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. (mu Star.)
A local Liberal paper saw fit, some .days ago,
oamng of the Premiers of the Overseas Dominions |
of the Empire, mnounlmy lutmon m Tories of Britain and the

Tories of Canada. So

_“SNIPING” AT BOI

r would

mention If it were not ata Urm vitally nnunry that not the smallest
misunderstanding be permitted to slacken the arm
inconsiderable section of our people—and it must be
section which wouid swallow so fantastic a erutlon of furious partiz.

anship.
Of course, the Laborite Hughes

South Africa must be In this “Tory” conspiracy.

ical gh to |

s

“We arefighting for a worthy

our arms until that purpose has been fully achieved.” =~ H. M. The King.
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE EMPIRE—Every fighting unit we can
send to the front meang one step nearer peace.

purpose, and we shall not lay down

NATIONAL SERVICE.

Reports from Ottawa ane to the ef
fect that the past few days have wit-
nessed a veritable avalanche of signed
National Service cards from all parts

: of Canada. This is as it should be,
and if there are any New Brunswick-
ers who hiave not yet complied with
the request of the Director General ot
National Service to complete the cands
and return them to the Post Office De-
partment they should do so at onoe.

It is taken for gramted, of course,
that we Canadians are serfous in this
war and that when we voice the opin-
jon that Germany must be beaten we
also state our willingness to do all in

our power to bming about that mud

desired result. Qanadians musi recog:

nize the vital necessity of victory, must

t will mean to this coun-
oocur to prevent
triumph of British amms. Ot
course we know that a German vie
tory would mean goodsby to British
to British dinstitutions in so

realize wih
try should anything
ithe

freedom,
far as Canada is concerned. All these
things have been taught evem to the
¢hildren in the school room and every
adult in this country knows them by
heant.

It that is
salous that as between victory

the case, if. we are con-
and
defeat there is a great,chasm and that
British viotory will assure the preser-
vation of Canada a British country,

under the flag

aerty and enjoying

of

% continuance of the benefits we have

kmown since Confederation, wihile Brit-

ish defeat will make us forever vas-

sals of Prassianism, if all these things

are so pla apparent to us, the

T8

question niatt y arises what are iwe

? Because themre

to do about it

are @ lot of us in this country wiro
are doing virtually mothing.
Nati Service brings an oppor

portu let the Gov-
willinig

It

now what we are

ing tio do.

and, per contra, Wik

not

Oanad

n between the ages of 16 amll
65 will &
ly—th
inflerest

ail himself freely and frank- ‘

he is in earnest about hlsL

I:y\
izp~‘\

in the war and if his loy

represents anything more than

a

yed phra

>, The Canadfan Govern-|
|

ment requires to kmow certain l‘ul'\"“!
amd we « provide the Gnformation,

We are at war and it is our bounden i

hing we can to aid in |

Have “61

)y do every
il

prosecution.

1ot do not let another hour |
\

in and signing that

1l Service appeal is pos-

1 1S ill be made; if it

tails sher measures may be neces-|
iry and as Mr. Bennetit plainly inti-
Ll n dis ac he other night,
becom= n they will be

It iIs not a e for alarmist

but it certainly is a time when

there sh be

the n]amml of plain

speaking an ely neces-

sary in r own interes

people

s that the

Canadian respond to this ap-

peal. It is of equal importance that
the reply for

the in-

should be prompt the

res to secure
ly as possible.
-

THE MILK QUESTION AGAIN,

The Standard respectfully directs
the attention of the members of the
City Council to an interesting circular
letter signed by Primecrest Farms
14d., which is published in thig morn-
ing’s issue, and which has already
been  circulated among produc-
ers from whom that concern has pur-
chased milk,

It will be noticed that, despite the
statement that the dealers were pay-
ing more than 40 ocents per eight-
quart can for milk, the circular speci-
fically names that sum as the price to
be paid after January 1st, or the price
that is paid for the milk that firm re-
ceives today, The commissioners
are also asked to note that when
mgents of the company handie the
milk a reduction of one cent per can
is made, and this despite the fact
that the representative of the city
dairymen who stated the case to the

used their best effort to probe the mat-
ter of the price of milk to the bot-
tom. They have mot fairly tested the
power of the Dominion Government's
order-in-council framed to deal with
such cases.
yet been justified in this city and it
will certainly be in the interests of

| of Potsdam.

Ten-cent milk has not

the people for the council to reopen
the entire matter, insist upon an-
swers to all the questions asked and
that such answers shall be given un-
der oath.

If the council does not care to pur-
sue the matter further on its own
initiative the {nformation it gathers
can well be tirned over to the Domin-
fon Department of Labor. Hon. Mr.
Crothers and his deputies have not
been slow to act in other cities where
similar cases have been presented to
them. Why not be ap-
pealed to in the interests of the poor-
er classes of St. John? Let the price
of milk be thoroughly probed.

should they

equal, and that

mient

of the intellig

Hughes nor Botha. But they would

that this malevolent and envious partizan soughy} to embarrass.

Any person who has known of the ceaseless and selfsacrificing ef-
forts put forth by Sir Robert Borden since the war opened to make
good Canada's promise to stand by the Empire and the cause of liberty
to the las§ man and the last dollar, will be Iindignant at this or any at-
tempt to increase his already tremendous burdens. TO STAB BORDEN
IN THE BACK IN THIS FASHION,AS HE STANDS FACING THE
ENEMY. IS TO “SNIPE” AT OUR FIGHTING MEN FROM BEHIND

THE BRITISH LINES. Sir Robert

fight, to the plain and most regrettable injury to his health ;and he is
still working under enormous pressure to meet all the demands that
It is no light| task at this moment to meet Parllament

crowd upon him,
and then hurray away to join in the
paring to do both without a thought

h such a story, would be
of itis readers tobelieve that they would know neither

of even the most
an inconsiderable

of Australia and the Boer Botha of
But the journal cyn-
gly scornful h

know Borden. And it was Borden

has put his whole soul into this

Imperial Conference; but he is pre-
of shirking either, .
of his ambi-

Sir Robert Borden can only

tious plans for the honor of Canadaand the safety of the Empire If he
is loyally supported by the whole Canadian people.
served that loyal and unanimous support, it is the present Prime Minis-
He has flung possible party advantage to the winds.
He Is simply, sincerely and with a single

ter,
playing the party game at all.

eye devoting his energies to winning the war.
, cannot express themselves too strongly In condemning this and any
other attempt to distract his attertion by firing at him from behind.

plish the {
If ever man de-
He is not
And

loyal Canadians

with ewvery passing
week and month of war widems the
disparity againsgt Gernmany? May we
not expect a setting up in the mind of
the German populace of a mew senti-
when the chastisement of con-
flict has been completed—a sentiment
that will not again brook the name of
war?

MORE HUN PEACE TALK.

has mot yet
A despatch

Apparently Germany

tired of peace overtures.
this morning quotes @ (erman paper
as indicating that the Central Powers
are preparing another note to be sent
and. the mewspaper
indicates

to the Entente
forecast
that Germany is commencing to real-
the war

of possible tenms

that perhaps, after all,
the snowball the Doy |
|
|

ize,

be like
tarted to roll down the mountain side,
easy to start but difficult to stop as
gathered magnitude and momen-
Germany found it very easy to
has now gained
it cannot be

it

tum,

gtart this war but it
such size and speed that
stopped at her bidding, \on;oquermly’

she is baiting her hook anew in the

hope that this time she will catah
something more than a curt refusal to
negotiate \

It ds typical of the Hun mation 'h.nl
while the diplomats secretly prepare |
'mew proposals the Genmman press com-

is an opportunity of which every loyal|¢inyes to berate the Entente for m\eLl marshy pool. Near us is an old en-

refusal to consider the first offer and
to prophesy with vehemence all sonts

f terribl for the men SO
reckless as to dare to oppose the will
But the time has passed
when threats are reganrded
any more seriously than Germam prom-
is one thing, to car-

punishmeni

Germian
|ises. To threate:
ry the threat into executlom is quite
another and while Germany doubtless
has the will to perform all the horrors
her editors promise, yet she lacks a
most important essential—the ability.

At the present time there is no out-
ook for powers except
continued war. There will be

the Teutonic
that of
fearful carnage, as great possihly as

the Genman editors predict, but 3t will

not be confined to lome side. The Al
lies can be depended upon to g!\‘e’;
be * than they recemve and at lhls’

of the conflict they are much

stage

better able than Germany to take the

hard blows that a continuance of the

war will bring. Among all the war

ring nations Gemmiany can least afford

to have the war go on, for from now

on she must bear an increasing weight
of the burden of the fighting.

German successes of the first year
of war were due to superior prepara-
tion but that handicap has now (been
overcome and the Allies are today
the superior of the enemy in every de-
pariment of the fighting. They have
the men, the guns, the respurces, the
money and the disposition to go on
while Germany is commencing to feel
the pinch in all these Tactors to suc-
cess,

We are mot able to fonget with whiat
energy and lightness of heart the Ger
man armies entered upon this war.
The whole nation was m a glow of
pleasurable excitement at the amnticl-
pated congquest. The war was to be
of short duration and to enthrone Ger-
many as the greatest among matioms
and peoples.+ Tiwo and onehalf years
of war have done much, very much, to
disappoint and to defeat this Gemman

il the b

Aﬂoﬁherry\earolmmumalﬁ
the comtemplation of which is appal-
ling G If her war-

d in his { of
costs a speclal charge for handling
in the country. The net price pald
to producers is 39 cents per eight.
quart can.

The Standard has no desire to har-
the commissioners but this news-

like ambitions have already defeated
themselves; if they have brought hun-
@ér, shame, remorse and death where
only victory, prosperity, and a mew
senwe of life had beemn looked dor,
what must be the fmiits of another

.| country for studying the wild life of

Wild Life in France

By H. Thoburn-Clarke
Here on the banks of a river, some-
where in France, we are in an ideal

the district. Nothing appears to have
been cultivated for at least a couple
of years, and thus everything is grow-
ing wild. In the field clese beside our)
gun-pit, wheat, rye, and oats are in
splendid ear, but are all mixed up,
while in every direction the flaming
red of the poppies makes bright
patches of vivid color. Further on,
the blue of the cornflower and a kind
of thistle with bright blue flowers pre-
sent a contrasting tint, while the air
is scented with masses of mignonette.

Hundreds of butterflies, of every
color and size, ftutter about; a red
admiral is sitting on a waving plece
of grass, while seven white butterfiies
|are dancing a fairy measure, up and
|down, in the sxmh"ht They remind
me of the orchard 'at home.

The dragon-flies are equally gorgeous
and there are hundreds of the dainty
| demoiselle kind, of the palest blue col-
{or, flying backwards and forwards over

gine shed, and early in June I com-
stantly saw a hedge sparrow fiying
about it. If I searched once for her
nest I searched a hundred times, but
could not find it for a long time. I
knew I was near it several times, but
however quietly I approached, the mo-
ther bird was too sharp for me. She
had eyes ilke a hawk. She would
make all sorts of feints to lead me
from the spot, or else fly deliberately
into holes and pretend they were
nests.
At last I went in exactly the opposite
direction, and the mother bird made
the most dreadful fuss. Then I got
within earshot of her when she was
carrying some food for her youngsters.
The little birds were evidently very
hungry, for although she raised the
alarm they squealed all the louder, and
I found the nest between the cogs of
a couple of large wheels with a cov-
ering over them.

A day or two later I saw another
hedge sparrow feeding a young cuckoo
in a nest made in an old disused truck

Wishing All Our Friends
A Happy and Prosperous
New Year.

Edgecombe & Chaisson,
Tailors, King St.

1

Shoes

—Made in St. John

Are Strong
On Wearing Long.

Ask your dealer
for them

J. M. Humphrey & Co.
Mfrs. of Shoes

contends that they have mot

year in a contest that has become un.

* |{He was hunting field mice, and drop-

and another sparrow began & nest one
dinner time in one of our ammunition
wagons. Unfortunately we had to
move on, so he had his work for noth-
ing. Pigeons and doves are fond of
the trees close to thoe roads along
which a continual stream of traffic is
constantly passing, and as to magpies,
they commandeer half the trees and
are as ublquitous as -the hawks.

One morning a great grey owl flut-
tered across like some bird of ill-omen.

ped suddenly down, with outspread
wings, to a tuft of grass, and then
felt around for his prey. He per-

formed this manoeuvre several times
before he succeeded, and when he had
secured one he flew off in the direc-
tion of the German lines.

Mice and rats are here in thousands.
They are very fearless, and, if one
keeps still, will run up one’s legs and
sit and clean themselves on one's
knee; but the weasels are giving them
a bad time. There is one weasel that
apparently lives in the gunpits. The
other day he dashed into my gunpit,
gazed at me for a few moments, then
made a dash for the next pit. The gun
was just about to be fired, and the
cute little beggar deliberately made a
detour behind it and went into the
next pit. Evidently at some he had
experienced the blast from a gun and
knew its effect.

Animals here soon learn, and adapt
themselves {o circumstances. I saw
another weasel carrving a field mouse
get caught within an enclosure of wire
netting, He set the mouse carefully
down, searched until he found an open-
ing, retrieved his mouse, glanced
around to see if the coast was clear,
and then ran through the opening and
disappeared.

Some one has said that the German
shelling has driven off the birds. As a
matter of fact, there are far more birds
here than there ever were in pre-war
days. You can hear them singing be-
tween the firiny of the guns, and one
of our men told me that during the
fiercest conflict he had ever been in
he heard a lark singing overhead and

)

"

The Bast Quality at
a Reasonable Price.

Eye-Strain Is
Treacherous

It does not always mean
poor sight, for vision may be
good when strain exists, keen
sight being possible through
the extra muscular effort.
This continuous overworking
of the muscles brings on
nervousness, headaches, ex-
haustion and other ills, which
wreck health - unless their
cause is removed by properly ,
fitted glasses.

If you have eye-strain an ex-
amination by Sharpe’s ep-
tometrist will discover it, and
the glasses he prescribes will
remove it,

L L Sharpe & Son

JEWELERS & OPTICIANS,
21 King Street, St. John, N. B,

wounded by shell fire very
though you come across the |
this but rarvely, !
Unperturbed

Today a shell bmtnutﬂ:hph«.
and a piece of shrapnel struck a m
mdlmumtvwndmmm 1
put it under a bush and left it %o na-
ture, A short distance further on
there wag & great rat, measuring elgh-
teen inches from tip of nose to the end
of the tail. This had been killed by
shrapnel. Yet in a tiny marsh near by
a couple of moor hens were feeding
placidly, paying not the least attention
to all the clamor and clash of guns
going on around them. A little brown
rat was walking along a bush half
out of the water, while another was
climbing leisurely into a tree that had
‘been shattered by a shell Every
part of the trunk had been splintered
until it resembled a gigantic brush,
and the lttle brown rat evidently
found something he liked among those
splinters, for he climbed in and out of
them and nibbled here and there with
keen enjoyment, oblivious of the tor-
nado of hate which still raged round
him,

Don’t say “Breakfast
Food’ —say *Shredded
Wheat’—for while you no
doubt mean Shredded
Wheat, you may get one
of those mushy porridges
that are a poor substitute
for the crisp, delicious shreds
of baked whole wheat—that
supply all the nutriment for
a half day’s work. Two
Biscuits with milk or cream
make a nourishing meal
at a cost of a few cents.

Made in Canada.

Men's Calfskin
LACED BOOTS

Leather Lined

Thick Viscolized Soles

Geodyear Welt
" Sewed

$5.50 per Pair

Jther Styles in Leather
Boots, at $6.00, $6.50,
$8.00 and $8.50.

Lined
$7.00, $7.50,

When you see these Boots at
such a small advance over last
year's prices, you will take advan-
tage of our leng sighted buying,

Mail Orderg by Parcel Post.

Francis & Vaughan
19 KING STREET

. 3.50 to - 5.50
REFILLS
1.35

Half Pints

Pints - .- a8 4 iy 195
Quarts - - - - 225

Carafes, Lunch Kits, Food Jars, Carry.
ing Cases, Corks, Cups and Handles.

Jewelry, Diameonds, Silverware,

Cut Glass
In these our assortment is exceptionally large
and complete, expressing the most recent and
favored of Fashion's decrees.

—Also—
We offer you an extensive range of Watches for
ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls, including
the latest effects in Bracelet and in Mluwry
Wrist Watches.
ALWAYS GLAD TO HAVE YOU CALL

41 KING STREET
FERGUSON & PAGE, Diamond Importers and Jewelers

SLEIGH BELLS

Brass and Nickel }

Two Bells,. 30 cents per pair
Three Bells, 60 cents per pair
Three Bells, $1.00 and upward
We stock all kinds of Brass and Nickel Atcessories
for Sleighs and Pungs

M. E. AGAR, 51-53 Union St.
Phone Main 818 St, John, N. B,

1 i1 . 1‘
| PRINTING |

in Eastern Canada for the production of highe
grade work.

Job Printing of all kinds promptly attended to.
Phone Today Maln 1910

STANDARD JOB PRINTING CO.
ST. JOHN, N. B.

Canada Brushes Win

Most Modern Equipment, Skilled Workmanshlp and
and Best Selected Materials enable us to produce
Superior Grade Brushes, which, we feel,

. will meet your ertire satisfaction. = _

A PLEASING XMAS, GIFT

be accomplished and be a perfect sur.
prise for Xmas.

K. W. EPSTEIN & co,,
Optometrists 193 Union 8t,

A pair of perfect fitting Glasses gives
more solid comfort to those who need
them than anything under the sun.
We can easily explain how this can

Our Solid Backed Household and Dandy Brushes
are daily wmmng preference, and we would especiall
draw attention to our

STRAIGHT COMPRESSED VARNISH BRUSH
so made that it absolutely will not flare,

ST. JOHN

& CANADA BRUSH CO.

AR

‘We are selling the following goods
at old prices:

Pine Doors, 13 flush, $2.60 and up.

Sashes, per pair (not glazed), 50c.
and up.

Spruce Sheathing, $35.00 and $40.00.

Douglas Fir Sheathing, $27.00 and
$35.00.

v

:;I;e Fact

That in spite of war conditfons our
December attendance far ds that
of any previous year of our 49 years’
history, is prized, with much gratitude,
as evidence of public appreciation of
work faithfully performed.
Our New Term begins Wednesday,

January 3rd.
Send for Rate Card,

S. Kerr,

Douglas Fir Flooring, $35.00.

K. D. Matched Spruce Floarlng,
$35.00.

Birch Balusters, 10c., 12c., and 16c.
each.

Birch Hand Ralil, 9c., 10c., and 16c,
a X f

Window Frames, $1.20 and up.

Inside Door Frames, 90c. and up.

Birch Flooring, $26.00, $50.00 and
$65.00.

Mouldings, 75¢. per 100 ft. and up.

Newel Posts,

Shingles, (several grades.)
Write for prices.

The (hristieu\_vmoﬂmrking Co.

Principal

86 Erin Street

BEFORE THE WAR

PR ICES——

LACE LEATHER

Canadmn and American Raw Hide and Tanned.
Both in Sides and Cut.
Also, Complete Stock of Leather, Balata,
Hair and Rubber Belting.

D. K. McCLAREN, LIMITED

64 Prince Wm. St. ’'Phone Main 1121, St.John, N.B

Established f870.
GII.BERT G. MURDOCI"I

Civil Engineer and Crown Lnnd Surv
Surveys, Plans, B Prints, Black
Prints, Maps of St. John and Surroundings, 74 (h.rnuﬂ.htnsc,

r
John,"

_—
Treasurers of Churches Call and See Our Samples.

DUPLEX ENVELOPES FOR 1917

§ ?Flvnmwllnux Aress /o

OHN,

~

il

The best

Malt

w

You will ;
them. 1
oldest an
Company

Waterb

King S

Car|

We are alre:

| CARPET

| Wilton, etc.,

look them o
They wer

prices, and

the qualities

A. E

STORE O

If you'd lik
Boy of you

199 to 201

rience

HIR.

Phone M
Let us quo

Phoi

in Oval,
Veneer, all standarc

Round an

T
' J. M. ROCHE

GRA

Also Manu

Copper and Gal
£ Phone.M.356,



