MiNvTES oF Synop, Kinaston, 311 May, 1860.

|| statement in the hearing of the members present :—

WHEREAS it is the principal and distinctive duty of tus office of a |

Representative Elder to attend the Superior Church Courts and
there to deliberate and vote, agreeably 4o the word of God and
the constitution of this Church, on all questions affecting the in-
terests both of the Church at large, and of the particular Congre-

gation to which he belongs; and whereas it is of the utmost con- |
sequence that the Church, in her legislative, Judicial, and execu- |

tive capacities, should be assisted and strengthened in her geve-

ral Courts by the presence of her Representative Office-bearers ; |

therefore the member of this Session, who may be elected to fill
the office of Representative Elder, shall be required, before hig
election be sustained, to acknowledge it to be hig duty, (1) to
attend the meetings of the Presbytery of the bounds and the an-
nual meeting of Synod, (2) to give an account of his attendance
thereat when required to do so by this Session, and (3) to
send a written apology to the Moderator or Clerk of Synod if
necessarily prevented from attending the annnal meeting of Syned,
and he shall be required to promise that, God willing, he will, to
the utmost of his ability and diligence, fulfil his duty in these seve-
ral particulars ;

And this statement having ‘been read the Session shall make an elec-

tion, and require of the part

‘ longer, and if no member of Session be found willing to be elected, a mi-
(| Dbute to that effect shall be recorded and an extract thereof forwarded to
| the first stated meeting of Presbytery.

| m. In circumstances rendering it impossible to elect a Representa-
tive Elder within the aforesaid period of two months, the Session so situat-




