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doubt the first thing she said when she got out
of the door was, * Thank goodness! that's over;
I thought we should never escape.’ Then,
again, Dr. Gong likes to hear himself talk ; go
he gives a lecture, and professes pure philan.
thropy in doing it, and the company invited
overload him with thanks and praise till their
backs are turned, when they do as you have
done,”

#But If one always said exactly what one
thought ? said Mrs, Constant.

4 To suppress what we think is kind some-
times ; to tell all*would be equally unnecessary
and unkind; but the evil is in saying what we
don’t think, There is no necessity for that at
any time, and if alittle more regard were had
to truth, I am sure much discomfort would be
saved,’’

“Bat ocould I tell Mrs, Treddles not to gall
again, and show her the door when she did ; and
oould I say to Dr. Gong, «You are tiresome and
droning to the last degree, and never ask me to
listéh to you again ;” and to his nephew, ‘You

that secretary’s face as he reads and re-reads
the miraculous scrap of paper. He folds it uap,
and takes a turn up and down the ofice with it
held tight in his fist, and then carries it to the
window and opens it again—as people do, who,
in dreams, pick up purses stuffed with bank-
notes and diamonds, slowly and with bated
breath, and thinking that despite that first peep
surely it must be a delusion. No! it’s all right.
““One thousand pounds” are the words, plain and
unmistakeable, Acknowledge it in the T'imes?
Why, if he were permitted to do so, the grateful
secretary would sit down there and then, and in
the thankfulness of his heart pen an acknowledg-
ment that would fill a couple of columns at
least, exclusive of the double row of signatures
of the helpless little ones whom the money of
happy « A. Z.” had made glad.

But, as before mentioned, we eannot be all
“ A, Z's,” and the best that we can do is to be
charitable according to our means, Such, ac.
ocording to their own showing, are the amiable
men of money who advertise thelr willingness

miserable boy, you have given me a headache
inquired the lady.

s Certainly not,” said her husband ; *but you
need not make complimentary speeches that
you don’t mean, nor profess feslings that you
don't entertain, Whenever youdo, you are as
bad as Bright and Brown's nuts without ker.
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BURIED YEARS,

——

Sing me the golden past: its noon-tides* lendor,
Sweet summer walks, soft partings ‘neath the stars;
But waken Mem'ry’s soul with musio tender,
ud gently free Love from Grief"s prison-bars H
¥or pensive musings but renew my pain,
And buried years 0an ne’er come guk again!

Bosing me days o’er whioh hope’s rainbow bending
Cheer hearts at present fainting 'neath their cares,
And strike me joyous ohords, their burden blending
ith longinas which wiil break forth UnAwAares.
Marcb showers bring autumn erowned with precious

‘fuin. .

And buried yoars may yet come back again! .

. o %

But yestermorn,--nay, de not look! I’m blushing I--
One pnurpdrnn’nd my l&:ou?l’unn:to bliun;‘
Against his heart my maiden shyness orushing,
He whispared, with the well-remenibered kiss,

“ T;:f; have but ripsned hopes, like spring’s soft
“ And buried Years will now come back again!”

=—Casedll’s Magasine.

THE GENEROUS MONEY-LENDER !

BY JAMES GREENWOOD,

The unfortunate individual in humble eoir-
cumstances who has no relative or private
friend wealthy and willing enough to advance
biin the wherewithal to overcome his temponra-
Iy peouniary embarrassments, need not look
far afield before he may discover signal lights of
sucoor. It would really seem like an encour-
agemeont to thriftlessness, the abundance of
choerful beckonings from persons of means,
who are above all such paltry considerations as
interest for their vested capital, and who are at
the expense of keeping offices and clerks, and
advertlsing in the most expensive of newspa.
pers with the sole and single alm of assis
their downeast fellow-creatures, It is & satis-
fuctory sign of the advancing philanthropy of

- the age that these benevolent lenders are in.
creasing rather than diminishing in number—
satisfactory both as beepeaking that the spirit
of simple confidence of man in the integrity of
his fellow keeps pace with the progress of clvi-
lisation, and that instances of abuse of the said
confidence are rare. Of course it is not to be
expected that all who are blessed with wealth
can afford to give 1t away, It may be all very
well for such splendid fellows as “A. Z,” and
“R. B. D,,” and one or two others who take a
delight in Occasionally astounding needy asy-
lums of charity whoee directors are at their
wits’ ends how to meet the current expenses of
their establishment, with an anonymous gift of
a thonsand pounds, included in a brief note to
the effect that the donation may be acknowl-
edged in the second column of the Times. One
may pg:!tnre the awful amazement of the cor-
Tesponding secretary of some’ struggli home
for cripples or asylum for sick ohlldre:,‘ almost
on its last legs for want of funds, on receipt of
such & startling enolosure, Thore are letters
enough every day to open : - business lette;
lotters from candidates for admission, letters in
polite intimatlon of big accounts overdue, and
letters with smal post-office orders and with
postage stamps sent in answer to the last pe-
thetio appeal to the public for help. Then turns
up out of the heap a letter that is registered,
and the secretary in doubt and fear breaks the
seal. Bome folks are so careful of their dona~
tions, that if they send five shillings they take
the precaution of registering it; but it is more
commonly done when the enclosure is a bank
note. Perhaps this is a bank-note for five, ten,
maybe twenty pounds! Buch plums as the
last-montioned are by no means common, but
they have been known to find their way into
the asylum’s letter-basket. . And then the letter
is opened, and there appears the cheque, and
the bewildering words « Pay to A. B,, secre
of the Neglected Babjes’ Home, the sum of One
Thousand Pounds.” It would be worth double the
woucy to noble-hearted «A. Z.” could he see

to assist their fellow-mortals in distress. They
are even at the pains toinvent ingenious « catch-
lines” to head their advertisements, each one
trying to outvie his fellow-philanthropists in
this respect, in order that he may gather to
himself the greater number of subjects for the
exercise of his sovereign healing. Every morn-
ing, all the year round, do these charitable ones
call aloud from the newspapers; and there are
50 many of them all of & row, that if each had
sounding voloe instead of a typographed one,
there would ensue a din that there would be no
such thing as paying proper attention to the
police reports or the parliamentary debates,
“MonxY! MoNxY! MONEY!” one calls out in
letters so large and distinct that they seem al.
most to chink like sovereigns in the pocket.
“To all in want of money, apply immediately
at the Houndsditch Financial Discount Office,
Interost, five per eent. per annum. Payablo by
instalments to suit the convenience of the bor.
rower.” And the next: « To THE EMBARRASSED,
If you wish to obtain a loan of from five to five
handred pounds, all that you havetodo is tocut
out this advertisement and send it to our ofice,
stating sum required, etc., and four stamps for
reply.” Why four stamps? Why? He must
indeed be a stupid person who cannot divine
the reason at & glanee. Does not the registra.
tion of a letter cost just fourpence? and would
1t be safe to send a money enclosure, especially
to a stranger, without taking some precaution ?
All that you have to do is to state tho amount
of money you require, «etc.,” and you may rely
on a orisp little parcel of bank.notes by return
of post. To be sure it is somewhat difficult to
define the requirements of that brief etoetera,”
but for that matter one’s necessities must be
pressing indeed if he cannot wait the space of
two posts for the wherewithal to relieve him of
his anxieties; and there can be no doubt that
the obliging clerk of the office will be but too
happy, on receipt of an extra stamp, to enlight.
en him as to what “ete.” in loan-ofioe parlance
means.

It can scarcely be that the philanthropist who
8o frankly appeals to «the Embarrassed” in..
tends by his indefinite promise to subject thoge
who apply to him to the trouble and inconve-
nience of looking up anything in the shape of
tangible security he may happen to be possessed
of, and which the lender might like to hold, or
that he will be expected to procure s signed
bond for the amount from two or more substan.
tial householders. It cannot posaibly be 80, or
the “Friend to the Embarrassed” would do no
business at all. The good Samaritan who figures
next on the list would cut him out as neatly as
ever an intending borrower cut out the adver.
tisement as invited to. Here is Proposition
number four copled just as it stands in the
newspaper. This is an explicit announcement
if you like, There can be no concealed mean-
ing here, No doubtful phrase that can make a
borrower half resolved still further hesitate,
# D0 YOU WANT T0 BORROW MONKY ? If 20, ap.
ply at once to Mr.——, at the office, Kingsland.
Any amount under Afty pounds granted next
day, after application, on borrower’s own note
of hand. Repayments may be made monthly,
quarterly, anyhow that is suitable toour clients,
and by post-office order to save the trouble of
attending at the oflice. No inquiry! No omoe
fees! No seourity required!”

In the name of all that is enerous, what ean
& man who wishes his renow{m.mm to enjoy
a little of that which he has In such superabun-
dance say more to induce the needy to apply at
the office in Kingsland ?—an office, bear in
mind, that the advertiser himself provides with-
out fee or reward; for he particularly mentions
that though you are weloome to its Wse you are
not called on to pay as much asa penny towards
828, coal, or clerk’s wages. As for lnquiry fees,
he is scarcely the man to impose them, since
his nature is so confiding that he never makes
inquiry atall. He prefers not to make inquiry;
if he did 80 he might have his eyes opened to
the fact that there are in this wicked world a
certain class of persons so utterly heartless and
depraved as to design to abuse the child-like
trust of a loan.office keeper. If thers i3 a plan
to cheat him, he would rather be in ignorance
of 1t, even until after the base purpose is con.
summated, 80 that he may enjoy the sweet
consolation of reflecting tbat possibly the bor.
rower meant well, but that circumstances over
which he had no control prevented him from
acting up to the terms of the agreement, Any.
thing, anything, rather than that the loan-ofMce
keeper should be rodely shocked to wide-
awakedness as Tegards the world’s iniquity, and

should feel compelled, however regretfully, to
give up business altogether, or do violence to his

nature by making inquiries as to the solvency
of those who seek his aid.

Another kind of public benefactor who pro-
claims his disinterested desire to benefit his spe-
cles, 1s & person who, having money to lend, is
by no means disposed to be confounded with
professional flnaucial Samaritans. This per-
son heads his advertisement in an amateurish,
unbuesiness-llke manner, that one would think
would expose him to the machinations of those
unscrupulous ones who are perpetually roaming
about seeking what in the shape of gullelessness
they may devor :—

s« A PRIVATE GENTLEMAN, with & few
thousands at his command, is desirous of negoci-
ating loans of small amounts,—say from five
pounds to twenty-five, — with persons of inte-
grity who are tom porarily embarrassed. Trades-
men, clerks, and others must be prepared to
furnish credentials as to their respectabliity, as
the system of inquiry adopted by the principals
of ordinary loan-offices Is dispensed with. The
gentleman has no connection with professional
money-lenders, and makes the offer as a bond
Jide boon to the publie, on a New and Improved
System, whereby all respectable persons can
have immedlate cash accom modation. The rate
at present charged, and until the alteration is
publicly announced wiil 8o remain, is five per
cent. Prospectus free. No office fees. No preli-
minary charge of any kind.”

And yet poor folks talk about the difficulty,
they at times experience 1n tiding over their
temporary troubles, and of how hard they find
it to make both ends meet. Likewise they are
not unfrequently heard to grumble about the
proneness of the rich to grind and oppress their
brethren in distress, and of the monstrous differ-
ence there 18 in the rate of intereat exacted from
the humble compared to that which ts cheer-
fully accepted from the well-to-do, ‘Why, here
isan individual who expresses his wlllingness
to lose by every monetary transaction he en-
gages in. With the Bank rate at seven per
cent, he comes forward, with his cheque book
inhis hand, and invites «all respectable persons”
to come and borrow of him at five per cent. All
that an unfortunate tradesman has to do is to
look up a few evidences of his respectabllity,—
& copy of the registration of his legitimate birth,
a dupllcate of his marriage certificate, and any
old recelpts for the payment of pew-rents or
income-tax he may happen to bave by him,
These, it may be presuined, will suffice,—these
and the tradesman’s note of band, to the effect
that, assoon asit may be oonvenlent, he will
refund the amount of the loan advanced, and
the Private Gentleman will forward the money
at once.

The most wonderful part of the business is

that despite the vast number of « embarrassed
ones” who must be constantly on the leok-out
for a friendly.disposed person, such as the ¢ Pri.
vate Gentleman,” and the certainty that thou-
sands must ere this have found him outand pro-
fited by his munificence, he has not tired of his
good-natured task. He still advertises in the
newspapers,—nay, it is a fact, that whereas a
Year since he modestiy confined himself to one
or two of the cheap and popular « weeklies,” he
nowappearsevery morningof the week and every
week ot the year in the dailies as well Surely
he must be ruining himself,—unless, indeed, his
business is like that of the Cheap Jack, wholost
by every separate artlcle he sold, and whose only
hope of his making any profit lay in the enorm-
ous extent of his dealings. Either this, or the
majority of the « respectable public” 10 whom
he 80 candidly appeals, must have discov-
ered that the Private Gentleman is an arrant
humbug, the most objectionable humbug
of the whole loan - office fraternity, who
a5 & rule, are merely wolves in sheep’s
olothing, while Mr. « Private Gentleman” ap-
pears as alamb—innocent and tender, and with
& blue riband round his neck. His great card is
this affectation of simplicity, and he deliberate~
1y lays himself out as & noodle, who has money
and don’t know what to do with it. This an.
Swers a double purpose. He oatohes the timid
borrower,—the really respectable, bashful, poor
fellow, who never in his life borrowed money
before, and who would sooner die aimost than
reveal his tem porary destitution to his friends,
This is the individual who 1s shy of the ordinary
loan-office. e has heard that there is & bond
of brotherhood amongst the whole gang of loan.
office harples, and that the ledgers of each are
open for inspection for the mutual protection of
all. This being go, it 1s possible, despite all
he may be able to do to the contirary, that his
secret may leak out and become known. Bat
the Private Gentleman who fearlessly tells the
company of loan-mongers that he has not, nor
desires, any connection with them ; that he
eschows thelr method of busineas aitogether, and
bas one of his own that better agrees with his
oonsclence—there can be no harm in applylug
to such a one. No one need ever know it. As
the advertisement says, tho utmost secrecy will
be observed, and repayments may be made by
Post-ofice order. This is the sort of customer
the Private Gentleman prefers to auy other, as
affording fatler and more tendes picking. But
he relies as well for a goodly shars of his profits
on the many who come to bite, and ind them-
selves bitten,—on persons of the Micawber breed,
who, in order that the sleed may nol starve
while the grass is « tarning up,” will borrow
at every avallable opporiunity—men who bave
oblalned at the regular of-
fces untll their names are no longer good for
anylhing at those establishments, True, there
is not very much goi by bagging this kind of

game, bat wilh the Private Gentleman if Is
merely & quesiion of powder and shot expended

in bringing such birds down, compared with the
value of their carcases. He lures them to him,
these old birds, and they ecome to his call meeX
as pigeons. It must be an instructive spectacle
to witness a passage of business between tho
two,—the Private Gentleman protesting agains
the abominable ways of the vulgar professional
loan-negociator, and the other agreeipg with
every word, and asserting that he never could
have been induced to apply for assistanoce 10
such a ravenous horde, and that it was only be-
cause of his implicit faith in the Private Gen-
tleman, &c., &c. But the Private Gentleman
gains something by the interview. The wolfé
Peeps out of the lamb-like eyes, and disoovers
in the applicant a fellow-creature of prey,
though of meaner capacity than himself, and
from that moment there is as much hope of his
obtaining a loan from the Private Gentleman, as
of that individual turpning honest. 8till, the lat~
ter cannot have his time wasted ocom pletely.

#Oh, yes, he has nodoubt that what is desired

may be done. He cannot say off-hand, of course,
He must submit the proposition to his lawyer,
without whose advice he never acts, and his
lawyer’s fee 1s ten shillings—a mere trifie only,
in fact ninepence in the pound, but it must b
Pald in advance, Itis not for the Private Gen-
tleman’s benefit, He is prepared to act strictly
In accordance with the terms of his advertise-
ments, and to charge not one farthing for his
Personal expenses or for inquiry, but these legal
men, my dear sir—-"

And twice out of three times the would-be
borrower, wide awake and experienced as he is
is taken off his guard by this eccentric and de-
cidedly un-loan-office-like way of doing busi-
ness, and paris with the ten shillings, and there
is an end to the transaction.

But it 1s the bond fide willing-to-pay borrowe?
who is best worth fishing for. The loan-offict
shark has invented a beautiful and perfect sys
tem of late years, So safo! There is not
& loan-office in London and for twelve miles
round that is not perfectly well acquainted
with the transactions of every other similar es
tablishment. Every night of his life the Pri-
vate Gentleman doubtless receives from the
other offices a list of all applicants on the pro-
ceding day, together with the results of enquiry
into thelr past lives and tuture prospects. Were
1t Dot for this, the same individual, the borrower
and his surety or sureties, might make success*
ful application at every establishment in the
metropolis, and so doan immense stroke of
swindling business. He must be, however, an
extremely clever person who can ¢ raise the
wind” at anyone’s expense but his own, if he
ventures to take the owners of a loan-office i
hand as his hellows for the purpose., He s &
very lucky person if, having meddled with the
limed twigs that the rapacious villains hold out
80 temptingly, his wings are not so utterly crip-
pled and clogged as to be useless for free flight
for many a year afterwards. The newspapers
have of late revealed many instances of the
heartless behavior of money-.enders towards
their victims, but where one of the latter and
oourage enough {0 go to a magistrate and ex-
plain the wrong they have endured, there are
fifty who are so completely crushed and ruined,
alike in spirit and worldly estate, that they
sink and are passed over and heard of o
more. It is appalling the amount of mischie!
these petty loan-office people work. It is a fact
within the writer's knowledge that there is &
broker and auctioneer in only one distriot, 8
district at the east of London, who is kept con-
stantly going, and has as much as he can do t0
sell by auction at his ¢ rooms” the seizure made
on bills of sale, and which are provided him by
only three loan-offices. The < bill of sale” is the
weapon that the modern lender of small sum$
at an interest of from forty Lo seventy per cent
wields with such deadiy effect. It did not use t0
be s0, 1f a loan-office borrower fafled in the
payment of the agreed~on instalments, his cre-
ditor sought no other remedy than the county
court, but 1t is different now. The security In-
sisted on {8 much more substantial than a pro-
missory note with two or three names append-
ed; the money-lender will have, by hook or by
crook, or by both—for his daring in ths regpect
is very remarkable — a document that shall
enable him, in the event of the terms of the
contract being in the least disregarded, Lo swooP
dowa on the household goods of the defaultery
and cart them away withoula moment’s notioe:
and right and left the - whole tribe of extortion*
1sts are making hay until such time as the sup
of knowledge shines and disperses the haze of
ignorance that at present envelops (the minds of
men of humble station asto whatsa terrib!®
scourge in the hands of an inexorable enemy #
bill of sale is. The amount of ignorance prevall
ing on this subject is astonishing. It may b®
safely said thatin no one case brought before ®
police court as it been shown that the victim w8$
aware of the power that the loan-office proprie”
tor held over him, Inthe majority of cases, bY
some sort of sleight ot hand and bamboosling
the borrower and his unlucky surety have been
induced to sign & document improperly siled
in; and, incredible as it may appear, in fou
Oases oat of five, what the dupe signs is merely
8 blank stamped paper. It has been said #0
many times that it 1s scarcely worth while re°
peating here, that men who do such rash thing®
are uuworthy the sympathy and ocondolonce
men of sense ; at the same time it should
be forgotten thatii comes fairly within the fun®
tlons of the law to protect fools from the ms”
chinations of rogues. It ig comnmon for & m#
lstrale lo remark to a poor fellos who comes
{o him to declare that the loan-office vallure®
lhiave pounced on his house and eleaned 1 0U%
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