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THE RURAL CANADIAN.

A4 FEW MISTARES.

BY F. MALCOL), BLANDFORD.

Many farmers do not sufliciontly value the fer-
tility of their land, Fertility in o mercheninble
shape, such as superphosphate, or guano, has a
markotable value, and it is not till those fertili
zers have to be resorted to, that mnny are aware
of tho blunder thoy have made. That which is
not valued is very likely to bo wasted. The
man commencing on a new and fortile farm is
very likely to act a8 many do when tho pocket is
flugh of money. ‘The danger is oven greater be-
oause tho wasta is not so perceptible. The msn
who is careful of his dollars, and at the samo
timo careless of the productive forces of his farm,
makes a mistake. Tho one is just as important
as thoother. Neither, when squandered, can be
restored, escopt by drawing on something else.
If a man loses his purse, he may replace it by
drawing on his land. If he wastes tha fertility of
hig farm, he may replace it by drawing on his
purse, that is, if ho owns one. 1In buying, or
valuing farm land, it shounld never be lost sight
of, that it is the fertility that is of value, and not
gimply quantity measured on the surface, and
yet many make the mistake of valuing surface
quantity more than depth. The depth of a farm

is more important than the breadth of it. There
is a good deal of land in this country that would
be increased in value by putting one hundred
acres on top of another, with something good be-
tween. This misteke leads to bad practice with
the manure pile.

“Thic being a thing of great value, it deserves
care and attention, just as well as a valuable
house. Serious loes results from the mistaken
idea 8o many entertain, that

MANURE CAN TARKE CARE QF ITSELF.

Having personal experience with tho difficulties
the common {armer has to contend with, Idonot
recommend, as is frequently done by agriculiural
writers, tl.e building of sbeds in which to store
the manure. ‘The cost is too great. Not one in
a thousand will give heed to such advice. But
what I do recommend is improvement on the
general practice. Insteal of leaving the manure
just where it can be easiest thrown or dumped,
it should ba piled as neatly as n building a
stack, and much in the same shape, till it is by
the first of May six feet decp, and flat on top.
Aronnd this manuro pile, there should be a few
places, slightly hellowed, to catch the leakage.
With a long bandled dipper this leakage can be

baled back on top of the pile. The surplus urine
which may not be absorbed by the bedding should
also bo added; and if any part of the pile should
come very hot, and io danger of fire-fanging,
the liguid should bo applied more particularly to
that part. This plap of carivg for manure is
easily practised, and I recommend it, not because
it is the best, but because it is an improvement
so easily adopted, that many, if made aware of
its advantages, would be likely to adopt it. It
also gives a neat and tidy appearauce to stable
yards.
The next mistake I will notice is the

TREATMENT OF PASTURES.

We have all heard the expression, ** I might just
ag well as not have bad two or three moure cows,
my pastures are kneo deep. ” Evidently thinking
that all was wasted that was not eaten. This
mistake results from ignorance of the laws of
bature,

Wo havo not yot got & graes and nover will got
ono, nor 1 fact any other kind of o plant that
grows for the purposo of being eaten, trod wpon,

leavos iu the air.
agamn obtainad.

plant ruined. Pasturo grasses are no exceptio

corresponding to th~ root. An old, well croppe

teaoh us the samo lesson. To be productive,
pastures must have a largo growth every year,
aud we must learn to be satisfied with simply
the surplus. To take the whole thing as many
strive to do is like killing the goose that lays the
golden egg. Many farmers have a distaste for
anything scientific in farming, not knowing
that all good farming is soientifio. Science in
farming is simply working in barmony with the
laws of nature. Anything not in harmony with
these laws is & mistake.

being pastured. It is a mistake.

soil, the land is becoming poorer.

added to,
THE OTHER IS A MACHINE

cepable of performing various kinds of work

tion.

thisis. Aside from thae cruelty practised on this

pocket, and what is worse in his moral nature.
Don't tell mo that it cannot be helped. Nine-
tenths of it could, if men were humane. Much

suffering does not cost food. To understand the
philosophy of sore shoulders, one has only to
carry a heavy pole on his own shoulder a short
time to be convinced that the point of pressure
should be ineide close to the neck, instead of ou}
on tha shoulder bone. Iu fact muscles-are in.
tended for pressure instead of bones, a8 wo may

the feet. Tf this were bettor understood, much
padding the haxness {o save the horae, the horse

should be padded with muscle to save the har-
pess,

S ey ey A . -~

THE COW A AIAUHINE,

I must not forget tho cow. Sie is also a ma-

orout off. Tho great ond of all animated nature
ia to preduco its kind. Tu order to do tbis, the
plant strikes its roots in tho ground, and its
If thoso loaves are taken off,
tho root stops growing, till an equilibriom is
1f the loaves are again and
ngai taken off, tho root becomes sickly and the

to this law ; it declares that all plants baves top

pasture is as mellow as an ash heap two
inches below tho surface, while in fence corners,
where stock bave not bad access, it is a stitf sod
six inches deep. Turnip beetles, potato bugs,
currant worms, caterpillars on apple trees, eto.,

chine, but oaloulated or capable of doing o vory
differont kind of work from the horse, but here
lies tho privcipal difference. Both are under tho
eamo law of nature. Both to perform their re-
spective functions require food, or if you liko
fuel, somethivg to give heat aud force. Both en-
tail loss to the owner through sufferivg. DBoth
insist on giving to their owner only tho surplus.
If the cow is asked to give milk, whilo only

cnough of food is givon to maintain the animal
d machine, she commenees to turn beef into milk,
just as the horse gives his flesh to tmn the fur-
row. Neither will give something for nothing.
Now, as it is evident that the machine must bs
run any way, and that it 13 only what is over aund
above that, that we can look for anything, it

n

stands to roason that the more we give the ma-
chine to do, the more profit we would have.
many farmers don't seem to think so. They are
satisfied to give little and get httle.

It is a very common impression with those
who don't get much mulk, that they have got

TRE WRONG BREED,

and an effort is made to improve. It may be by’

A provalent idea is that land becomes rich by
Something
oannot come from nothing. While milk, beef,
wool, horse-flesh, ete., are being drawn from the

But while mistakes of this kind are being made
with the soil, similar mistakes aro made with
stock. The diffcrence between tho two is that
one is a deposit that msy be drawn from, or

which to run successfully must be understood
quite *~ much as & steam engine. The engine
requires fucl, the animal food. And just as ger-
tainly as a locowotive requires a certein amount
of coal to move & train & certain distance, just so
certainly does a horse require a cerizin amount
of oats, or their cquivalent, to do a certain amonnt
of plonghing. If the fuod is not given, then the
owner is face to face with the fact that he is per-
forming the work by the consumption of Morse-
flesh, besides impairing the machine, running it
without grease, and so bringing it fast to destruc-
But an animal 18 something more than a
machine. Whether it be horse, cow, sheep or pig,
all aro capable of suffering. The horse suffers
hunger, thirst, the lasb, sore shoulder, lameness,
cold, flies, etc. And yet how fow comparatively,
act as if they bclieved that all this suffering
must be at the expense of food. What a mistake

noblo animal, the owner suffers in his own

of it would if it were not for the mistake that

geo by the paims of the hands and the soles of

suffering and money would be saved. Imstead of

gotting a thoroughbred bull of some other breed,
but more likely & grade. Nine-lenths of such
efforts end in smoke instead of milk. The great

thero is & breed thut will give milk without food.
Advertisements by Holstein breeders bave shown
that that breed has great capacities for milk
produotion. But I will gnarantee they have also
great powera of digestion. As s breed they will
have the ability of turning large amounts of food
into milk, but they must have the food. My ad-
vice to dairvmen is, to do better with the breed
they have, the grade Durhams, before they give
Jarge prices for any other. No other breed in
, | the world will consume more food or make better
use of it than the Durhams. It may be milk, or
it may be beef, it matters little which, there is a
good market for either.

To improvo the milking qualities, breed from the
best milkers, and again from the best, bearing in
miod that the sire should be from s good milking
mother. But we must not lose sight of the fact
that while we are improving in one direction wo
are losing in another. Weo cannot get bohind
the laws of nature, we must work in Larmony
with them. In getting anything, as Isaid before
it is at the expense of something else. If a man
wants 8 heavy draft horse, he must be satisfied
with low speed. If he wants speed be can bave
it but not along with great power of draft. The
best table fowls are not the best layers, and the
vest layers are mot what. are called ** yellow-
legged chickens.” Tho same laws hold good
with cows and in breeding grade Durhams we
do with them as we do with horses aud hens,
we conubine different qualities and get what we
may call a general purpose cow,—a cow not hav-
ing the highest quality for either wilk or beef,
but combining those in a degree that no other
breed will surpass.

1 have already referred to the loss snstained by
tho sufferings of animals, I will further remark,
that a cerlain degree of heat must bo maintained
by every animal organiem. If it is not done one
way, it must another. If it is not done by pro-
per stables, every avimal to a certain extent be-
comes & furnace for the burning of fuel orifood
Ice cold water is an oxpensivo drink, becausg th
animal uses part of its food to heatit, Idpn
say that wo can avoid loss in some of these dlire
tions. Butif the laws of nature were betrer u
derstood, bettor practice would prevail, azhd lar,

profite be oblained, -
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mistako is not in the breed, but in thinkiog that -
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