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THE LEGISLATURE

ROUTINE OCCUPIED
MEMBERS YESTERDAY

sed to Summon a Newspaper
Editor to the Bar of the
House.

(From Friday's Daily.)

. sitting of the House Thursday
v short one. In committee on the
y amend the Supreme Court Act the
itios Detween the: Attorney-General
Smith Curtis. was renewed. -Qther-,
the day’s business was one of" rou-
. with an adjournment early in the
L1001,

Prayers were read by Rev. D. W.

Soptt,

Lord's Day Observanee,

A petition from citizens of the, prov-
ince cti’ th> stibject of Lord’s Day: qb-
servance, was received. ?

Withdrawn.

\When the House reached Mr. Curtis’s
lution “That it is highly in the pub-
nterest that the assent of His Honor

Lieut.-Governor be given immedi-
ately to bill No. 16, passed this session,”
Mr, MceBride ssid he had an amendment
on the same subject, and though quite
in sympathy with the resolution he
thonzht it was premature, and asked
that Mr. Curtis withdraw it.

Mr. Curtis would not like to say off-
ha 1at he would withdraw the reso-
lu , but he might let it stand over.

d Premier did not think the resolu-

it to be on the order paper, and
ernnient ‘would oppose it if it was
on with. He considered the best
way was to withdraw it.

Mr. Curtis explained that one of the
reasons for the resolution was to discuss
the coustitutional questions involved,
and arother reacon was to let the coun-
try see why the bill should be assented
to. If he withdrew the resolution he
would place it on the order paper again.
Perhaps it would be rash to foree it in
the face of the representaticns made,
but he reserved the right to bring it up
again.

The Premier said he would sooner see
the discussion continued if the resolu-
tion was only postponed.

fl'hp resolution was withdrawn by per-
mission, of the House.

Newspaper License,

Mr. Clifford called attention to the
article appearing in the Vancouver Pro-
vince charging members of the House
with being concerned in a big deal to get
possession of lands in Southeast Koot-
enay. He desired that the parties con-
cerned in this should be brought before
the .lmr of the House, He hoped that
Justice  would be tempered, however,
with merey in' déaling with it.

Mr, McPhillips wanted the announce-
ment from the government in the matter.
He referred io the statutes affecting
such a ease. It was the duty of the
House to frown down the license of the
press. - He called up the attention to the
Kennedy brothers’ cas2, and the pro-
cedure at that time. He thought the
government should move to have the
¢ditor of the paper summoned to make
an explanation.

Mr. McBride thought it was a matter
for the government to decide upon,

Mr. Houston hoped the government
would do nothing of the kind. The leg-
dslature  would gain mnothing by this.
Some members were extremely touchy
in this matter of their honor. The mem-
bers of this House were just as honest
and  incorruptible as the people who
elected them. The case of the Kennedy
brothers did not reflect any great credit
ipon the House, and he belieyed the
Kennedy brothers came out a little the
‘“1“4. He advised leaving the matter
alone,

Premier Prior said that he had not
Seen the article in question, but the gov-
¢riment  would assuredly protect the
meinbers of the House if libellous arti-
¢1es had been printed. He thought that
\‘.’M'r« was a litie too much license al-
lowed the press in holding up to ridicule
public men. He had no knowledge of

such transactions as were referred

sine

T

Mr, Hawthornthwaite was opposed to
surrounding the members of the House
With a halo. The members had recourse
1o the courts if they felt that they had
been libelled,

The matter was left in the hands of
the government te decide.
No Further Information.

Premier Prior informed Mr. Clifford
that he had been unable to get any fur-
ther information with respect to matter
'f litigation of Capt. Geo. Cooper.

Questions and Answers.

: VMir. Curtis asked the government the
*uliowing questions: 1. Has the lawsuit
“itered on behalf of the proviace by the
Martin - government against the New
Vaucouver Coal Company to set aside
“rown grant of foreshore and of land
Qlider the sea been discontinued? 2. If
hen and by whose order, and upon
terms? 3. Why was it discon-
4. Was it ever brought to trial?
the government ever have any
wndent advice that the province had
? 6. If so, when, and whose ad-
was it? 7. How many acres were
by the crown grant in question,
v the land so granted supposed
tain coal? 8. Does the govern-
msidep it has any claim whatever
' the foreshore and land under sea ad-
cent to the land granted as aid to the
Railway Company? 9. If so,
intend to take any steps as aid

the ¥. & N. Railway Company ?
fon. Mr. Eberts replied as follows:
Yes. 2. Action discontinued on Tth
tember, 1900, each party to bear its
< The discontinuance was
Instructions from the executive.
account of instructions received

80,

costs

(
n

l-Answered by answer to 5.

from the executive. 4, No. 5. No. 6.
: 7. The grant
was made in the year 1899, a canfirma-
tion to the New Vancouver Coal/Mifiitig
& Land Company, Limited, of i o7 kbld
and exclusive rightito mine for coal un-
der that portion of the sea adjacent té
the lands of the company,'said portion of
the sea being the area colored red on the
plan annexed to said grant. The said
area is, approximately, 140 square miles.
8. The foreshore outside of harbors cer-
tainly belongs to the province until
granted away. The ownership of land
under the sea beyond the foreshore is
about to be made the subject of a refer-
ence for the opinion of the courts. 9.
answered by the answer to No 8.7

Mr. Curtis asked the government the
following questions: 1. Has George S.
Russell been granted a lease of fore-
shore on Beecher Bay? 2. If so, what
was the date of his application, and up-
ou what dates did notice thereof appear
in the official Gazette? 3. For how
many years is the Jease? What is the
acreage leased, and what the yearly
rental? 4. Does the government recog-
nize assignments,or transfers of notices
of applications madey.or. of npp}i(-ations
already madej and svill it/in proper cases
give leases to the. Gransfernpes® 37°H6¥

what purpose was'the lease' to:George |

S. Russell grauted? 6: Do the leases:of
foreshore contain a provision preventing
assignment or transfer thereof?

Hon, Mr. Wells replied as follows:
“1. Yes. - 2:-Application was made on
32th - Alugust; 1902, b§ George Schmith,
intplirsuance’ of 'ibtice” aPpedring’ in |the
British | Columbia " Fazéttd’ of ‘July ' 17thy
1902.
terest to ‘Mr. Geo. 8.-Russell. 3. Five,
The' tidal- lands, approximately, two
acres. $100. 4. Yes. Yes. 5. Salmon
fishing. . Ycs, unless the consent of
the Chief Commissioner is first obtain-
ed.”

Mr. Neill asked the Premier the fol-
lowing questions: Has the Dominion
government, since the visit of the dele-
gates to Ottawa in January last, made
any further proposition to the local gov-
ernment relative to: . The readjust-
ment of the boundaries of Indian re-
cerves. 2. The working of minerals on
Indian reservzs, as alluded to in the re-
port of the delegates recently laid be-
fcre the House?

Premier Prior replied as follows: 1.
No. The honorable the Minister of the
Interior promised to communicate with
the provincial government in regard to
the matter as soon as he consulted with
Mr, Vowell, superintendent of Indian af-
fairs; but his appointment as Canadian
agent in the Alaska boundary arbitration
has probably delayed his reply. 2. Same
answer.”

Mr. McBride called attention to the
acoustic properties of the chamber. He
thought the government should take up
the consideration of this question and see
if something could not be done.

Premier Prior said the Chief Commis-
sioner wonid be informed to see if any-
thing could be done, and if it could it
would assuredly be done,

Adopted.

The report on the bill to amend-chap-
ter 71 cited as the Special Surveys Act,
1899, was adopted.

Supreme Court Act.

The House went into committee on the
bill to amend the Supreme Court Act
with W. T. Paterson in the chair.

Hon. Mr. Eberts said he had not
changed his mind with respect to. this
bill. The government had not stopped
the building of this railway in Kootenay.
The right of way to the railway com-
pany was given them by order-in-coun-
cil. A press message brought the news
that the work from Grand Forks to
Phoenix would be proceeded with this
spring, and that the surveys were not
yet completed.

Mr, Curtis was amazed at the audac-
ity of the Attorney-General bringing this
matter up again. The government re-
fused to give the V., V. & E. railway a
right of way from Grand Forks to
Phoenix because the government said
that it was over lands given to the C. P.
R. That land was not crown granted to
the C. P. R. The line from Phoenix to
Grand Forks had been laid out by the
Great Northern for a long time. The
injunction prevented the company from
going on with its work. The government
was a party to the action. Certainly the
Attorney-General afterwards withdrew,
but the injunction stood: The Attorney-
General had no right to become a party
to it at the first.

Hon, Mr., Wells said the government
had granted the railway the right of
way over the only land it had the right
to. =

The Attorney-General called attention
to the fact that the Great Northern’s
route ran through the TUnited - States
from Phoenix.

Mr. Curtis contradicted this, explain-
ing that he had seen the plans of the
surveyor and that it’ was the intention
to build a branch also altogether in Can-
adian territory by way of Eholt, Green-
wood to Midway and thence continue to
the coast.

Hon. Mr. Eberts, depending upon the
newspaper report, read again from the
Colonist as to this route. i

“Isn*t that the Colonist you are read-
ing from?’ asked Mr. Curtis.

Hon. Mr. Eberts replying in the af-
firmative, Mr. Curtis continued: “Well,
would you depend upon its columns?”

“Well, I think it's as reliable as your
paper, the Rossland Miner, which you
wrote the editorials for,” said Hon, Mr.
Eberts.

The committee rose and reported the
bill without amendment.

Complete.

The bill intituled “An Act to amend
the ‘Companies Winding-up Act, 1898, "
was committed with Mr. Hall in the
chair. It was reported complete without
amendment.

Land Act.

On the second reading of the bill in-
tituled “An Act to amend the ‘Land
Act. Mr. Rogers explained that it simp-
ly had bearing on the advertising ques-
tion.

The bill passed its second reading, and
was committed with Mr, Taylor in the
chair.

The committee rose and reported the
bill complete, which was adopted.

War Land Grants.

On the second reading of the bill in-
tituled “An ‘Act to amend the ‘South

African War Land Grant Act, 1901, ”

Mr.~ Schinith transferréd’ his ! in-

the Chief Commissioner pointed out that
its purpose was to extend the provisions
of the original measure so that later
m nteers from. the province might take
iﬂ\inlh,‘fp ofi the provision,

. ALr. McBride congratulated the gov-
\émyent . u‘{-"doing justice’ to such a de-
serving class as those who had' taken a
part in South Afriea. The opposition
would support the measure.

Mr. Neill advocated the claimants be-
ing given an option of cash instead of
land. Many of the men disposed of their
property for less than $50.

The Chief Commissioner, during the
discussion, explained that timber lands
had not been included in the lands avail-
able for this purpose. These had been
withdrawn from sale at ‘$5 an acre, and
would not be used for this purpose.

The House went into committee with
Mr. Fulton in the chair, and rising re-
ported it.

Port Simpson Hospital.

The bill intituled “An Aect to incorpor-
ate the Port Simpson General Hos-
pital” passed its second reading, and
was committed with Mr, Munroe in the
chair.- The committee rose and reported
.| the. bill,

5% Second Reading.

“The bill intitnled “An Act to amend
the ‘New. Westminster . Aect, 1888’ "

passed its second reqding.
Private Bills. ' 13

Anzlican Synod of the, Diogese of Koot
fentiy,® John' Houston ' said the objedt of
the’act wiSs to sepirate the good ‘peopie
of ‘the Anglican ¢éhurch from thie’more or
less good people of  the “"same church
down by the coast. ¢

I Mr. McPhillips brought the attention
of the Attorney-Generat to the working
of the Mortmain Act in connection with
the bill. It might be working an injus-
tice upon other churches.

Chas. Semlin and vthers spoke on the
same subject, and it was decided to al-
low the matter to stand over until it was
looked over.

After consideration in committee leave
was asked to sit again,

Mr. Helmcken moved the second read-
ing of the bill intituled “An Act to in-
corporate the Quatsino Railway Com-
pany.”

The bill was committed with John
Oliver in the chair. The committee rose
and reported the bill complete, without
amendment,

Mr. Helmcken introduced a bill in-
tituled “An Act to amend the Society for
the Prevention of - Cruelty to Animals
Incorporation Act.” The bill was read
a first time.

bill intituled ‘An Act,to incorporate the

Return,

Hon. Mr. Wells .presented ‘a .return of
all. correspondence. between Joseph -Col-
linson and all members of ‘the govern-
ment; also, all correspondence between
the chief boiler inspector and all mem-
bers of the government, relating to the
prosecution of . Joseph Collinson for
violation of ‘Steam Boiler Inspection Act.

Mr. Oliver asked for a return show-
ing the names of those who had staked
petroleum or coal prospects in Southeast
Kootenay with the addresses and occupa-
tions of these.

Mr, Houston said this was impessible
as the recording office did not show the
addresses or occupation.

Members of the opposition wanted to
know why Mr. Houston should reply for
the government, to thé amusement of all.

The House adjourned until 2 o’elock
to-day.

(From Saturday’s Daily.)

Prayers were tead by Rev. D. W
Scott. \

Mr. Hunter presented a report from
the railway committee stating the pre-
amble proved of the bill infituled “An
Act to amend the ‘Nicola, Kamloops &
Similkameen Coal & Rmilwsy Company
Act, 1891,” The report was received.

The following  bills were introduced,
read a first time and ordered to be read
a second time on Monday next: By Mr.
Oliver, a bill intituled “An Act to amend
the ‘Poison Act.”” .By Hon. Mr. Pren-
tice, a bill intituled “An Act to amend
the ‘Mutual Fire Insurance Companies
Act, 1902."”

Mr. Tatlow asked the Chief Commis-
sioner of Lands and Works the follow-
ing question: Whiat are the names of the
tenderers and amounts of the tenders re-
ceived for all work and jumiture in con-
nection with Government House, and to
whom were contracts awarded? ;

Hon. Mr. Wells replied as follows:

“For work of construction: R. Drake,
$44,764.50 (awarded); J. Coughlan, $47,-
500; T. Catterall, $49,390; Victoria Brick
Co., Ltd., $54,458; M. Humber, $45,432.

“For furniture: Weiler Bros. and D.
Spencer, T4 per cent, on sterling cost
(awarded).

“Heating: J. Coughlan, $4,200; C. M.
Cookson, $4,975 (awarded); Leek & Co.,
$4,980; J. H. Warner, $5,206. 50; J.
Colbert, $3,350; A. Sheref, $6,417,

The report on the bill intituled an Aect
to Incorporate the Port Simpson General
Hospital was adopted and the bill passed
its third reading.

till  fintituled “An Act to amend the
Police and Prisons Regulation ‘Act,” with
Mr, Gilmour in the chair,

Hon. Mr. Eberts brought in an amend-
ment providing that the superintendent
of provincial police should be also re-
cognized as an inspector of jails. He
thought this was a wise one. It was
bringing the law back to what it was
formerly. '

In answer to Mr. Hawthornthwaite
the Attorney-General said it was not
creating a new office.

The committee rose and reported the
bill complete.

The Housa went into committee on the
bill intituled “An Act to amend the
‘New Westminster Act, 1888, " with E.
C. Smith in the chair. The committee
rose and reported the bill.

‘Upon the second reading of the bill in-
tituled “An Act to incorporate the Koofe-
nay Central Railway Company,” the At-
torney-General pointed out that this bill
was introduced in conformity with the
recommendation of the railroad commit-
tee of the House. It gave incorporation
to a railway company which had form-
erly had a charter, The railway was to
run from Fort Steele south to Elko, and
from Fort Steele north to Golden. It
was an imporfant country which was
sought to be opened by the road.

Mr. Gilmour was opposed to railroad
A companies getting charters and not carry-

In moving the second reading of ‘the

The House went into committee on the'

ing out the work: intended. He had no
objection to a railway in that section
of the country, but he thought the pro-
moters should put up a substantial guar-
antee with the government that they
would build this road.

The bill was committed, with Mr.
Hawthornthwaite in the chair,

John Houston brought in an amend-
ment. intended to strike out powers un-
der the Wafer Clauses Act,and the carry-
irg on of telegraph and telephone busi-
ness. His reason for doing so was that
two companies had been granted charters
in that part of the country, and in doing
g0 had eliminated these powers. He did
rot approve of the company getting
powers which the other companies did not
get,

Attorney-General Eberts said that this
was simply renewing the old charter and
the elimination of these powers might
injuriously affect that: company. He
was inclined to believe the old charter
Lad pot lapsed, but to avoid all mistake
this new act was introduced. He asked
that the amendment be withdrawn.

Mr. McPhillips wanted uniformity in
the matter. He had been in favor of
these ‘powers being granted railway com-
panies.

The Attorney-General said he under-

stood from the member for Southeast
Kootenay that the company had survey-
ors in the field.
Mr., Gilmour agreed with Mr. Mec-
Phillips-that if additional powers were
to, be given: this company then the
House should graut other powers to the
companies : which:ched mot been granted
it earlier.in the. session.

‘Mr. Paterson beliévedin keeping the

-railway. companiesistrictly to.their own

"bu.sinqss. /They, mignv get' the additional
powers im_thg regular. wap.'it: 26 hpux

E. C. Smith:said isevéral thotsgnds of
dollars had been expended in d Surveyhok!
this road. ol D { g

Hon. Mr. Prentice called atténtidbn to
the fiact that this company appeared to
have capital to build the road if assist+
ed by the government.

J. Stables said tne railroad committee
fully intended that the original powers
of the act of imcorporation should be
incorporated in this bill,

R. Green did not favor this company
getting powers which other companies
had not. The railroad committee had no
such understanding when they recom-
mended it to the government for rein-
corporation,

John Oliver thought there seemed to
be something behind this, which indicat-
ed that this particular company was to
get special favors.

The amendment was carried.
committee rose and reported the bill,

The bill intituled “An Aet to incorpor-
ate the .Quatsino Railway Company”
passed ifs third reading.

The bill intituled “An Aect to incorpor-
ate the Kootenay Development & Tram-
ways Company” passed its second read-
irg, and was committed with Mr, Kidd
in the chair.

The commiftee rose and reported pro-
gress, asking leave to sit ‘again.

The bill intituled “An Act to amend the
‘Land Act’” passed its third reading,

Upon Mr. Cuartis moving the adoption
of the report on the bill intituled “An
Act the ‘Supreme Court Act,’” Mr. Me-
Phillips moved for the addition of the
words to the subsection providing that an,
ex partie injunction should not be allow-
ed the words “unless it be reasonably
apparent that irreparmable damage will
ensue.”

This was accepted, and the réport was
adopted,

The report to the bill intituled “An Act
to amend the “Companies Winding-up
Act, 1898, " was adopted.

In passing over the adjourned debate
cn second reading, the bill intituled “An
Act respecting Railway and Si{camship
Transportation in certain cases,”” Mr.
‘Curtis said he had another bill which he
intended to introduce making it unlaw-
ful for members accepting of passes. He
was not varticular which measure passed,

The House adjourned at 4 o'clock.

The

THE GOVERNOR’'S ASSENT.

Believed He Has Referred a Point to
Ottawa For Consideration.

There was a rumor on the street Fri-
way on Friday brings news that the
tention of vetoing bill 16.

Careful inquiry was .made by Times
representatives from sources I'kely 1o
have authentic informatien on the sub-
ject, the result being such that the rumor
was found to have no foundation in fact.

It is stated on excellent authority that
Sir Henri has simply referred one point
to Ottawa, preferring advice from the law
officers there, to acting purely on his own
judzment. The probability is that the
matter upon which he is in. doubt, and
which has caused his hesitation is
whether a subject which is hefore the
courts could be dealt with by the legis-
lature.

CURED ONCE
AND FOR ALL

. o —-

DODD'S KIDNEY PILLS BAN-
ISHED CHAS. INGRAM’'S
BRIGHT'S DISEASE.

And There Have Been No Signs of Its
Return in Five Years—He Keeps
Dodd’s Kidney Pills on Hand .How-
ever.

Toronto, May 1.—(Special.)—Charles
Ingram of 58 Humbert street, a stone-
mason well known among the working
classes of the building trade, furnishes
one more proof that Dodd’s Kidney Pills
will cure Bright's Disease, will drive it
out of the system so that it will never
return.

t Five years ago an interview with Mr.

Ingram was published; in which he said:
“For ten years I have -been troubled

with the first stages of Bright's Disease.

I tried several medicines;, but could not

get cured. A friend of mine advised me

to use Dodd’s Kidney Pills. I have used
four boxes and am now cured of the first
stages of pains.””

Speaking recently Mr. Ingram said:
“The -cure was satisfactory, but I keep
Dodd’s Kidney Pills on hand in case the
trcuble may come back.”

Dodd’s Kidney Pills: always cure
Bright’s Disease, the most advanced
stage of Kidney -Disease.: Héw sure,
then, is it they .can cure . the earlier
stages of Kidney Complaint;

A SESSION

(From Friday’s Daily.)

The select committee inquiring into the
Columbia & Western subsidy matter ex-
amined Hon: Mr. Wells Thursday fore-
noon. In yesterday's edition the mem-
Thomas Shaughnassy was given.
main examination which was crowded
out is now given.

he would have to go back farther than
the relation with the Columbia & Wes-

ment of B. S. Southern subsidies.
That. raiiway was enfitled to 20,000
acres a mile. - In 1899 the initial block
was selected, 611,538 acres. They later

Jigelected three additional blocks, compris-

.ing 1,646,600 acres. This made a totfal
 some time previcus to 10th September of
2,258,433, leaving a deficiency of 1,348,146
acres,.which would have to be added to
apother parcel making a total deficiency
on .10th- September, 1900, of 1,419,691
acres, oy X FRAE T

It was..proposed to -give them - two
blocks in settlement of that, which woul.d
make up that quantivy, one Block to the
west of what already was.selected and
one north. ‘On 10th Septemben, 1900, an
order-in-council was passed to give: them
these two blocks. They were marked
deficiency blocks,

Subsequent to that on 19th December
a proposal was made by B. C. Southern
Company to substitute 4,593 and 4,594
for this northern block. The result of
this was that the previous order-in-coun-
cil was rescinded, and these two blocks
substituted for the deficiency blocks, The
province*made a saving of 167,031 acres
by this,

The whole matter then seemed to have
remained in abeyance until the summer.
The same company, then under the name
of the Columbia & Western, came to the
government and asked that these two
biocks, 4,593 and 4,594. should be-given
as the Columbia & Western subsidy.
This proposition was not mada in writ-
ing. It was 'made by G. McL. Brown.
He remembered one interview particular-
ly which he had himself. There were
cthers he beliéved, but he. remembered
this one. He proposed that this propasi-
tion should be made to the government.

“Mr. Brown’s reply,”’ said Hon. Mr.
Wells, “was that he did not wont it to
come as emamnating from ‘hi® company,
but as if emanating from the govern-
ment. I cannot remember the exact
date of it. This, I believe, was the last
interview I had with him. I do not re-
member of anyone being with MF.
Brown in respect to the Columbia &
Western. 1 remember of Mr. Taylor,
Mr, Eberts’s partner, taking an active
part in the B, C. Southern proposition.
I am not sure that Mr. Taylor acted for
the B. C. Southern.”

Asked by Mr. Green if Mr. Taylor was
not present at several interviews, Hon.
Mr. Wells replied he nvas not sure of
several, but he remembered one.

“I am not prepired to say in what
capacity Mr. Taylor appeared,” continued
Hon. Z\;r. Wells. “I understand - Mr.
Brown ae saying he knew notbing of the
transaction untit he got the promise of
the order-in-council, Mr. Brown was in-
correct: As a matter of fact Mr. Brown
consulted with me before. The state-
ment of Mr. Brown that the govérn-
ment proffered the land was sheer non-
sense, I give it a flat denial. The pro-
position emanated from Mr. Brown for
the Columbia & Western railroad.”

In answer to Mr. Oliver,, Hon, Mr.
Wells said that the matter was arranged
by which it was made as though coming
frem the government. Mr. Brown, how-
ever, was the one from whom it eman-
ated. “This was in 1900. I do not
remember anything further until my re-
turn from the up-country, about the 9th
August. Mr, McNeill informed me that
a letter had been received on 31st July
from Mr. Brown during my absence.”
Mr. McNeill said that he had taken the
letter into the executive council, which
was then meetipg, apparently at regunest
of Mr. Brown; that after the executive
was over Mr. Dunsmnir had decided,
with reference to the Columbia & Wes-
tern, referring to settlement of land
matters, that Mr, Turner would instruect
him as to particulars or to how setfle-
ment was to be carried out,

Contiouing, Hon. Mr, Wells =aid, “I
don’t remember of anything further oc-
curmring about it until a meeting of the
execufive, evmprising Mr. Turner, Mu.
Eberts and myself on 10th August, a day
or two after my return. At that meet-
ing it was decided to rescind the pre-
vious order respecting the two fracts of
iand to be given to B. C. Southern rail-
road. ‘According to this order it was
specified that these two blocks were to
be regarded as full satisfaction. 1t also
appears that the proposition was made
that the Crowm grants would be pre-
pared. During the course of the nego-
tiations it occurred to me fhat I should
know from Premier Dunsmuir whether
he fully understood the transaction.
Shortly - before I left for Montreal, in
October, I sent for Mr. Dunsmuir from
my office.’ ¥ had this feeling—if I'was
responsible to him in the earrying out
and consummation of this aid I did not
know whether he fully understood it. I
had no sooner explained it to him when
he at once said that was not his under-
standing of the full setflement. Mr.
Prentice was there. It was not intended
to be an executive meeting. Mr. Duns-
muir's idea was that it would not do
to carry ouf the settlement upon the
condition proposed. After a good deal
of discussion the suggestion came from
myself that we should make a proposi-
tion to the C, P, Railroad Company that
they should extend their system from

fhe .Columbia to Spence’s Bridge, and

orandum of the corcessions asked of Sir;
The

Hon. Mr. Wells, being eworn, said that |

tern in order to make matfers clear. He |
would have to go back to the settle-|

FULL

OF SENSATIONS

Mr. Dunsmuir’s Disclosures---Swears
That Mr. Wells Was Offered 30,000
Acres for Crown Grants.

(that only upon that being agreed upon
‘shouhl the government be justified in
| carrying out this proposition. There was
| scmething said at the same time about
;,ﬁ:t—tting other improvements., My im-
| pression is that their rails should have
' to. be extended to Spence's Bridge. Im-
mediately after this I remember Mr.
Brown coming to my office, and I told
him what had taken place, and I re-
member stating to him that a proposition
was to be submitted to Sir Thomas
Shaughnessy about the construction to
Spence’s Bridge. His reply was that he
! was satisfied there would be mo d:fficulty
about it, so when he says I stated that

I was simply going to hand these Crown
' grants to Sir Thomas Shaughnessy in-
stead of him, he was incorrect. He un-
dersfood that the line was to be extend-
ed.” |

In answer to Mr. Green, Hon. Mr.
| Wells said that Mr. Dunsmuir, Mr. Pren-
! tice and he all agreed wpon that action.
| “Mr. Turner and Mr. Eberts did net
i know anything of it?” inqumired Mr.
1 Green,
| “They were not there,” replied Hen.
[Mr, Wells. “I only sent for Mr. Duns-
| muir. - I cannot say how Mr. Prentice
I was there.”

{ It was then discovered that Mr. Turner
| was not a member of the government at
| that time, :

|  Hon. Mr, Wells proceeded: “On' the
i 24th October I left for Montreal, taking
1 ot only these two ‘Crown grants, but
| 22 other converging blocks along the line
| of the Columbia & Western railroad. I
waited some time for Sir Thos. Shaugh-
npssy to return froem the West. I in-
formed him what my instructions were
from Mr. Dunsmuir with respeet to
these two Crown .grants. With re=pect
to them they would not be delivered upom
the conditions previously arranged. I
informed him of the conditions wupon
which they could be taken up—the exten-
sion of the road to Spence’s Bridge. 1
outlined such an agreement as we might
enter into. I left my "hotel that day. I,
drew up a memorandum twhich T after-
wards submitted to Mr, Shaughnessy. 1
have a copy of that.”

The letter in reply, written by Sir
Thomas Shaughnessy, was also read.
This, as summanized in yesterday's
Times, gave an outline of the objeetions
to. these restrictions.

In reply to Mr. Green, Hon. Mr.
Wells said that Mr. Shaughnessy was
definitely informed that these conditions
were essential before delivery of the
Crown grants, -

“I saw Mr, Shaughnessy again affer
getting his letter,” said Hon. Mr. Wells.
“I informed him he would have to accept
these conditions in order to get the de-
livery of the grants.” Mr. Shaughnessy
made use of an expression, said' Mr.
Wells, to the effect: *If these Crown
grants are going to get your govern-

or trouble we don’t want them.”

M?r.. Green interjected: “He has evi-
dently changed him mind sinee that.”

“I don’t know that these were his
words,” said Hon. Mr, Wells, “but they
were to that effect.”

“Dou you know what he meant when he
referred to getting you into trouble?”’
asked Mr. Green,

“With reference to the Crown grants
being in the possession of the 6. PR
they never left my possession. The C.
P. R, never fsaw them. I did not take
them from my hotel,” said Hon. Mr.
Wells. “It was in compliance with a
direct understanding with Mr. Dunsmuir
and Mr, Prentice that I made Lhis pro-
pesitions. That' I kept the grants in my
possession -as the custodian of the rail- |
rcad company was nonsense.”  Mr.
Brown came into my office afferwards |
to find if anything could be done to!
arrange the matter. 1 informed - him |
that mothing could be done unless the !
propesals were carried out. I never !
made any promise to Mr, S}inu:hn(‘ssv:
to return the Crown grants to him an"r
any one else in 30 days. I never mnd.ﬂl
a statement to Mr. Brown that he need!
not bother, he would receive the Crown
grants in due order.” !
_ He believed he said in his statement
in the House that the blocks were never
accepted. He meant there was no ex-l
pressed acceptance by which the com- |
pany would be bound. ‘

With respect to Hon. Mr. Eberts's con- |
tradiction regarding a petition of rights, f
he said thaf the company had asked the !
government to intervene, which was prac-
tically the same thing. He understood
also that they wanted a petition of rights,
though they had not made any formal ap-
plication for it,

“How do you know that they wanted
a petition of rights?*® asked Mr. Helmo-
ken,

Replying, Hon. Mr. Wells said: “I |
learned it from Mr. Eberts. I do no[‘
know that any decision had been arrived
at. . All- that I understood from Mr.
Eberts was that a,petition of ¥ghts was
wanted. T don’t know who made the ap-
plication”” He made a distinction be-
tween the petifion of rights and the in-
tervention asked for,

Questioned by Mr. Oliver, Hon. Mr.l
Wells said that there were conhditions |
under which the company would receive
their subsidy for section 4. The com-
prany had been- relieved with respect to |
secfions 5 and 6.” .An arrangement was
made <Swith Mackenzie & Mann hy
which the road was to be built from Mid- |
way to Penticton. An agreement was to |
be made. He believed the Turner gov-
ernment intended to carry. out that agree-
ment. ‘

The government entering into a con-,
tract with Mackenzie & Mann to build |
a road released the C, P. R. from build-
ing secfions 5 and 6. The C. I. R. could !
not, he thought, have prevented Mac-
kenzie & Mann building to Midway. The
agreement, however, among the parties

interested, the two railway companies

ment or yourself into an embarrassement |

i chief commissioner’s room.

i done it,

and the government, he thought consti-
tuted a release of the C. P. R. to build
sections 5 and 6.

Being handed the draft agreement im
1898, which he understood would have
been carried out if the governmeni had
been returned to power, and whkich was
signed by Sir Thomas Shaughnessy and
Mr. Oswald, representing the Columbia
& Western railroad, Hon. Mr. Wells
said that he thought the company -was
relieved- from building sections 5 and 6
by it. He helieved it was the duty eof
the government to carry out the purpert
of that agreemeht, even though it was

ot fully executed. The geverument
was in duty bound to carry out some
agreement by which the company was
to be given a subsidy either by land er
cash for section 4.

V‘Are you proceeding under the Sub-
sidy Act or this agreement in making
the grant to the railroad company?”
asked Mr. Oliver.

“To both taken together,” answered
Hon. Mr. Wells. There was a mutual
agreement among the government and the
two railway companies in this matver,
Taking this in conjunction with ap
agreement entered into with Mackenzie
& Mann, he thought this was borne out.
The agreement was not drawn up he be-
lieved. It wasa verbal one. He thought
in this draft agreement the C. P, R. was
simply reserving its right in case Mae-
kenzie & Mann did not build these see-
tions.

Coming to the bill intfroduced a year
ago to grant a subsidy to the Columbia
& Western for section 4, Hon. Mr. Wells
said in stating in it that the company had
forfeited this right to build the 5th and
6th sections, he was guide@ by what Mr.
Turner and Mr. Eberts, who were in the
government at the time, had told him.

Asked to the reason for allowing ef
lunds for the subsidy being taken any-
where in Yale or Kootenay, instead of
as near as possible contiguous to the
line of railway, he thought that it wounld
‘be found if all was settled ap there
weuld not be lands enough near the rail-
way,

Mr, Oliver asked if he satisfied himself
as to whether there were lands sufficient
or not,

Referring to the map he did not think
there were lands enough. He thought
he made inquiries at the time.

Mr. Oliver asked if it was not a faet
that 4,440,000 acr2s were reserved for
the railroad company.

Hon, Mr; Wells did not know. that that
was it. He supposed it was correct. The
government set this aside that the rail-
road company should select its.land from
these reserves.. He thought, however,
that the Subsidy Act gave the govern-
ment the power to go outside of that re-
serve. They were held in connectiom
with a-subsidy for the B. 'O, Southern.
The Columbia & Western was practieal-
ly the same company, and if they asked
for that he thought they might have it.
This referred to blocks 4,593 and 4,594.

“If the bill withdrawn last year had
become law would nof the company have
had the right to take sections 4,593 and
4,594 in selecting the lands?’ asked Mr.
Oliver. Hon. Mr, Wells thought that
was only intended to ecarry out the
original Subsidy Act.

Mr, Oliver pointed out that this bilk
would extend much farther than the
original act. Hon. Mr. Wells said he had
cxplained in the House that the intentiom
was simply to reinstate the company as
under the Subsidy Aetf. The blocks were
{ under reserve. - They could not have
‘been given unless the government chose
te do-=o.

“Would the government have givem
| them?” asked Mr. Oliver.

“TI will rot say whetber they would e=
not,” replied Hon, Mr. Wells,

Mr, Green asked concerning Hon, Mr.
Eberts’s statement that it was one or
two months after Mr. Wells’s return be-
fore he knew of the Crown grants being
brought hack.

Hon, Mr. Wells said: “I must have
communicated it to the government. If
Mr. Eberts says he did not know it, I
suppose it was true.”

In answer to Mr. Helmcken, Hon. Mr.
Wells explained that these lands were
not Crown-granted to the B. C, Southern,
but had by order-in-council been set‘
agide for them,

Mr. Oliver wanted all communications
which had passed within the past few
days between Sir Thomas Shaughnessy

,and Hon. Mr. Wells produced before the

committee. Hon. Mr, Wells said he

;ceuld inform them that there were none. °

The select committee inquiring inte

| the Columbia & Westerg subsidy mat-

ter sat this morning again. Flon. Mz
Wells being ill his further examinaiom
was deferred.

W. McNeill, assistant to the chief com-
missioner, was called upon to give evi-
denea

Mir. McNeill ‘being asked to make a
statement in respect to the question,
said that the matter was one which gdid
not come within the scope of his knewl-
cdge. Mr. Brown came into his office
about the 31st July, 1901, with a sealed
ietter addressed to Hon. Mr. Wells.
Hon, Mr. Wells was out of the city ana
Mr. Brown asked him if he would take
the letter into the executive council and
hand it to Mr. Dunsmuir. Mr. Duns-
muir afterwards told him that he was

j to tell Hon. Mr. Wells when he came

Lack that he was to get instructions as
t¢ subject matter of the letter from Mr.
Turner,

Mr. McNeil! could not remember of

{ seeing the subject matter of the letter.

He certainly thought it had reference to

| the Columbia & Western matter, though

Mr. Brown did not say so.

Mr. McPhillips referred to the memor-
anda accompanying the order-in-councik
of 4th September, 1901, describing these
blocks of lands,

Mr, MeNeill raid he saw these in the
It was, he

! thought, after the order-in-council. It
{ Was not prepared by himself and he did

not think Hon. Mr. Wells could have
He might have been the bearer
of these to Mr, Gore, as every day he
carried papers from the chief commis-
sioner to Mr. Gore. He did not remem-
ber of it.

Asked as to identifying the docu-
ments. by the typewriting, etc., Mr. Me-
Neill said the first two pages looked as
if they might have been done in their
office. The description of the blocks,
Lowever, he could not identify.

In answer to Mr. Oliver, he said he
did not see Hon. Mr, Wells write “can-
celled” across the face of these crown
grants. He had within the past few




