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‘revious Chapters,
Vivien Kensn and Eddie Hdverton,
j.odern soldiers of fortune, have beea
vambling with lHubert Baxenter, a8
spercus attorney, in his Loi lon
ments. fler their departure
ate nigkt Renton 1eturns to the
1ouse, murders Baxenter and hides
ke bedy on the rcof. While waiting
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looked round for a means of com
is esmape. To a man who
ralood lockcraft as he did this was
wle matter, and by the time the
in the tiny belfry was chiming
eleven M. Baptiste Dartin was in the
kitle plantation of firs which sur-
rounded the sacred building.

Cautiously he made his way to the
lodge and, scaling the gateway, cros
el the bridge and reached the high
roc Midway between the chateau
and the “Three Lilies” he came upon
col¢d Henri, who was returning from
tha inn.

Vivian stopped him. He had been
into Blois, he told the man, to order
the frames for the pictures. By the
way. would it be convenient for him
to finish the dining-room sketch the
next afiernoon? In the meantime,
would Henri honor him by returning
to the “Three Lilies” as his guest,
there to opcii a bottle of the realy
excellent claret that house provide

It took Vivian three days to finish
the sketch, and when finally he de-
parted from Massey he left old Henri
in the seventh heaven of delight, for
had not the gentleman taken | pi
tures into Blois and ro
them framed in gold?
gentleman would come
paint some more picture
bad almost maid a3 much.

Three days later the gentic man in
question was ceated with a jewel
dealer of great wealth and indiffer-
ent morals in an office in a street
bchind the Hoogstraat in Rotierdam.
For the first time in the merchant's
life he was unable to deal single-
handed with the collection which was
cet out before him. But there are
other jewel merchants in Holland, and
by the united efforts of three of the
&(;n'r;ri;n) ones - in the trade the col

ion of diamonc) emeralds and
rubies from the Chateau Chauviile
changed hands to the satisfaction of
the gentleman who had called to dis-
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years he had passed in
ment overlocking the
tors of Dartm which had followed
the taking of those impressions,
came back to him in shuddering force.
But that time of terror was all over
now. Hubert Baxenter lay unavenged
in the family vault at Highgate and
the affair of his death no longer|
claimed the public attention. The po-
lice had apparently dropped the case,
and the most blatant of the “yellow
press had long been silent on a sub-
Ject from which they had squeezed all
sensation.
And E Haverton, -ever since|
ember night, had run straight
to say, that in any venture
he put his brain and hand
reful to remain well on the
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He did not advert
nection with the stage
be, but the theatrical world were well
aware that he was the power bebind
the throne in more than a few touring
uc , and that London managc
were beginning to speak of and fear
this man who rcbbed them by his spe-
cious offers of scme of the most prom-
ising - members of their companies.
For Eddie Haverton's scent for “tal-
ent” was keen, and many a chorus
girl and two-line actor owed a big
success to the man who had watched
them from the stalls.

It had just been like his luck that
Haverten should secure the services
of Stella Benham. It was his rule,
and he found it a paying one, to watch
the performances of understudies
with infinite care, His knowledge of
human nature and of the life and jeal-
ousies of the world behind the scenes

y
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| g@ave him an advantage that he was|

rot slow to take.

Stella’s reign in the name
“The Slum Duchess” had been
brief. Miss Foster, who had hoped

| to stimulate the taste of the public!
i by her absence and to return to them

|

enhanced by comparison, rapidly re-
covered from her indisposition op

hearing of the success of her under- |

study. She returned to her duties in
three days and Stella was again rele-,
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The stuffy, common dressing-room
now seemed to her more stuffy than
ever; the one dresser to four girls
a very different person from the
weman who had for three nights done
her hair and buttened her shoes with
such respectful attention. The talk of
her companions, too, their suppers,
their loves, all struck Stelia as being
essentially vulgar. A lady by birth
had never been 'really - popular

with these girls, whose looks were
(h(nr only asset and whose figures
were of vastly more account than their
morals. Now that jealousy was added
their dislike Ste life  became
unbearable.

There is little doubt that had Moes-
enthal ‘himself been at hand some
promise of better things \\u.lH have
been held out to the
the old manager was

tack of gout and
and his deputy, a monocled non-

of ludn years, scemed
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to lh< surroundings
ecome distasteful to her,
fixed her s"vn ature to a con-
before she right tnew  what
she was doing.

Eddie was thinking a great deal
about the clever little actress as he
looked out of the window of his well-
appointed flat. He had finished and
enjoyed an early breakfast and now
sat smoking an excellent cigar ani
gazing out over Myde Park, stretched
out beneath m in all the enticing
glamor of Spring. It was barely nine
o’clock, but the grass was already well
peorled and the musical sounds of
motor horns, as the cars Sped west-
ward along Piccadilly, told him that
the town dwellers were taking early
amnn’zxu' of this May Sunday.

Stella—a pretty name—Stella Hav-
erton would sound well, eh? Eddie
tried to te'l himself that forty-eight
was but the prime of a man': life—a
little before the prime, perhaps—and
that hair a little gray over the ears
was not unattractive. His two years
of comperative honesty had had a
most beneficial effect, not only upon
thv actions of Mr. Eddie Haverton, but
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