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of wheat in stock. We noticed a severe hailstorm had crossed one

district early in the season, and the wheat injured by it was ^ust being

cut very short and green, and not of much value. It is a rare

occurrence in Canada, and no such thing as a hail insurance oiTice

exists. Plum Creek is a very pretty place on the Souris Biver, and a

large quantity of good land is available for corn-growing ; but here the

speculators have been largely at work, and much of the land is in their

hands, for which they now ask from eight to ten dollars an acre. We
left by train, arriving at Brandon for the night. Friday morning we
went, accompanied by Mr. Daly, M.P., and many of the leading

men in Brandon, to visit a large farm occupied by a Mr. Sandison,

from Scotland, whose land was some of the richest and his management
of it, £rom a mere corn-raising point of view, the most business-like

we have seen in Canada. From his own statement, verified by
others, about seven years ago he began this farm with borrowed
capital. He is to-day undoubtedly a man of very considerable means, say

from seven to ten thousand pounds. The system is one of continuous

cropping, and this year, after six previous com crops, he complains he
grows too much straw, all of which he burns out of his way immediately

after harvest. He has 1,550 acres of Fife wheat (the most favourite

wheat produced in Canada), which he expects will yield from 35 to

40 bushel?, of 60 lbs. the bushel, per acre ; and from the way it came
down the spouts of two threshing machines then at work in the fields,

being at the rate of three bushels every minute each machine, and the

appearance of the crop, all being then in shock, it will probably, at any-

rate, reach the 85 bushels per acre, and most of it of good q\iality, and
no complaint of damage by frost. Of oats he has 550 acres, all after

six years' previous corn crops, and he estimates the yield at from eight

to ten quarters, of 34 lbs. the bushel, per acre. T^e black Tartars are

really a very fine crop. He took an adjoining se< of 640 acres last

year for tluree years, at a rental of half a dolla. ^ ,c acre per annum.
It is all ready for planting with wheat next season, well cleared, and
will only require breaking down with the harrows in the spring of

1891 to produce, after drilling, a fine crop of wheat. The only stock

on the farm is 18 pairs of horses, working sulky ploughs on which the

ploughmen ride; and we noticed twelve binders standing in the

homestead awaiting winter quarters. Wild geese, ducks, and other

game are plentiful on the farm, and produce good sport.

On our homeward journey we called at the Brandon Experimental
Farm, where luncheon was provided for our party. The same system

is carried out here as at Ottawa, and the buildings and management are

on the same commendable principle, and under good painstaking

managers.

In the afternoon we drove over the country on the east side of

Brandon, calling on our way through the city to see a stud of Shire and
thoroughbred horses, imported from England. We thought them only

second rate, and fear the English sellers take quite enough money,
without, at the same time, taking care that the article sold is good.

We had a drive of some ten miles out, taking a circle home ugain

through a great country of land available for emigrants, and a good

deal
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