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AMERICAN
NOT WORLD'S
CHAMPION

In one of Tom Andrews’ well known
sporting articles he says:

Is Willie Ritchie lightweight cham-
oion of the world? Not to my way
of thinking. He is champion of Am-
erica, winning that title when he beat
Ad Wolgast, Nov. 28, 1912, on a foul,
at Daly City, Cal, in 16 rounds.

Freddy Welsh is champion of Great
Britain by ﬁrtue of his defeat of
Matt Wells two weeks before Ritchie
beat Wolgast Welsh is also cham-
pian of Australia, because he defeat-
ed Champian Hughie Mehegan in Eng-
land. Thus Welsh has two crowns
against Ritchie's one,

Also Welsh has a decision over
Ritchie, in a 20-round bout at Les
Angeles, although it must be conced-
ed that Ritchie took that fight on one
day’s notice and could not prepare for
a hard battle. Also Welsh's victory
was not bya very great margin.

Ritchie's long vacation, while on
his theatrical tour, caused much talk,
and he was being ‘“‘panned” especial-
ly after the trouble over his match
with Welsh in Vancouver, which was
advertised “for the world's title.”

Willie silenced this criticism by
his wonderful fight with Leach Cross
He proved he is not champion by
chance, but a real lightweight boss
and one the fans may be proud of.

Ritchie defeated Cross at his own
game—slugging. And over the 10
round route Cross is one of the hard-
est men in the world to defeat. Now
the critics accept Ritchie as a cham-
pion who can carry their money, al-
though they would prefer to see him
in action more often over .the 20-
round route.

Will Ritchie raise the lightweight
limit to suit himself? We hear he
will kick it to 135 pounds, and juds-
ing from the weight for the Tommy
Murphy fight- at 5 o'clock—he
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BROOKLYN LANDS “JOE”
TINKER FOR $25,000

“JOE” TINKER.

“Joe” Tinker, shortstop and erstwhila
manager of the Cincinpati club, was
bought by Brooklyn for $25,000. Under
a duly signed and witnessed agreement
between the club owners Tinker is to
receive $10,000 of the sum.
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LACROSSE IN ENGLAND

A. B. George, the English sporting
writer and old A. A, U. champion runs
ner, spent five years in this country
and he wholly agrees with the current
opinion here that baseball has a tend-
ency to put “life and snap” into athle-
tes in general. He contends that la-
crosse, which is spreading in England,
will have a smiilar eflect upon the
British athlete

Sportsman has advanced the idea
that lacrosse is a great game for any
football men, especially for backfield
players, who do not go into rowing,
baseball or track sports in the spring
season. It will surely “speed up" a
man, and as dodging is one of the req-
uisites for excelling in lacrosse it can
readily be seen how playing it would
benefit any man who has to run with
the ball in football.

continued to grow in popular favor.
Until 1875, when clubs became very

has started in. Packey McFarland
wanted a match at 135 pounds at !
o'clock, but Willie served notice it
would have to be 135 ringside.

Looking through the records,
that Jack McAuliffe insisted on 133]
pounds ringside, but when he met|
Ilim Carney of England he insisted on|
33 pounds eight hours before the|
fight, He met Billy Myers
ringside and JimMmy Carroll
He fought Harry Gilmore at 133
Myers, the second time at 139 I

I find!

Georg Lavigne, when champion ‘\
fought Dick Burge in England and|
the weight was 138, but when the
“Kid” met Erne it was at 133. It re-
mained at 133 except in the Erne- |

Gans serap, when it
Since then Nelson, W& st, and Rit-
chie have held it at ringside, but
now the bars are again down and it
looks like 135,

This makes the English scale look
better than ever as a whole, and it
will not be surprising to see an
American union organized and adopt-
ing the English weights.

To be world's champion Ritchie
must defeat Welsh, who certainly has
claim to rec ition.

Ritchie is fighting Murphy for the
title, but I believe there are three
boys who can give him a better fight
at 20 rounds. They are Jim Duffy,
the Buffalo lightweight; Pal Brown
of Minnesota, now in Australia, and
Sam Robideau, the naval lightweight,
now in Philadelphia

There are others in the division,
including Charlie White, Cross, Frank
Russell and Sapper O'Neill of Eng-
land. Ritchie may remain champion
for some time, but he will find a hardy
bunch to dispose of before he has
clear sailing.

BOWLING
DATES BACK T0
MIDDLE AGES

There is hardly a sport which has
& more intersting history than bowl-
ing. While baseball, football and oth-
er branches of athletics have been
traced back into the middle ages, it
is worthy to note that bowling also
has a history which dates back quite
us far. A reputable authority, who
has made quite a study of the sport,
has written a short history of the
eport, a brief of which follows:

went to 136,

|

Bowling seems to have originated |

in the middle ages. It was at that
time a purely outdoor game, as was
the rule with everything of that pe-
riod. The sport was known by a va-
riety of names, It was called “bowles,”
French “boules” and ‘“careau.” These
three names seem to have been the
most common, but there are others,
quite a number purely local. As
played at that time, the game was
very different from the present sport,
but there was much similarity.

The game was first introduced into
the Americdn continent early in the
éighteenth century, and possibly the
latter part of the seventeenth,

numerous, there was much diversity
as to the length of the alleys and the
size of the pins and balls, as no stand-
ard had ever been adopted. Before
that time the pins used were larger
and heavier than the ones used now,
and it was a much easier matter to
knock all the pins down by hitting

| one or two, making the score of 300

the limit.

In 1875 a large number of bowlers,
representing a few eastern cities, held
a meeting and adopted rules and res-
ulations which at that time answered
the purpose. For the next ten or fif-

| teen years, or up to 1890, bowling was

a sort of “go-as-you-please” game. In
the east they played under the rules
of the National Bowling League, while
in the west, where a sudden boom
started, any rule went. Under these
conditions, the boom west of the Alle-
ghanies lived but a few years. In
., or with the birth of the Ameri-
an Bowling Congress, which at once
wiped out the old rules and substitut-
ed new ones which brought the play-
ing of the gamé dowh to a scientific
order, things began to wake up again,
and the bowler from that day to this
has been looked upon as an important
factor in sporting circles,

BALTIMORE
1894 OUTFIELD
GENUINE CLASS

There had been so many splendid
outfields in the national game that to
pick one trio of fly<hasers and nom-
inate them the “greatest ever' 'is sure

to start an argument
It may be difficult for present-day

fans to visualize a trio better than

Speaker, Hooper and Lewis, the Red
Sox wonders of 1912; or Oldring,

Walsh and Murphy, the Mackian field-

ers this year.

But fans, recalling stars of other
days, will voice the opinion that there

were outfields in the past able to
throw dust in the eyes of the greatest
of today.

In 1879 or 1890 Providence boasted
an outfield composed of Jim O'Rourke,
Paul Hillnes and Tom York. They hit
colectively about .340, but were not
high class fielders.

In the Basebal Magazine, J. C. Koy-
fed has named five outfielders as the
best in the game and he has selected
with discrimination. The five as he
ranks them were the trios of Balti-
more in 1894, of Brooklyn in 1900, of
Boston in 1897, of the Red Sox in 1912
and Detroit in 1909,

Just as the Mackian infield has been
praised this year have Speaker, Lewis
and Hooper been lauded to the skies,
but are they the equal of Keeler, Kell-
ey and Brodie of the Orioles, or Keel-
er, Fielder Jones and Sheckard of

Brooklyn?
Keeler was the cleverest man in
baseball. In 1984, with Baltimore, he

batted .367 and in 1900 he batted .366
for Brooklyn. This brings the su-
periority of either of these outfields
down to four men, Brodie and Keeler,
Jones and Sheckard, for Keeler was
equally good with both teams.

Baring Keeler, Walter Brodie was
the most uncanny judge of a fly ball
that ever spoiled a base hit. He own-
ed a fine arm and batted .369, com-
pared to Sheckard's .305, but Sheckard
offset the difference by working pit-
chers for bases on balls frequently.

Joe Kelley was a terrific hitter, bat-
ting close to .400 and often for extra
bases. Opposed to him, Fielder Jones
was one of the craftiest men in the
game and while nowhere near Kel-!
ley's equal as a batter, he narrowed
the margin by his cunning. But first
place must go to Kelley.

Had Davy Jones been a .300 batter,
Detroit’s 1909 infield would have rank-
ed with those of Baltimore and Brook-
I¥n, but, despite the brilliance of Cobhb
and the slugging of Sam Crawford,
Davy's failure as a reliable batter pre.
vented the trio from becoming im-
mortal.

The Detroit outfield of 1887 was a
marvel of batting strength, but not
strong otherwise. Sam Thompson,
Hardie Richardson and Ned Hanlon
could sing—but that let them out. Not
until Billy Hamilton, Hugh Duffy and
Chic Stahl made Boston memorable
in 1897 was tlie batting of the De-
troit three bettered.

Clarke, Beaumont and Sebring of
Pittsburg were a wonderful outfield.
hard hitting, fast fielding, although
Sebring’s inconsistency caused him to
fall below the other two.

Although close to 12 months must

which will decide possession of the

gatta has already taken precedence
over all other sporting events among
English sportsmen. It is apparent that
the polo and tennis invasions of the
States in 1914 will be considered sec-
ondary to Sir Thomas Lipton's efforts
to regain the famous cup which stands
for supremacy in ocean sailing compe-
tition. the chances of the
challenger, just beginning to take
form, are weighed and discus-
sed by yachtsmen, and the man in
the street is beginning to test his
tongue on nautical terms.

The impressfon appears to prevail
in the general sporting circles of Eng-
land that the chances of winning the
America's cup are better than in the
case of either the polo or tennis tro-
phies, due to the fact that the ques-
tion of physical equation will be re-
duced to a minimum. England is not
willing to concede that in the handl-
ing and safling of a racing yacht the
Yankee tars, either amateur or pro-
fessional, have any advantage over the
English salt.

In other respects the general opin-
fon is to the effect that the edge is
with the defemding nation. Although
hopeful, it is pointed out by English
vachting autherities that Sir Thomas
in the role of challenger, will be han-
dicapped by conditions which do not
need to be fdered by the defend
ing yachtsmen, The question of type
and towing. loom large in the English/
vachting circles, and much space is
being devoted to a discussion of these
points. A prominent authority recent-
1y expressed the following views on
these subjects:

Americs’s cup, the international re-| will be

iNext year, notwithstanding _any.

elapsd before the challenging and de-| thing that may be said to the contra-
% Ty, we ler the contest will
fending yach{s meot in the races| . oLi'in the same Beh hih i

“In these circumstances Sir Thomas
Lipton cannot fafl to find himself at
a great disadvantage. He must build
a very light vessel and tune her up in
British waters; he must then unrig
her and lose a lot of valyable time
sailing her across the Atlantic under
a jury rig. In America she will have
to be rerigged and tuned up again in
time for the first match on September
10, 1914, when the great contest will
take place.

“With so many obstacles in his way
it is fair to hope his opponents witl
give him credit for his sportsmanship
and make it as easy for him as pos-
sible to bring hig new Shamrock to
the starting line in good trim. They
might well assist him by placing no
restrictions upon towing the yacht
when the weather makes it difficult

for her to sail during her ocean pas-| %P

sage. We believe the cup will be de-
fended by a yacht of her own water-
line length, and it is satisfactory to
learn that the members of the New

T
lﬁf},&ﬁa. DT ON
< HARDORD .
Hon, Mrs. asueion xarbord recently
flew from the Hendon aerodrome, in
London, to Paris with the famous bal-

looniat Henr: 8almet, in a Bleriot mon»
piane.
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ATHLETE INCREASE

P

iled from the Har-

-

York Yacht Club, who are ted
with the defence of the trophy are th
leading yachtsmen of America. So
far, therefore, as the actual race and
the measurement rules and the sail-
ing rules are concerned, there can be
no cause for complaint, for the match
will be a fair one. The disadvaptages
to which a ch i bj d
many of which are insuperable in
modern times so long as the present
conditions attached to the cup by the
New York club prevail—are so nu-
merous that every yatchsman knows
that Sir Thomas Lipton has entered
upon a herculean task.”

SPORTOGRAPHY

i “GRAVY”

)

Semi-Centenary of Fam-
ous King-Heenan Title
Battle.

“I was drug;e(‘."y has long been the
favorite alibi of*defeated pugilists,
but the first instanee of such a claim
being set up may have had some
truth in it. Many old time ring fol-
lowers on this side;of the Atlantic be-
lieve that John C., Heenan was only
telling the truth whien he declared that
his defeat by Tome:King was due to
poison. The megordble battle - be-
tween the Irish-Américan giant, Heen-
an, aud Tom King; for the champion-
ship and $10,000, was fought in Eng-
land just half a century ago today,
Dec..19, 1863. The “Benicia Boy,” as
Heenan was popularly known, fought
gamely for twenty-four rounds and
was half killed before he was finally
stopped by the Englishman. Heenan's
followers declared he had been pois~
oned, and it was generally agreed that
the Amegiean seemed to beé ‘“‘doped.”

Heenan was a machinist before he

took to the ring, and it was an en-
counter with a fellow workman which
first gave him the idea of taking up
the fighting game. He went to Eng-
land In 1860 and was matched with
Tom Sayers, the champion. Sayers
was comparatively light in weight, and
only five feet eight, while Heenan
was 8ix feet one. The English

vard managers’ lists show that a total
of 1,137 men engaged in some form of
athletics this fall. This is an increase
of 144 over last year's total of 993.

e,

NOW MANAGER HERZOG.

Cincinnati, Dec. 18.~Charles Her
zog, recently purchased from the New
York National League Club, was to
day selected as manager of the Cin-
cinnati team for the season of 1914,
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McDONALD IN TRAINING.

Dan McDonald nas started in real
training for his match with Sam An-
derson on Christmas day. Tom Bar-
rett, Ted Fitchett and Whitbone are
working out with him and the first of
next week Jim Foulls, a Greek, will
work with McDonald. Anderson witl
arrive in the city from Boston on
Monday or Tuesday next.

'whipped by Jem Mace, who in turn was
licked by Tom King. The latter de-
fended his title against Heenan, who
also claimed it, in the memorable bat.
tle of half a century ago. Mace got
the title by forfeit, King refusing to
meet him again, While in England

was clever, but he couldn’t escape the
Benicla Boy’s terrible punch, and was
all but out when the police interfered.
Heenan imagined that he was to be
robbed of the victory and, after kpock-
ing out the champion’s seconds and
biffing the referee, he ran from the
ring. Both men were awarded belts,
although Heenan never got his, and,
as Sayers immediately announced his
retirement from the ring, Heenan be-
came the first American heavyweight
champion of the world. His claim was
disputed by Sam Hurst, who was

Heenan ied Miss Adah Menken,
one of the most popular actresses of
the day, and a great favorite with the
nobility and literary lights, her friends
including  Alexander Dumas and
Charles Dickens. She soon tired of the
pugilist and secured a divorce and
Heenan later married - another Eng-
lish actress. Heenan's alibi in the
King battle was immediately taken up
by other ring performers, and ever
since it has been the custom for box-
ers to remark before a fight, in the
presence of the newspaper men, that

§| Bissitt and each

Two Men !.-.‘:‘
In the two men league on the Vie

toria alleys last night Johnston and
Simpson bowled against Norrls and

n—
80 96 93 9 80

169 171 181 189 170

s
. 91 82109 79 93
Bissitt—

84 84 75 91 82

Norri
454—90 4-6

416—83 15
870

175 166 184 170 175

Tonight's Games.

Kiley and Slocum roll Gardner and
Carleton at 8 o'clock. At 10 o’'clock
g:;ton and McLeod will roll Davis and

Y. s

The bowler making the highest
siring today or tomorrow will win a
turkey.
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SANDY FERGUSON. g

i

+ Sandy Ferguson, known in the ol@
days as “the Bad Boy of Chelsea,"
but who in recent years has not re-
stricted his activities to that city, and
is now doing time in Salem jail, but
will leave there in about 20 days, has
written to a Boston boxing fan, asking
to secure for him a match with any
of the “white hopes.” Sandy adds that
he will be in good shape. The fan re-
plied ‘that he had other troubles ta
look after.
B e —
ROLLER DEFEATS OLSON,

Springfield, Dec. 18.—Or. B. F. Rol-
ler won from Hjalmer Olson last night
in two straight falls in a catch-as
catch-can match. Roller wen the first
fall in 41 mi with a h
lock and half Nelson after having sev-
eral toe holds broken by Olson's

came in 19 minutes and was won with
a hammerlock and body scissors.

TRIAL TRIP OF NEW ALLAN LINER
20.48 Knots,

o

The new Quadruple Screw Turbine
Steamship “Alsatian” 8,000) tons
had a highly satisfactory trial trip on
Tuesday this week, attalning a speed
of 20.48 knots, which i{s considerably
in excess of the contract speed. The
“Alsatian,” which adds euch prestige
to the Canadian mercantlle marine
leaves Liverpool on her maiden voy-
age on 17th January for Halifax, N.
8., from which port she will sail to
Liverpool on 381st January, The sise
ter ship “Calgarian” is scheduled to
appear in the Allan line programme

they are feeling “dopey.”

in February.
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Any “‘His Master’s Voice”
dealer in any city in Canada
will gladly play any music you
wish to hear and give you a
list of all the Victor Records—

BERLINER GRAMOPHONES AND RECORDS |

FOR SALE BY |
JOHN FRODSHAM;,; ROYAL HOTEL, ST. JOHN

Wherever there is a Victrola some Victor Recerds
will make an ideal Christmas gift.,
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