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A Memoir of the Rev. Leigh Richmond, A. M.—
Author of the Dairy Man's Daughter, Young Cot-
tager, &c.

[CoNTINUED.]

** In 179G, Mr. Richmond begau scriously to think
of takiog orders. aud of marrying vn a curacy. In
that situation, he intended couscieatiously to do his
duty, though he had not the deop seuso he afterward
entertained of the vast importance and responsibihuy
of tho charge ho was about to undertake.”

The importaut period to which Mr. Tate alludes
was now arrived, when it begame necessary thas he
should no loager delay his chuice of a profession,—
that choice, which exercises so powcrfurtm influence
over all tho events and circumstances of future hfe,
and in which our usefulness and moraf responsibility
aro so deeply invélved.

It was “ho wish aud intention of Mr. Richmond's
father that ho should einbrace the profession. of the
law. with tho view of being called to the bar; but
aiter taking his dogree, the predominant views of his

mind are thus expressed in the fullowing lotter :—

. « Cambridge, Feb, 18th, 179:1.
** My dear Father, . :

¢ It has long been my wish to write to you on the
subject which has occupicd so much of my attention
of late ; and on which, during the sulema interval of
my confinoment, I had more frequont opportunities
of meditating than on any former occasion. I hope
and trust that I have thought more seriously on this
subject, and have pursued a more regular train of
souand reasoning and scif-cxamination on account of
my illness, than if I had enjoyed an uninterrupted
series of good health. The time is now arnived
when, after having passed through the regular forms
of an academic education, it is expected that a young
man should sclect his profession’; and ou the foun-
dation (which he cithier has, or ought to have laid in
tho university) of sound learning and good inorals,
should begin to raise a superstructure of such mate-
rials as may render him an ornament to his profes-
sion &nd a satisfaction to his friends.

< I should here feel myself guilty of much ingrati-
tude, cr at least of much unpardonable neglect, if I
did not, at this period of my E‘.‘o return you my meost
sincorc and unfeigned thanks for the repeated testi-
monies of affection and geocrosity- which I have ox-
perienced for upwards of two-and-twenty years at
your hands : more especially do I feel mysclfindebt-
€d to you, during the last four years, for placing mo
in a situation in which I have cnjosed numberless
happy hours; have formed friendships and ccnuex-
ions, which are a source of honest prids and satis-
faction; aod have had an opportunity (which I
Lopo I have not catircly thrown away) of making
great proficicacy i such studies and acquircments,
as must and will be the chicf basis of my future use-
fulness and happiness. If such be the obligations
which I owo to your kindness, what must be my in-
sensibility to evory tic of affecuon, and to every prin-
ciplo of honourable feeling, wore I deficient in my
expressions of grautude to tho benovolent author of
50 many blessings. No, sir, I am ncither ungrateful
nor jnsensible. ft has not been my custom, hitherto,
to make long professions, nor to enter 1nto a detail
of my internal fechngs; and, perhaps owing te a

sficiency of this kind, I may have suffered i your
opinion, on seme particuiar occastons, more than 1
doserved. It now appears, thercfore, to be the more
advisable to unfold iyscif at large, obscrving, at the
same time, that the cgief faults and errors of which
1 hitherte have been, and of which 1 am still, I fear,
too suscoptiblo, have not arisen from any sourco of
moral depravity, or inaato viciousness; but from an
evil, which I sce much too provalent among youn
mon, and from the contagion of which I havo not
Leen entircly able to escape; I mean, the want of
rosolution te resist temptation, when it is opposod
to their better convictions, A very moderato ac-
quaintance with the younger part at least, of man-
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‘Kind, wili convinco any observer, that a certain de-
greo of irresolution is by no meaus inconsistent with
many better qunlitics. aud often has its origin rather
in the influenco of exterqul example, than in any
real vicivusness of the heart.  But [ can tuly say
that I am very desirous of becoming such as your
most sangnino wishics could expeet, and 1 look oy

theso my resolut ans. . L
« [t appesrs to me, that in reviewing the respee-

miving upon one of them, a very intinato self-ex-
amination iy requisite, previous to the formativa of
any fixed resolution. It has been my endeavour for
five months past to pursue this diflicult undertaking ,
and I hope Yhme not faded in the aueinpt.  The
church and the law are two subjects tu which 1 have
dirccted my attention. I Lave c¢ousulted ) own
inclinations, abilities, deficiencies, merits, aud de-
merits, and examned them in as many points of
view as ! have been able, in order to determine
which of these professious was the best caleulated to
promote my own, aud the v Mare of others. My
present determination is ip favour of thy furl’ncr,
principally from the following considerations. The
sucrczr profession is in itself without doubt the mest
respectable and the most useful in which any wau
of principle and educativn can possibly be engaged.
"The benelits which it is the province of the Jd.igy-
man to bestyw on his fellow creatures are  mwore
widely disseminated, aud aro in thon:clves tore in-
trinsically valuable, than thoso of e¢very uther pro

fession or cinployment united together. To a con-
scientious mind, therefore, that Tino of Tife appears
to be the most elligible, in which he may be enabled
to do the most sulid good to wankind.

* Que vecy strong argument with myself for pre-
ferring the church to the law is, that I have found,
from four ycars' experience, a strong inclination to
study several branches of literature, which are far
more connected with the church than with the law,
as ucither their nature nor the time requisite to be
bestowed upon them would zllow tho Jawyer to ex-
ercise Lunseif in them. Whatthese are shall be che
subjoct of future information to you. At present,
my desire of becoming a veRrY good general scholar
is so much stronger than tbat of becoming an Ex-
TRENELY good pasticular ene, that Y am convinced
I could not throw aside the hopes of pursuing my
favourite views in that way, aud dedicating mysell
solely to oane, sad that peraaps nut the mostmvitmg,
without the utwost regret.

# Your affectionate son,
“ Leau Ricuxoxp.”

In these views the father of Mr. Richmond ulti
mately expressed his acquiescence, though his own
wishes inclined him to recommend the choice of the
bar; aod thus was tho profession of the church de-
termined upon, for which he afterwarws proved to
be sa singularly qualified, and whero his infiuence
and services were so widely felt and acknowledged.

He continued to reside at Cambridge 1iHl the end
of the Midsummer term, in 1797, pursuing those
studies which were more immediately connected with
his future destination.

The following lotter, the last that he wrote from
college to his father, expresscs Lis sentiments more
fully on the subject of the minstry, and his prepara-
tion for those dutics on which ho was now on the
eve of entering. It is dated June 30th, 1797 :—

« My dear Father,

“J take this opportunity of roturning you my
most hearty and sincero thanks for all yor - kindness
tomo during my stay at Cambridgo, s.r the last
{uearly) cight yoars. 1 look back on the time which
i have there »pent, with a considerable mixture of
ain and pieasure. ‘That I have done things which
ought not to bave doae, and negleted to do things
which I ought to havo done, 15 most truo 3 yet have
1 added very considerably to my stock of literary in-
formation—havo gained the good-will and approba-
tion of many respectable and good men—have made

acqunintances and friends of soveral hterary and
worthy chaructors—havo ennblod myself, 1 trust, by
the improvement of my abilitics, such as they are,
heroufter to maintan myself. I have also had an op-
purtunity of coutemplating men, manuers and morals
to a very extensive degree; and finaliy, in an age
of much infidelsty, and surrounded by many, whowe

to a supcrior Power fur assisunce nut to vidlate, principles savoured strongly of acrshoon, T have

built up a fabric of confidence in, and love for, thet
holy religion of which 1 am now a professor, o

tive merius of o differeut professions, aud ie duter-  thus I ultimately look a8 my {uure guide throngh

life, and hope it will enablo me to bear wuh 1oru-
tudo thuso evils, which may be m sture for me; for
who can expoct exempuon ! In return for these
advantages, I have unly to ofler you mv geatstude,
and my affection, and let swhat will hereafter ve-
como of nie, bear in nund that st s uet i the powrr
of any thing buman to lessen, either ithe one vr the
‘othcr. Tam now preparing to undertzke what §
cannot but consider as a_must serous zad weighty
charge—the solo respumsibihity, as resulent elergy-
man, of two parishes.  So far as mtoruation is re-
quired, I hope I have net laboured w vam; so far
as good resolution is concerned, I trust, I am not de-
ficient : asregards my success and future conduet i
this importaut calliu%. I pray God’s assistance to en-
ablo me to do_my duty, and to becoeme a worthy
member of the Established Church 3 a church founa-
cd ou the purest and most exalted prineiples of un-
sopbisticated Chrishanity, us dehvered by its divine
author himwself, and confirmed and explained by his
inspired successors. The character of a fashionzbie
parson is iy aversion; that of an ignorant or carc-
lessone, I seo with pity and contewnpt; that of a
dissipated aue with shame ; and that ot an unbeliev-
ing one with horror. 1 am very busy preparing ser-
mous for my Juture flock. It vequres much prac-
tco to_write w.th fluency and case. Believe me to
be, with overy seitunent of regard and affection,
“ Your son,

L. Ricnuoxp.”
+To Dr. Ricimond,
Grecian Coffee House, London.”

Mr. Richmond was orlained deacon in the month
of Juue, 1797, and'proceedad to the degree of M. A.
the begihning of July, in the sawe year. On the
22 of the same moath, he was manied to Mary
ouly daughter of James William Chamhers, Esq. of
the city of Bath ; iwmediately after which, he pro-
ceeded to the Isle of Wight,” and entered upon the
curreies of the adjoining parishes of Brading and
Yaverland, on the 24th of July. He was ordained
priest in 17Y8.

DIVINITY.

SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON,
PREACHED BY THE
REV. MR. CARTER,
(Of Braiotree, at Chelmsford, Essex),
Jan. 28, 1836.

Text, & Corintlians, v. 10.—~For w :
bcfo(:t‘l.hc Judgment-sc‘at of Christ. o must all appear

It is awful to look around, and observe how little
the minds of men are engaged on those subjeets in
which they are most deeply interested, and on
which their greatest happiness depends.  Engaged
in_the concerns of the world, men ha. . bitle dispo-
sition to bend their minds to death, Judgmeat, and
oternity 3 but, accustomed to so0 ono event happen
to all, both the rightcous and the wicked, thoy foal-
ishly persuado themselves, all wil! be right at Jast,
and they cry, * Peace, peace,” v ! en there is uo
peace. And some even go far cnvugh 1o persuado
themselves that there is no reality  nother world,
and sceptically ask, * Where is tho promise of his
coming ! but dreadful will he the cnnsequences of
thoir fglly in a day of judgment, wicn they will bo
undeccived, to their utter dismay and confusion.
Tho word of God continualty refers us to the sub-
Jject, and enforces upen us a scrious attention to it
« for wo must all appear before the judgment-seat
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of Christ.” But letus consider,



