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rogative unaccountable, after sev'n years warring and
destroying of his best subjects, overcom, and yeilded
prisoner, should think to scape unquestionable, as a
thing divine, in respect of whom so many thousand
Christians destroy'd, should lye unaccounted for, pol-
luting with their slaughterd carcasses all the land
over, and crying for vengeance against the living that
should have righted them' (21. 14ff.). Entertaining
such views of his king, to whom loyalty and obe-
dience would now mean only a base compliance,
Milton was very strongly of opinion that the sword
of justice above the king ought to do its work. Con-
vinced in his own mind of the king's guilt and well
merited punishment, he ranged himself in the most
uncompromising allegiance on the side of Cromwell,
Ireton, and Bradshaw, who had long since resolved
upon the tyrant's death.

III. Purpose.

The main purpose of The Tenure of Kings and Mag-
istrates is therefore very plain. It is a justification of
the thoughts and intents of all those in England who
hated tyranny, and who held it to be simple justice
that a perfidious monarch should, after fair trial, re-
ceive due punishment for high crimes and misdemea-
nors. The long title of this treatise lays down Mil-
ton's thesis 'that it is lawfull to call to account a
Tyrant or wicked King and after due conviction to
depose, and put him to death.' It was not the in-
tention of Milton to disparage monarchy, however,
although he combats the theory of divine right, and
maintains that the original of power is in the people.
He puts the case of the people against a wicked king,
with special reference to Charles I, and gives illus-


