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witli hij^h ijoiilioil cliAt'iictor. His outcry about the rminler of Scotb
bff"(H'4) tliH J-lei'tionM in 1871 was mtTO (letnusju^ufisin, jiii'l ni)t » viv
^xaltwl tyiM* »)1" tluit. iJiit. it, Sffined whmi wh caino to his Lonilon

.

«j>'i oil caivfully wiitleii out. upon his recotit, r/'tiini Vrom KngUinl, iitt»»r

the execution of Rif-l, %v^) wer ' a(>uut to h^ivo from liim a lofrifif

^tandiu'd, wh'n hn ilcdlficd th tt lie was not williat^ to l>niM a p >liti(;nl

plationii oil rlio scatluld of Ijoni:^ Ri'-I. Timfc di'olariitiori liud an lir

boih ut consistency and liopf. But it was too good to lust. I'liw

political iirrii{ups hti^Hn, and it was very soon aj)|>arent to all tlvi

world that, M\\ hlako liml ht'oomw thH ally of Mr. Launor, tlio Roii'^o-

leader of, the Piovincn of Qu'h.*c, to iaiild on a R!(d platfornv with the

wildcat poHsil>le criott of rine and r('veng«>, in our mixed population, Ti

ig tiuo ^Ir. Blake'n task, in his tihw poHition, was a vfvy dilfifiult one;
Und it uniHt lie ailniitto that lie playtul with wond<-'rful skill, t It t^ /•(>/#

of tho " Artful Dodder;" his task V>eing to reconcile two totally ini5(ifi-

rfntent poHiiiotiH, an rt'presented l-y the tHCiliiigs ejchiliitod respccfcivt'ly

ill the Provinces of Ontaiio and Qucliec. His clear Grit allies iu the

House, however, followed hini atruight in the wild grai» for office, act-

hlg as tiiough they had neVer had any principle, with the hon-

ourable exception of iVIf. Mackenzie, who .stood up alone among theiia

ttjid voted ill vindication of his own per.sonal honour ;i,id consistency.

Oorning to th.^ next great question which has divided foi- the list

8 or 10 years, our political |)arties, viz, that known as the N.itioiial

Policy, we tinil, here again, that Mi. Pilake's political character will not

bt;ai' investigation For the fust eight years, nothing could exceed tho

vigour of the denunciations of hiio and an<l his alios of tlie protective

y>'incipie lnv(iive<l in the tiscul policy of the Government of Sir John
Macdonald. It wt'.s declared to he retrograde, outrageous and coriupb

fa) some of it' incidents ; and disastrous vn its coiiHequenccs iu relation

Tip the jnosp^ritv of (^anvvhi. But now, when it comes to be seen how
^Iroiii'lv tlii.s po|icv has fasit'iied it«elf upon the sense of the country we
Iiave again the spectacle of .Vir. Blake wheeling roinid, and dnidaring

Ijjat his success at the polls wouM not imply the reversal ot the

National Policy ; and we liave already soc-n Urit •iM?,tectiom3t manu-

facturers at Brockville and elsewhere, declaring to him in ad<h'esses

f^iat they are satisfied with his definitions of policy. Are not these

men touchingly confidint and easily satisfied ?

A change of this kind, and in such onreumstances, is simply an

ofier to barter principles for power, and it is a sign by which the most

Vijlgnr of demagogues and factionists are known. It is something

'!fhich is quite different from a disinterested change of opinion, a)i,<i the

moral courage which leads to its confession. But it i^ a phase of

flflbaracter which is totally inconsistent with any high type, or indeed,

aay type of political morality ; and it is a very curious conimentary on

^e blatant claim to possession on ^the par of Mr. Edward Blako, of

Kiperior political morality to that of his fellows, and liis claim to the

'•'white flower of a blamelesB life."

The eie<itor8 who are so partizan, or so blind, as to be deceived by

Iha'; cry, cannot be said to be men from, whom much could l>e ojtpected

i,4 relation to the political develoi)ment of the country ; and any succes.n

Viixich might attend its U3C at the polls would not augur well for the*

ftXure of Canada.


