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Washington Has An

Intimation But
No Details

AL EYES, ARE ON WLSON

Ciisis in 'War — Lendon Papers
Look Upen Situation as Serious
—*A Race Against Time," Says

One Writer—French Shippiag
Men Not Disturbed

shington, Feb, J.—After an hout's

(ﬁrmu between President . Wilson
aid Secretary of State Lansing, it be-
came known today that the German sit-
uvation is viewed with extreme gravity
and that the American government had
already begun to formulate definite
steps. It was regarded as not impos-
sitle that action of some. kind had al-
ready been taken but there was no in-
dication of its nature,

There : were also indications that no
announcement of the course of the gov-
ernment would be made uatil certain
steps had been taken through the navy
department and the treasury for safe-
guarding American ports and other in-
{crests, s |

It was disclosea that Mr. Wilson and
Mr. Lansing had a conference last night
although it was then denied they had
conferred at all.

Passports for Count Von Bernstorff,
orders for recall of Ambassador Ger-
ard, solemn warnings to Berlin that
breach of her pledges means a severance
of diplomatic relations, or tense waiting
for an overt act which would sweep

aside diplomacy and bring the Ameri-;

can government to the point of action,
are -among the contingencies which fill
the situation today. A ‘.
y*:fv: ; =

‘engaged preparing something for Presi-
dent Wilson,

EXPECT WILSON

‘TO ACT QUICKLY

New 'gork. Feb. 1—An Associated
Press despatch from Washington this
worning says:

Ruthless submarine warfare, Inaugur-
uled today by Germany, brings the
United States face to face with what
P’'resident Wilson has solemnly declared
to be the only alternativé to repogni-
tion of American rights on the high seas
—-a' break in diplomatic relations, with
ils accompanying grim 'possibilities.

Washington awoke this morning with
u shiver to a realization of this situa-
tion. It had come so suddenly in the
wmidst of lingering hopes for an early
peace in Furope and speculation over

what might be the president’s next move |

foward that end that there had been
Jittle time for deliberation. In fact, even
members of the foreign relations com-
mittee of the senate read for the first
time in the morning papers the text of
the warning note handed yesterday to
Ambassador Gerard in Berlin and de-
livered to the state department
Count Von Bernstorff.

President Wilson, upon whom lies the
Lurden of determinating the nation’s
course, was alone in his study at the
White House until late in the night with
;. copy of the German note. He saw no
vzﬂ, but is understood to have held
several telephoire conversations with
members of the cabinet and to have sent
a summons to Col. E. M. House, his
c¢lose friend and constant adviser on
fereign affairs. Colonel House, leaving
Lis hont® in New York after midnight,
rcached here early this morning.

There is every indication that what-
ever the American government does will

be done quickly. Apparently it is agreed i

that there are but three courses open:

Handing Count Von Bernstorff his
passports without further ado. :

Sending at once a warning to Ger-
many that she will violate American
rights at her peril.

Awaiting the development of the new
starvation campaign against England,
announced to begin today.

LONDON PAPERS
SAY SITUATION
1S SERIOUS ONE

London, Feb. 1.—“Signs of increased
ruthlessness and intensity in the sub-
miarine campaign are accumulating fast,”
suvs the Times. *“The German manifes-
to with regard to hospital ships has all
the familiar marks of German document
designed to prepare the way for inhu-
man deeds.”

'I'he Daily Telegraph’s naval expert
declares that Germany’s latest threat
exceeds in “hideous barbarity” anything
inn the history of modern war. “Behind
everything the enemy does,” the naval
expert adds, “there is a determination
1c grove that he will admit of no re-
stz@emt and therefore cannot be defeated
® those who will not descend to his
level.” .

‘I'he Morning Post’s naval correspon-
dent, discussing the submarine nienace
generally, says Germany knows if she
can reach a certain point in commerce
destroying the Entente Allies must yield
and therefore she is desperately yet
methodically, striving to reach that point
while there is yet time,

“In general terms,” says the corres-
pondent, “the situation may be defined
as a race against time. If Germany can

‘ destroy enough ships both neutral and
belligércnt before she is defeated on
land, she will win. If the Allies can
maintain sufficient sea transports they

by

Amerizan Action May Already
- Have Been Decided Upon

ReAD

NEW YORK HEARS THAT BRTAN
HAS 4000

SMALL, FAST CRUSER
FOR THE STATON,

of the Entente nations to be enforced

ers and agents of vessels flying neutral
course of action and it is believed that

the Entente Allies.

used as “submarine chasers.”
avajlable to keep the sea lanes clear of
voys. |

# P, A. S. Franklin, president of the

New York, Feb. 1.—The effect of Germany’s declaration of a sea blockade

out further notice” was felt today in every port on the Atlantic coast.

pert until instructions are received fromtheir governments.

In tle offices of British and French lines it was said that there would be no
interruptions in the sailing from American ports of ships carrying the flags of
To meet just such an emergency as this the British gov-
ernment has assembled, it was said,_a large fleet,of small fast cruisers to be
These vessels, said to number 4,000,

head of the American Line, declared: “I do not think there is any danger for
American ships on their present voyages.”

Halvoord: Jacobson, representative of the Scandinavian-American Line, and
William Van Doorn, manager of the Holland-American Line, expected
ceive cable instructions today from their governments.

“with every available weapon and with-
Own-
flags were in doubt as to their future
most of thém will keep their ships in

will be
raiders and submarines and act as con-

International Mercantile Marine and

to re-

‘will win. At this moment it is impos-
sible to predict the issue, but the peo-
ble of this country would do well to pre-
Jpare for certain contingencies.”

American Comment

{ New York, Feb. 1.—The Buffalo Ex-
press says:\ The note is a virtual de-
claration of war on the United States
-and on all other neutral countries and
'upon all civilization. It is especially a
defiance of the United States on account
of the ultimatum which the presidént
sent to Germany in the Sussex case and
‘the protests which led up to it. Im-
‘mediate and vigorous action by the presi-
,dent is imperative.

| Syracuse Post Standard: The
‘ American merchant vessel sunk by Ger-
many will be a virtual declaration -of
war. There is no other answer to Ger-
many’s note,

Her Last Chance

Albany, N.Y., Argus—It is indeed Ger-
many’s last dcsperate throw; her recog-
_nition of the fact that in reversion to
'savagery is the only chance of winning

m' ;. She

/ t can hardly
be necessary to say that the United
States cannot upon any ground or for
any consideration excuse or condone or
‘talerate the heinious, abhorrent course
which Germany has determined to pur-
sue. Apparently, after all, we have
come to the turn of the road at last and
. have reached the crisis so often threat-
‘ened and so long deferred.

Pittsburgh Gazette-Times—The com-
munication handed to Ambassador Ger-
ard is insulting. It amounts almost to
a declaration of war. It puts it square-
ly up to President Wilson to act with
pfomptness and vigor to maintain the
rights of Americans on the sea. How
long will President Wilson endure the
official presence of Count Von Bernstorff
in America?

Urges War
i

‘Louisville Courier Journal—Surely the
president has been awakened from his
dream of the millennium by Germany’s
latest note. It is a direct challenge of
war to the United States. It is a time
for no further parleying. That chal-
lenge should be accepted within twenty-
four hours, and the war thus entered on
by America should not end until the im-
_perial despotism of Germany which
dares plunge the world into such a war,
Iis completely and eternally crushed.

‘Holland Notified

| London, Feb. 1.—A Reuter despatch
from The Hague says that the Dutch
. foreign minister received on Wednes-

day evening communications from the |

German and Austrian ministers detail-

ing the new German blockade arrange- |
The communications are similar |

ments,
to those transmitted
“States.
INTIMATION

.OF REPRISALS

to the United

| London, Feb. 1.—The text of the Ger-
/man note to neutrals announcing the
abandonment of restrictions on naval
iwarfare reached London an hour after
 midnight in a summary of the Berlin
despatch cabled from New York. It
'was consequently too late for the first
,editions of the morning ‘papers or for
jeditorial comment.

| The statement of the German deci-
I:\‘ion in regard to hospital ships was,
.however, given the greatest promin-
jence and the comments thercon indicate
that the note to neutrals will not cause
surprise.

‘I'he intimation that the government
plans reprisals is generally acclaimed
through the Daily News, while refrain-
ing from speculation as to the form_re-
prisals may take, says: “The question
is peculiarly difficult, both practically
and ethically. If we are already waging
war to the full extent of our capacity
within legitimate limits there is lJittle
margin left for reprisals unless we are
prepared to follow Germany into the
region of lawlessness and  barbarism
where her predominance over all rivals
is unassailable. In
kind we have been and always will be
at a hopeless disadvantage. Of that
Germany is donbtless aware and lays
her plans accordingly.”

first ]

a contest of that !

FRENCH OWNERS
UNDISMAYED

Paris, Feb, 1.—The central committee
of French ship owners informed the As-
;Sociated Press today that the new Ger-
man submarine policy will cause no
ichange whatever in sailings from
1 France, ¢
t The Germans, it was declared, can do
'no more with their submarines than
sthey have already done,”and the only
.result will be to increase insurance rates
yand freight charges.

Caution in Spain,
London, Feb." 1—A Reuter despatch

N. B, THUR3DAY,:
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Charleston, S. C., Fel
freighter Lisbenfels; of
tied up here  since ithe
war, began sinking
this morning and maring
had been scuttied. THIg
to be borne out by
captain declined the

CHANCELLOE
‘SPEECH

London, Feb, 1-—Chai
mann-Holiweg, address
committee; declared thi

| from Madrid, says the Spanish minister
of the interior on communicating to the!
newspapers the note of the Central Pow-|
l ers regarding their new naval measures,’
appealed for the necessity of preserving
neutrality and, on account of the grav-|
ity of the situation, to observe discreet’
composure. The minister said he feared
that when the purport of the note be-:
came known disorders might occur, par-
ticularly in the eastern districts, as the
! policy of the Central Powers meant in-
! terruption .of foreign trade and grave
'dmocadonf'ﬂ" . inte
GO B | - %

h ﬁr"-’Madr‘!d‘,‘
the correspondent says, that parliament|
will be adjourned in order to prevent!
discussions which might be dangerous.

i In Denmark

London, Feb. 1—A Copenhagen - de-
| spatch to the Exchange Telegraph Co.
{says that a full meeting of the cabinet
twus held last night to discuss the Ger-
man submarine note and its probable
effect on Denmark.

|Dutch’ Vessel Sunk

Lloyds announces that the Dutch
steamer Epsilon, 8,211 tons, has been
sunk. The crew was landed.

i ENGLAND DID
NOT EXPECT IT.

London, Feb. 1—The German declara-
tion of unrestricted war at sea has cre-
ated a profound sensation in England,
where it was unexpected. All interest!
centres on the policy which neutral mar-|
itime: nations will adopt . |

The decision of the United States is!
awaited with the most intense interest,|
as it is recognized that it will have a!
strong influence on other neutrals and be!
the most important factor in the solu-|
tion of one of the most serious crises of!
. the war.. Officials decline to discuss the;
question formally at present.

As Usual

London, Feb. 1—All the steamship of-

ficials, both American and British, which
have ships billed to sail for America,
ure hooking passengers and freight today
us usual. ;
! The American lines have received no
' intimation of any change in sailing pro-
grammes on account of the newly an-
nounced German naval policy.

WASHITON
SUSPENDIN
- PASSPORTS

Washington, Feb. 1—The state de-
partment suspends issuance ‘of passports
to American travelers abroad.

KA SOLER OF T
ML TED RFLES KLLED

Ottawa., Feb. 1.—Casualties:
NMOUNTED RIFLES
Killed in riction
W. H. Holt, Chatham, N.B,
INFANTRY

(Seriously It }
E. J. Rockwell, Oceanview, P.EIL |
"Wounded \

H. A. Tucker, Anslow Mountain, N.S. |

internal :life af the

ready to stake everyth
the end. A Berlin d
by way of Amsterdam @
cellor as saying:—

" “On December 12, I
Reichstag the reasons
peace offer. The
clearly and precisely sall
clined peace negotiati@
wanted to hear omy @
they dictate. We lipve‘
to fight to the end. "W
lenge, we $tak

etk * ’ :
of last year, he ‘had oppesed unrestricted
submarine warfare, and why again in
September, “according to the unanimous
jadgment of the political and military
authorities the question was ‘not con-
sidered ripe for decision.” ‘

In this connection he repeated'his pre-
vious . utterance that as soon as he, in
agreement with the supreme command,
reached the conclusion that ruthless sub-
marine war would bring Germany nearer
a victorious peace, then the U-boat war
would be started. ‘*‘This moment,” he
continued, “has now arrived. Last aut-
umn the time was not yet ripe, but to-
day the moment has come when, with
the greatest prospect of success, we can
undertake the.enterprise. We must there-
fore not wait any longer.”

ONLY PATROL FI:HTING
ON THE WESTERN FRONT

Paris, Feb, 1—“Patrol encounters oc-
curred at various points along the fronmt,
especially east of Rheims and in the re-
gion of Altkitch,” says today’s official
communication, Elsewhere the night
was calm.

*Adjutant Madon ycsterday brought
down his fifth German airplane.

“Last night one of our aerial squad-
rons bombarded the railway station and
encmy storehouse at Marchy and Voy-
annes and also some barracks to the east
of Nesle. One of our airplanes armed
with a cannon, fired fifty shells upon
barracks of the enemy at Mesnil-St. Ni-
caise and at Berly, on the Somme.

PECY GARTER WOUNBED

Moncton, N. B, Feb, 1—Percy W.
Carter, son of Thomas Carter, of Sunny
Brae, has been wounded in action. At

the time of enlistment he was a Western|

Union Telegraph operator here. In all
about ten operators who learned tele-
graphy sin the Western Union office in
Moncton have enlisted.

WEATHER
“BEPORT

Issued by Author-
ity of the Depart-
ment of Marine and
Fisheries, R, F. Stu-
yart, director - of
neterological service

PheRx ana
Pherdinand

A LTYLE Twang o
JEST DAsnEDORT !

Synopsis—The disturbance which wes
over the middle states yesterday is now
centred near the middle Atlantic coast,
while a pronounced area of high pres-
sure and very cold weather covers the
western portion of the continent. Ligit

Hline that. thé sailing of the:passenger

was made here this moming’by @ repre-
sentative of the Scandinavian-American'

Tifier Helligolay, booked to leave.at 2 p.

:.‘fﬂ(i@y’

hagen: via Kirkwall, had been
postponed. i . o

with 800 passengers and cargo |’

- ; |i-teeti. points with thirteen for At]
New: York, Feb. l%onpceimpt'

(Al the soscalled
pees’ yielded eight to
oo The markef) was in

sulfored. Rallieh

"hour, -three” cents tacovery
'was shown. TFresh declines, however,
(then ensued. The rebound from the
iinitial fall was generally attributed to
profit-taking by traders, who of late
have been plunging heavily on the bear
side of the market.

At the worst of the collapse of wheat
prices, the market was off 39 8-4 a bushel
as compared with the highest quotations
attained during the war, a maximum of
195 8-4 for May delivery.

PAESS THTRE. |
N AHERST 5
" GUTTED BY FRE

Amberst, N, S,, Feb. 1—The Empress
Theatre was gutted by fire early this
morning and damage done to the extent
of §25,000. The fire broke out in the'
basement and was not noticed until;
{ the building was suddenly enveloped in
flames. Despite the efforts of the local
fire fighters nothing could be done to
save the structure and only a shell of
the former magnificent theatre now re-:
mains. Stage scenery, screens and seats
were consumed by the ravaging element:

With the theremometer well below
gero, most of the firemen were soon en-
cased in ice and they fought the flames
with difficulty. J. H. V. Moore of Am-
herst is the owner, but the building had
been leased to F. G. Spencer of St. John.
Insurance amounting to $15,600 was on
the place, together with contained ef-
fects. This insurance is held-by Doug-,
las Rogers Co. i

A patriotic musical had recently been:
staged and a “repeat” was scheduled for|
this evening. Costumes and valuable!
furniture, the property of local citizens,’
were all destroyed. This will bring an
| additional loss of $1,000. The walls
alone remain today and if rebuilt it is
likely that one of these walls will have
to come down. C. E. Allen is the local
manager. i

i

DECIDE TODAY AS
10 LOCAL ELECTICNS

Fredericton, N. B.,, Feb. 1—Hon. Dr. |
Landry arrived last evening and a meet-
ing of the government is being held to-

tion or a session will be decided. It is
said that a majority or members who
were in the city yesterday are opposed,
te an early election and so expressed
themselves to members of the govern-
ment. !
/I'he city school teachers have petition-:
ed the trustees for twenty-five per cent.|
increase in salaries.

| Soon.

Mr. and Mrs. John Tait of 71 Somer-
set strcet, have received letters from
both of their boys at the front, Chesley |
of the 1st contingent, and Charlie of the
26th battalion.

Chesiey spoke about being away from
the liring line, away back in the woods. |
He was tne only one left out of his com- |
pany who was not wounded or Kkilled,
so they gave him a rest from the firing
line. He was one of the first to emist
and went away under Capt. Sturdee. He
has been through a good many Dbattles,
but has not had a scratch.

Charlie has been in hospital for some
time, but is at the front again.

'The brothers met in December and:
were on pass together.

Mrs. Tait has anowner son in Halifax,
Alonzo, who expects to go to the front

SAYS MORE SIGN ON IN
NEW YORK NOW THAN
IN LIVERPOOL, ENG.

New York, Feb. 1—New York City is
rapidly replacing Liverpool as the labor
centre for sailors shipping on merchant
vessels between this country and Great
Britain, according to Dr. George Sidney
Webster, secretary of the American Seu-
men’s Friend Society.

“The shifting of the labor centre for
seamen is due,” he says, “to the fact
that many ships of both American and
British connections have adopted the

Stocks Break With Extreme Violen
Opening, Declining |
Points—Nearly All:€las

New York, Feb, 3—Wall Street, 10,30

From

am—Stocks Breke with :
licy of the 'German gos

- Y

; 85 -i-i‘ff (3

4 Ottawa, Ont., Feb. 1—Official circies
in Ottawa watch with intense interest
today the probable developments from
the latest and what is provably design-
ed to be the last campaign of frighttul-
ness initiated by the Germans. The de-
cision of the United States government
is awaited with much speculation and
considerable concern.

Had the president in his past perform-
ances not proven himself peculiarly long
suffering and disposed towards a “eace-
at-any-price” policy, his action in the
present crisis could more easily be fore-
casted. How the American nation will
now be able to keep out of the war, un-
less it would abandon its national self-
respect, is difficult to comprehend here.

Canada is vitally interested in the sit-
uation because the German plan is de-
liberately designed to starve the mothen
country which, in a very considerable;
measure depends upon the dominiom
her food supplies. There is no th
here that the marine activity or
transportation of men, munitions
food will in any way be diminished,
the attendant risk is doubtless increased
and the need of precautionary measures,
emphasized. The British navy has never
relinquished its control of the seas and
there is a supreme confidence in ‘the
ability of the’admiralty to cope with the
present situation and effect reprisals,

If the United States comes into ths
conflict ‘the resources of her shipping as
well as the German interned ships asm

the

L}
¥ L ¥
H *g‘

| nations.”

GOVERNMENT MAY L

day. It is likely the question of an elec-

policy of cigning their men on for the| be utilized vin carrying supplies to ihe
R?rwird and return voyage at this port. Allies, with the protection that the Armae
Under present conditions men are more/ €rican navy can give, the possible effesd
available on this side, and there are al-!0f the submarine policy on Biitish shiy:

most no instances of desertion on the! Ping will be, it is thought, largely nets
British side in comparison with a con-! tralized by the increased available taas

siderable number on the part of sailors 08¢ and the added assistance of the
shipping to this country from belligerent| United States navy.

RECRUIT HERE FOR
BATTALION OF MEN
UNDER FIVE FOOT Tio

That the 216th Bantam Battalion, To~
ranto, is now in the field for recruits fa
New Brunswick, was the information
rceeived this morning from one of the
recruiting sergeants, P. J. O’Routke, a
St. John boy, who arrived in the city
this morning from Toronto.

Sergeant O’Rourke said that the unii
was uuthorized in last February and
that the present strength 15 900.
‘Lhe battalion wants at least 100 men
{rom eastern Canada. Recruiting in
this section is under Lieutenant Walsi:
‘and recruiting in the city and through-
out the province will be under Sergeaw:
O’Rourke.

There should be no trouble in the se-
curing of the 100 men for tlus umt, as

RAMBLERS VS. NATIONALS

On Black’s alleys last evening the
Ramblers and Nationals met in the first
of a series of three games to decide the
championship of the first and second ser-
ies of the City Bowling League. 'I'he
Ramblers won by thirty-nine pins after
an interesting and keenly contesied
match. The scores were: Y

Ramblers
Ttl. Ave.
98—289 963}
80—298 99%
96—290 963
102—293 978
95—283 944

471 1453

87
103
98
56
105

479

Covey

Bealteay .......
Coughlan .......1
Riley

T'tl. Ave.
91—295 984
932684 043
87—293 973
93267 89
T6—215 913

McKean
Gilmour
Cosgrove
McDonald
Moore ...

109
94
101
95
108
507 440 1414

Tonight:—Nationals vs. Wanderers.

I. L. AND B. SOCIETY..

A successful smoker and musical en-
: tertainment was held by the members of

i snowfalls have occurred in Ontario and

Rev. Dr. Courtney of New York,

the Irish Literary and Bencvolent So-

STILL HAULING WATER !

The county hospital at East St. Juhn1
continues lo get its entire supply of|
water in barrels delivered by city teams.!
ed all night by a cordon of destroyers | A sufficient supply for ordinary purposes |
and coastguard patrol boats, the port of ! i being secured in this way but the |
New York was today opened by the "county officials are very anxious to have;

NEW YORK PORT
OPENED AGAIN

New York, Feb. 1.—After being seal-

out-going shipping.

the port was that ships could sail at
their own risk.
to clear as usual

| tinuing but, so far, the workmen have

cessation of the flow,

western Quebec.

Ottawa  Valley—Northerly® windss
local snow falls and becoming decidedly
cold. Friday, fair and very cold.

Gales and Colder,

Maritime-—Strong winds and moderale

‘customs authorities to all in-coming and | the pipe 'Iine ;e.rvice r‘cstored ',.n case 0i | gales with snow and sleet; Friday, strong
i emergencies arising. The examination of  winds and gales from northwest and bee
The stand taken by the collector of i the main leading to the hospital is con- coming much colder again,

New England—Cloudy and decidedly

wave, snow tonight, northwest gales.

former Bishop of Nova Scotia, will ciety in their rooms in Union street last
preach in the Cathedral herc on Sunday evening. Following an address by the
evening. He will attend the synod meet- president, Joseph Kennedy, the following
ing in St. John. "programme was carried out: Vocal solos

‘I'his morning’s session of the Farmn- by John Lynch and Andrew Moore;
ers’ and Dairymen’s Association was readings by Edward Henneberry, Steph-
siven over to a discussion on poultry en S, Hurley and John McHugh; step
raising led by J. B. Daggett and Seth dances by John Callaghan and C. Mec-

the standard is below that required by
olher overseas units. The height mus*
not be more than five feet, two inches,

Sergeant O’Rourke was
years in the employ of the Westers
Union Telegraph. A few years ago he
removed to Boston and from there went
to Toronto, where he donned the uni-
form. William and Thomas O'Roprke
of this city are brothers.

‘I'he recruiting headquarters fny e

for several

Junes.
Many local landlords have notified
their tenants of increase in rents. | In-

They were permitted | been unable to locate the reason for the cold tonight and Friday, with severe cold creased taxation for patriotic purpeses Driscoll and B. McGovern acted as ac-

is given as the principal reason.

province are to be in St. John.

Fadden, and a piano solo by James Dris-
coll.  Addresses were also given by J.
Barry and John McAndrews. Messrs:

MORE EVIDENCE.
More evidence is being taken in the
police court this afternoon in the liquor
charge against Herbert Redd

companists,

o el




