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have a long time been lost in bur sins; but now the
mercy of the Lord bpgiriileth to find us out again.
Therefore, the grace of Christ helping us, we *db give
ourselves an^ our children to God,- to be His people.
He shall rule us in all our affairs, not only Ip our relig.

ion and affairs of the church, but also in all our works
and affairs in this world. God shall rule over us. The
Lord is our Judge; the Lofdi^our law-giver; the Lord
is our King, He will save us. The wisdom which God

* hath taught us in His book, that shall guide us and
direct us in. the way. O Jehovah ! teach us wisdom to
find out thy wisdom in thy Scriptures. Let the grace
of Christ help us, because Christ is the wisdom of God.
Send thy SpMt into our hearts, and let it teach us.

Lord, take us to be thy people, and let us take thee to
be our God;" *

Nine years after these proceedings a further step was
taken in the (Jirection of puttirg the -praying Indians
on a foQting of equality with their white brethren. A '

church on the congregational model was founded there,
so that the Indians of Natick enjoyed the same civil

and religious privileges as the Puritans of Boston. In
the strict observance of their religious duties the In-
dians were patterns, to niany of their white brethren.
They even complained, not without reason, that white
men did not seem toi)e sufficiently scrupulous in. their
religious ^observances. On the other hand, the white
men expected the Indians to be faultless, and regarded
any error^on their parts as the evidence o(.an ineradi- '

cably perverse^ature. - -
M

The most grievous trial which the praying^.Indians
had To endure, and^theliiost ^sponding period in

Eliot's dealings with them, was during the year of the


