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the Black Spruce is preferred to that of the White Pine, for flooririR for which it i«much used
;
but Us great value arises from its furnishing the Spruce Del^s ofcommerce wluch now constitute one of the largest and n,ost vXable etorrofNew Brunswick These Deals are of tha uniform thickness ofTeTin£ notless than twelve foet in length, and nine inches in breadti,. The most I's^^fdunoMsions are nine and eleven inches in width, and lengths of twe ve ?!Srteensixteen, e.gh een and twenty one feet. Spruce Battens are twelve feerS'seN^en inches m width, and two and a-half inches in thicknes The n.anu ac^uSof opruce Deals commenced in Ne.y Brunswick about the yea sTandhcasmco been u.croasing. The erection of Steam Saw xMills witl.in a few years sgi-eaUy increased tins branch of business, and nr.ch enhanced the v.hTeorSpnue
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Representing tl,e strength of Oak by 1 00, that of Spruce will be 86.
" stiflfness of Oak by 100, "

72" " toughness of Oak by 100, «
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The shrinkage is about one seventieth part in becoming perfectly dry The wnnrl

aSTnr"'nr^ """
"'"'I- T^^'^ ^^"=«""^- '' '^ ^^ -^i-"^ en ugh toafford rurpentme as an article of commerce. The wood is filed with bLJasnaps very much in burning.
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From the young branches of the Black Spruce is made the salutarv drinlr

^^^:^^::''''^^ T-'^
which in iL^ voyages is fJu^dln eSadtpreventative oi Scurvy. The twigs aie boiled in water, a certain auanti^Ar nfmolasses or Maple sugar is added, with a little yeast, and the mSre s eft toferment, The Essence of Spruce is obtained by evaporating to the cons stence ofan extract, the water in which the summits of the\young brancherhave beeaboiled. A very small quantity of the Essence, say two ouJces, is sufficient for abarrel of Beer

;
and the labour of making this pleasant drink is therebv ver^much abridged. The fishermen of Newfoundland and the Gulf ofSi Sen ce^drink large quantities of Spruce Beer ; it is considered an admirable correZe oftheir diet, which consists principally of very fat pork, called by them « clear sheer "

;i'he leaves and buds of the Black Spruce are not known to be eateri bv anVliving thmg except the - Spruce Partridge," which picks the buds in theSprln'Iof the year, whence it derives its name, and its bitter flavor.
^ ^

2. White Spruce—Jbies J/ba.
nescnptmi.-Tlns species flourishes in the same countries as the precedimrbut IS not found quite so far north. In returning from Hudson's Bav Mi.bl^S
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Spruce, and '' single" Spru...
pl?asant smell of the foliage, it is sometimes called "cat" Spruce

it IS much less common in New Brunswick.than the Black Spruce: the comoparison IS easily made, as they are readily distinguished, especially the youn^andinsoated stocks. ^Though the leaves of both encompass the branches! they aremarked by several characteristic differences. Those of the White Spruce are
lt3S numerous, longer, more pointed, at a more open angle with the branches andof a pale, bluf^ish green

; the cones are also peculiar, being of a lengthened ovalform, about two mches m one direction, and six or eight lines in the other- thedimensions varv accordinor tn fha vJrrm. r^etha. f-^^ u,.*- *u- e ?_ ._ . ' ..

1 he scales are loose and thm, with entire edges unlike those of the Black Spruce •

the seeds also, are rather smaller, and are ripe a mouth earlier.
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