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panthers, &c., wiio %iîi coîîstantiy bite and touar
their flcslh, anti thus torincnt thein for ever anI
ever. Tiiese are tilt the ideas tue Iniins have
of a future state, and f iey cati cauccive of' no
grcatcr degrce of feiicity as the rcward of good
and cvii.

Tite discases niost comnton atntongst the
Aborigines of Ainerica before îte landing of
Europeans,wvere fewmn coîtiparison 10 the nutuber
afwasting diseases titat are now rapidiy tinnîng
titeir atînîbers and debiitating their constitit-
fions. There is a saying anîong oitr people,
that in tue days of otîr f*oreJ.ttiiers tiîey %vere
sa exenmpt front sitckne--s, that as the cedar trce
îvhici lias stood tuic storiits ofmiany ages,!iicws
the first syniptams of decay by tlying at tue
top branchies, so tue ageil Indian, sinking utier
the weight of' rany winters, beLoliens by lits
grey liairs and furrowcd chîecks, tliat life is
nowv dcciing.

Tite diseases niost c'iînnîan to tue Indians
%vcre constimption, pleurisy, coitgh, wvorîîîs, and
dysentcry.

The nicasles, siall-pox, lioop)ing-cotigi, tutt
otiier contagions disorders, were tînknown fo
the Indiana before tue iantling of thic witienian.
But now thcy are subjeet 10 ail tîtese mtaladies,
ani suffiier n.uch froîn Oient, not hnowing Ilicir
nature; and being mnach exposeti ta tue starnis
anti wintls, they tz-kie coldu whicli inecase the
virulence of the cotupiaint, ami thus hutrry
tiiousands off tlie stage of life.

POWoWS Oit ~ECN-iY
Eacli tribe lias ifs iniedicinc-tncti and wvoiaen,

wlîo arc consulteti and cînploycd in ait titrcs or
sickness. These îiowows' are persons %%,liî
have distinguislict tiiettiseives by perforinîi
extraordinary cures cithecr by the application ci'
roats and ierbs-, or by incantations.

When an Indian wislies to ho itîîtiatcd into
the order of a powow, in the first place lic pays
a large fec to thiefacziy; lie is then tah-en in-
to the woods, wlicrc he is tatiglit the nanies
ana virtues o? the various tisofuil plants; trieor
this lie is instructeti how to cliaunt the medi-
cine-song, andi iow ta iîrny, wliich prayer is a
vain repetit ion offered up ta tue M~as, or of Life,
or snuncdoo wvhom theic afihicteti imagine thcy
have offcndcd. Tite poivows arc iicl iii iîli

vencratioîî by their deiuded bretiirea, nlot so
inii on iLceotint of their knoivledge of Mcdi-
cine, as of the sutpioseti iagical po-wer they
iîosss, for tlîey practice %vitciicraft, an accout
or w-iicli 1 shall give liercafter. It is to their
interest to itiike these credulous pcoplcbciieve
fint tlîey cit nt pleasure hold intercourso with
tue inunedoas wvio are ever rcady to give thcm
tue informiation tiîey require.

I amn acquainted witiî a noted Medicine ma
(a cliief) residing at the WVest, wiîo by art andi
tnning lias gaitied flic fear aof ail the Indiana

vhio knov ii, so mucli so, that the other
citiefs never undertalie any thing of importance
w~itiiout consulting lîir; if lie approves it is
wcll, il' not, the object is abantioncd. This
citief is qîîite like a îîatriarch among bis people,
ant iînay bo considcrcd a ricit pagart Indian, as
lie possesses înany harses wvhiclt run wild ont
time plainîs, ami are oniy caught as hoe wishes to
£oit or use thi ciii.

It is% saiti that lie lias obtaincti rnst of hi%
possesgioîis by lus powowisms on tlie sick, and
cîîring those wiîo are bewitched. The pov-
ows arc gcrally wveli paid for tîteir perfarin-
ances, citiier by a gun, kettie, blanket, coent or
a gallon or twa af whiske-y; whcn the latter
article is deiiiaaded and paid, fthe performance
ai' tue pow~owv is sure ta bo crowned by adrunk-
cii frolie, in wliici tlîe doctor joins with bis
coiiprtaions for a îw'iole niglît, singing, yclling,
and licating a drum, intici ta the annayance aof
tlie allhicted persan wiiosc sîfl'crings are ag-
gravated anîd dcathli astcned by titis cruel treat-
aient.

WITCItCaArr.
As flic Powovs aiways imite %vitchcraft witli

the application ai' titeir inedicines, I shae nowv
give a short account ai titis curiaus art.

WVitclics and Wizards are persans supposeti
ta po.;!c-zs lte agcncy ai' fainiliar spirits from
wiioni tiîey reccive powcr ta inflict discases on
titeir ciiemies, prevent tlie good luck of the
humter, ami the succcss ai tic warrior.

At titeir ilh andi pîcasître tiîcy arc supposeti
ta fly invisibiy rroiti anc place ta anather, tura
tliomselves into bears, wolves, faxes, owls,
batc, anti sak, wiiici feats lhey prctead ta
accoînplibli by ptttting on tie skins of thcscani-
inals, ai. tte s-ane timne cryingr anti howv1ing in
imnitaftoit ai' lit:' creafure f.hey wisi ta represcat


