in sliding several yards; anti wheu Jelinny stoppeti hiia by
main strength froni anothor tunible lie lookeci arounti with a flash
of dolighit lu lus oyes, thiat would have donc your heart groot te,
sec. Se ut it tliey wvent uîgain, anti trioti andi faite(], andi trieti anti
sncceced< fifty tinies iu the cour'se of the next two lieurs. At the
enti of thut tiuîie Saintur coul(l skato, andi skatte alote!

But wlîore had Jolinny's witsî been that lie hi not lookied af ter
tho racingy a littie.

Tiioi's ni)," calleti MI. 11unter. <' Lîîst ten start "' and start
tl)03y diti, just as Johnily, happenling te thiik, left luis pupil te hit-
Self, anti tiîrned abolit te join the sport.

IMay I go yet ?" lie orieti te 1ýlr. lianter. Il AyLe 1 aye h ilny
boy, saiti the gtonmi;andi away hoe sîot after Uîelli, w'lile
SaI11î11y sut down-I te watelî, whîislîeiîîg over andi over te lîiiaself,
«Oh, 1I hope 110'1l wvin. ! 1 hope he', Wvin.'

But Johinty's- hîoaî acliot 3,ut with dhut firNt, fall of hmis, anti lie
n'as tireti andl a littie coli. Nloreover, tite ton hiad gone ftzly3 one-
tlîird of tic diistancet before lie hati startei. There 'vas littie chance
of ]lis wvilinihg in that race.

IWly (li(II't that boy start sooner ?" deîinandcr ÎNr. l.lnîter.
"ile's tic venuY best skater on tho ak.

"Fluse, ý,r" atid little Saittin', "<lie lias been teaehing ne te
skatte ?!"

Ilc neiight ]lave tauglît yorî somoe othor tiinie, I tliink,' growled
Mr. i-lutitor.

ISe lie iiglit, sir, sa ho( iniglît h but the boys anti gir'ls w'ere
laughing ut ine, andi lie said ie o u'ld show mie lio' 'w'hen tlîey
we're se busy theyl coulti net look. That's lîowvI ia '

Anti eau yen skat- now witliont falling down ?"
Oh), vos sir! Tho hast tinie 1 trieti I went evor so far 1"
F'in ! indeed !" said Mr. IHunter ; 1'11 try yonr skill, uîaybe,

wh'len the culp is (lisposeti aof."
Ail eye.s wero now turneti te ý'atcIî tue eluven figures, darting

on towards Skinniers Point. Johinny wvas not f'ar beiiind now, ani,,
hartily hud the otiiers mnade a swift carre anti turneti back on
tlîeir conrse, before lie passeti thora hike the wind, inaîkiltg a grace-
fut bow, su-opt up on a lUno with the point, anti wliirling, "was iftor
thmoin allain. Thîey conîi ]leur tie sharp r'ing of his splenldid iiew
skates oni te ice, anti eue cf tlin, %vlio couldtiie resist tuu'ninoe bis
licati, saw~ tmat lie wvas gainihîg ou tieîni rapitiiy.

.That boy ccrtaini uaes the 1 uickest tai'ns," said Mr. Hla-
tor, Il and olit te laia' the clip, evemi if lie ges inilifter the othmer3.
But lie sioii hlave stakîteti îlihon tlîe3 diti. IL iu'iiihî'l seein
fair ta tie huuitret beys anîd girls w~ho w"ere on banîd tut the ri-lit
tinjoe, anti have (loue thecir best, te givo it te bila. ;Still, if hie elc
wiîîs, l'Il t;a1k ta theilu about roall

But Jolinxy Nvias îîot going te wviî. Souie thioag,-lithess boy lîad(
whirlcti a stick fuar eut on the ice, ta show tme strengtli of ]lis aî'ma,
perhaps, and the gleamning ed-le of a skate strueck agaiîst it. Thiers-
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