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FimLateGossip Of The Sporting World At Home And Abroad
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FIVE MEN LEAGUE.
In & rather Interesting game on the 

Victoria, alleys last night CapL Duffy's 
team outpointed Capt. Steen's team. 
It was a good game, full of splendid 
shooting on both sides, and wae watch­
ed by a large crowd. Owing to the 
rivalry between these teams contest­
ing for first place it was well bowled.

Following Is Its detail.

Baltimore, Md„ Feb. 23—"We are 
Just ten times stronger this year than 
we were vasL We have more star 
players, stronger backing and every 
other thing that helps 
ful baseball. The Federal league will 
beat the other fellows to the open­
ing. Indianapolis Is as strong as Gib­
raltar."'

These were some of the statements 
of President James Gilmore of the 
federal league here tills aftrnoon.

Gilmore stopped off In Baltimore on 
his way from Piuehurst, N. C., to Chi-, 
cage. The boss of the Fédérais would 
not tell when the Independents would 
open the season, but admitted it would 
be before April 13. Gilmore also de­
clined to tell where "Pat" Powers and 
Harry Sinclair will place the Kansas 
City franchise and when his attention 
was called to stories from Kansas City 
to the effect that he had exceeded his 
authority in selMug the Kansas City 
franchise, Gilmore did not appear 
easy. He declared that the Kansas 
City cjjib did not meet its obligations.

Gilmore Is patiently awaiting the de­
cision of Judge Landis. He said that, 
he believed the Federal league had 
proved to the public that It simply is j 
acting in the interest of the gamete
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McKee .. .. 86 82 94—262 .87 1-3 
McCavout .. 87 99 94—280 93 1-3 
Cunningham 92 76 80—248 82 2-3 
Hendetheou . 82 92 99—273 91 
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No. 4 Team.
Puffy.............. 91 85 104—280 93 1-3
Riley.................92 95 86—273 91
Sweeney .. . .91 97 93—281 93 2-3
Covey .. ....124 84 94—302 100 2-8
Kelly..............  83 98 84—265 88 1-3
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The», pictures are from "jess" Willard', camp at Kn oblaoch's much uear El Paso, T.,^ where the «who, he.,,, eight is going aloug steudll, wtthhi 'trahdng for his hoot with 
Johnson at Jnarea on March 6. A corps of sparring partners invaded Willard's camp a month or so ago to aeatot him In his preparation for the battle. Mg men and emnll fra^ielnttod InTlï

w """■d 13 show” *” tlw centre of “ sroup of sparring partners in his gymnasium. It la here that Tieltors to the camp aee him in hla daily exhibitions. uatranona
quiet game of cards with one of his Associates. Becreatlon la an important part of erery fighter's system of training. Thin is ore of tho
conditioning.
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THE CITY LEAGUE.

Last night in the City League on 
Black's alleys the Sweeps took three 
points from the Elks. The scores fol­
low:

In the other picture he is shown having a 
ways Willard gets relief from the constant strain of

Elks.
Olive.............. 88 77 92 257 85 2-3
Stixou •• 111 100 87 298 99 1-3
Johnston . . 71 79 79 229 76 1-3
Armstrong . . 81 77 76 234 78
MacMtchae! . 96 80 109 285 95
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BRITISH LOVE FOR SPORT
DIFFICULT TO ERADICATE

WILL JOHNSON PROVE
EXCEPTION TO RING RULE?

447 413 443 1303
Sweeps.

Jenkins ... 84 105 81 270 90
Mcllveen . . 110 87 94 291 97
Goughian . . 70 85 80 235 78 1-3
(iamblin . . 87 97 83 267 89
Sullivan . . 108 105 86 299 99 2-3
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into so many clubs, hotels and bars 
throughout Canada as that good old 
favorite,

British devotees of soccer, boxing 
and other sports have lately come in 
for much criticism because they have 
persisted in indulging In their favor­
ite pastimes while the nation is :n 
danger. While many of the leading 
boxers of England have enlisted, the 
game still flourishes more or less. It 
was always thus for Britisih love of 
sport is mighty hard to eradicate. 
History affords a uateworthy Instance, 
for. when» Napoleon was threatening 
to invade England, just as the Germans 
are now doing, the sportsmen of the 
tight little island, refused to abandon 
their pastimes.

It was Just 110 years ago. on Feb­
ruary 20, 1805, that King George III, 
frlghtenied to the depths cf his Teuton 
•soul by the threats of Bonaparte call- 

pon all his subjects to fast and 
pray, in order that the Lord mlgttt 
look with) favor upon them. The old 
monarch spent most of the time on 
his knees, begging the Almighty to 
stay the invasion of his realm*. The 
masses of the English people, while 
vigorously preparing to resist the 
enemy, which had already raided1 tho 
mouth of the Bristol channel and 
captured a number of British merch­
ant ships, were not inclined to follow 
the King’s advice that they abandon 
all sports and amusements.

On the day of the Solemn fast ap­
pointed by the king the Ix>rds and 
Commons listened to sermons, because 
they had to, and two aldermen ac­
companied the lord mayor to the serv­
ices at St. Paul's. Very few males 
attended the meetings held In chapels 
all over the kingdom, and the king 
became so indignant that he declare! 
war upon all sports, but especially 
prize-fighting.

The very day appointed by King 
George for fasting witnessed many

private pugilistic bouts and meetings 
of convival souls to arrange for other 
matches. The laws against irréligion 
were so severe that these meetings- 
had to be.
One eftne 
was held in tin* upstairs rpoms of the 
"Jolly Brewers,'' a place of liquid re­
freshment, then kept by Jem Belcher, 
the former champion, who had been 
fenced to retire from the ring by the 
loss of oho of his eyes. Among the 
boxing bugs who thus did violence 
to the king's wishes were many not­
ables, including Lord Saye and Sele, 
lx>rd Kardley. Sir Harry Vane Tem­
pest, and many army officers who 
later distinguished them selves in the 
field. The purpose of the gathering 
was to make a match between Hen 
Pearce, "the Game Chicken," who then 
held the title, and Elias Spray, 
coppersmith, whose pugillstis 
had attracted the attention of some 
of the gentlemen present. With 
pipes and cigars and plentiful grog 
the Corinthians celebrated the "fast" 
and made arrangements for the match 
Several wagers were made, including 
one of $3,500 against $2,000, with the 
odds favoring the "Chicken."

Rumors of this affair reached the 
king, and he organized a horse patrol 

i charged with suppressing prize-tight s. 
The ingenuity -of the sports was great­
er than the vigilence of the authorities 
iiowever. and the battle was staged 
at Moulsey Hurst—the first of many 
notable batles fought on) that spot. 
Pearce bested the coppersmith in 35 
minutes. In spite of the prohibition 
of the king—perhaps because 6f it— 
three other battles for the champion­
ship, as well as scores of minor bouts, 
were fought in that memorable year 
of 1805. And Napoleon never set his 
foot on British soil.

If ring precedents count for anything 
age and wagering odds should prove 
a theoretical handicap to Jack John­
son in his coming contest with Jess 
Willard for the world's heavyweight 
championship. Pugilistic records show 
that no former champion of mod 
times has been able to successfully 
defend his title after reaching the age 
of 37, which in Johnson’s case will oc­
cur on March 31. With the exception 
of the negro, the present day cham­
pions in all classe 
ty-flve years of age.

Beginning with John L. Sullivan, 
who lost his title to James J. Cor­
bett, the records show that Sullivan 
was thirty-four years of age when the 
Californian defeated him at New Or­
leans on September 7, 1892, in twenty- 
one rounds. Corbett was twenty-six 
years of age and the‘odds were 3 to 1 
against him on the day of the battle 
At the age of 
before Fitzsimm
Nev., on March 17, 1897, with the bet­
ting 100 to 66 in Ms favor.

Fitzsimmons reigned as champion 
from that date until June 9, 1899, 
when Jim Jeffries defeated him at 
Coney Island, New York, in eleven 
rounds. Fitzsimmons was thirty-seven 
years of age against Jeffries’ twenty- 
four, and the betting waa 100 to 60 
with Fitzsimmons the favorite. There 
has always been controversy as to

whether Jeffries ever relinquished his 
title, but the fact stands out that 
Johnson claimed the championship as 
a result of defeating Tommy Burns. 
Jeffries retired from the ring at the 
age of twenty-nine and made his dis­
astrous return on July 4, 1910, when 
he was thirty-five. Johnson was three 
years younger, but again the champion 
was favorite, the betting was 2 to 1 
on Jeffries to defeat the negro. The 
collapse of Jeffries In the fifteenth 
round Is part of pugilistic history.

In these four championship battles, 
covering a period of eighteen years, 
four title holders, Sullivan, Corbett, 
Fitzsimmons and Jeffries 
throned in turn with the average odds 
In their favor a trifle more than 2 to 
1. The average number of rounds was 
fifteen and one-fourth, and the average 
age of the champions at the time of 
defeat was thirty-four and one-fourth 
years, while the average age of the 
victors was twenty-nine and one-fourth 
years. At the present time Johnson is 
within a few weeks of thirty-seven 
years of age and in the early wagering 
on the coming contest he has been 
quoted as high as 3 to 1 favorite. 
Willard is a few months over 27. The 
question that is puzzling ring follow­
ers is, therefore, whether pugilistic 
precedence Is to be observed or the 
negro title holder prove an exception 
to the rule of the ring!
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the daily roll off.
On Thursday night the Ramblers 

and Tigers will roll In the City, 
League; there is no match tonight.
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Cleveland, O., Feb. 23.—George B. 
Greenwood, manager of a theatrical 
agency in Atlanta, Ga., is trying to 
purchase the release of Outfielder Joe 
Jackson from the Cleveland American 
league club 30 he can put Joe into 
the theatrical profession,

Whenever Wines and Spirits are for 
sale there you will find this deliciously 
mellow Scotch.

Ask for this brand when next you 
order Scotch.

Corbett fell 
at Carson City,

claiming
there la more money In it for Joe 
tlian to stick to the diamond.

The local club management scented 
a Federal league plot and has dis­
patched Secretary William Blackwood 
to Greer. S. C., where Jackson is star­
ring In a stage production. Jackson 
admitted that he was considering 
quitting baseball for the stage, but 
expected to report at the Indians’ 
training camp at San Antonio, Texas, 
on March L

f
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62%.
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on ship board, but was careful of his 
diet He expected to begin real work 
for the fight as soon as he landed in 
Mexico. Johnson explained that he 
had injured his arm boxing on ship 
board while en route from Southamp­
ton to Buenos Aires and did not wish 
to take another risk.

Officers of the Highland Harris said 
that as Johnson had not trained be­
tween the time he left Montevideo on 
January 20 and his arrival at Tampi­
co, Mexico, on Thursday unusual 
measures would have to be adopted 
by the champion If he hoped to get in 
good condition to meet Jesse Willard 
on March 6, the date set for the fight 
at Juarez.

•Chicago, Fe 
1.52% to 1.5 
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DID NOT APPEAR.
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Rye—-No 2, 
Barley—73 
Timothy—5 
Pork—nom1 
Clover—10. 
Lard—9.82. 
Ribs—8.75

Lost night there was a fair crowd 
of spectators assembled at the rooms 
of Darj McDonald in the Union street 
building to witness a match between 
Mattlson, a Finn, and Young Sampson, 
but the fane were doomed to disap­
pointment as Youmg Sampson did not 
put in an appearance. Dan McDon­
ald, who was promoting the match, 
expects to have the match pulled off 
at a later date.

Frank Shauglinessy verified this an­
nouncement and said so far as Otta­
wa was concerned, there would be a 
series for the world's title on the 
coast this season if Ottawa was a 
team to represent the east. This balks 
any chance of President Quinn's fears 
of a hockey war being realized should 
the N. H. A. champions pass up the 
coast series.

If Ottawa is successful In winning 
the Stanley Cup, however, the coast 
games will not be played for that tro­
phy as Manager Ted Dey of the Otta­
wa Arena has a clause in his contract 
with the Hockey Club that calls for 
all Stanley games in which Ottawa 
competes being played in the Capital. 
This might prove a dainty technicality 
which the eastern and western leagues 
may have to wrestle with before the 
snow goes away.

WORLD’S
HOCKEY

INDIA PALE ALE
Not a Useless Intoxicant, but a 

WHOLESOME BEVERAGE 
with dietetical and medicinal uses

New York, Feb. 23—Jack Johnson 
must do some strenuous training, if 
he wishes to retain his championship 
at Juarez next month, in the opinion 
of officers of the freight steamship 
Highland Harris, which the champion 
was a passenger from Montevideo, Ur­
uguay to Barbados where he left the 
vessel on February 7 and chartered a 
300 ton schooner to take him and his 
party to Mexico. The Highland Har­
ris reached her dock here yesterday.

Aboard the Highland Harris, John­
son was accompanied by Frank Hag- 
ney of Sydney, boxer and swimmer, 
who is acting as his trainer for the 
contest with Willard.

Johnson did no real training while

SERIESLUDECKE IN TRAINING. — MADE AS GOOD AS WE CAN MAKE IT —

If not sold by nearest wine and spirit merchant, write
THE WORLD’S CHAMPIONS.

Boston. Feb. 23.—James E. Gaffney, 
president of the World -Champion Bos­
ton Club, of the National League, said 
that with the receipt today of the sign­
ed contract of Catcher Bert Whaling 
the club has the signature of every 
member. Mr. Gaflney made no refer­
ence to the contract of Bill James, the 
pitcher, except that the club would in­
sist on the fulfillment of Its conditions.

Harry Ludecke the popular wrestler 
ils keeping himself in. good shape for 
any bout that may happen his way, 
and every day he is working hard 
with Mattison, the Finish mat artist. 
Ludecke is in the best of condition 
and says that he is anixously await­
ing the time when he can get a re­
turn match with Jim Prokos, and he 
feels confident that he Is the master 
'of the latter.
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JOHN LABATT, LIMITEDThe stuff is on again, Gerard, Dar- 

ragh and Dufonl who were reported 
as being unable to, make the trip to 
the Pacific Coast for a series with the 
champs of the Patrick Alliance should 
Ottawa take down the N. H. A. title, 
announce now they will go If the trip 
Is thrown in their way.
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SCOTT ACT LOCALITIES SUPPLIED FOR PERSONAL 
U8E. WRITE 8T. JOHN AGENCY. 20-24 WATER STREET.
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