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EurcpCf and particularly that of their df;ir

Country, his Imperial M.ijclty ilid not doubt

but every State oF the Empire would readily

acknowledge, that on the preferving intire and

indivifiblc this Power, depended not only the

Security ot Europe in general, but ulfo the

Welfare and Safety of the Empire in particu-

lar. His Imperial Majefty fays farther, "that

it was not with any View to aggrandize his

Archducal Houfe, that he communicated this

Decree, but merely to preferve to his Heirs

and Defcendants, of both Sexes, his Domini-
ons and hereditary Countries undivided, and
that he expefted this would meet with the lefs

Oppofition, becaufe this Order o{ SuccefTion

was founded upon folemn A6ls and Settlements

in the illuftrious Houfe of Jujiria, already ap-

proved by the Empire, and guaranty'd by
the chief Powers abroad, and by moft of the

principal Potentates in the Empire.'* His
mperial Majefty concludes with obferving, ''that

this Guaranty, inftead of expofing the Em-
pire to any Inconvenience by engaging in its

Defence, would prove the only mean^i of pre-

venting thofe Difturbances that muft other-

wife naturally arife in relation to that Suc-

cefTion, and in which they would be obliged

to take part whether they would or not."

I am very forry that I am obliged to make fo

tedious a Recital to you, of a Thing with which
you muft be fo well acquainted ; but there pre-

vails of late fo ftrange a Humour of forgetting

what ought to be beft remembered, denying

Fafts notorioufly known, and mifreprefenting

whatever makes againft People, that I am oblig'd

to be more explicit than I otherwife would. I

cannot help obferving to you, that this Decree

fhews
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