
i
i

HiB UK « fl\«1 K'!i VOY.\(.K lO '1 KliC».l(A

ofmy conduct. To lose one's life or fortune, I consickr but littlo; not m ofmy honour.whicli

would be lurfcit, were I to aet otherwise ; or else the circumstance would bervc to inunor*

talize the want offaith of Spaniards, in shewing that u general of an army, witu all the prin.

r.ipiil men til' your nation, were devoid thereof, aa you are in the f.nr road todemonstraie."

Upon this, they all answered :
" Mons. de Chakte, you do us an injury in entertaining no

bad an opinion of our faith ; do not for an instant imagine, unless it be by voluntary con<

sent of yourself aiid your (Hople to accompany us to tiu glorious battle of Larache, where

every goo(1 christian ought to Ik- present to oppose the inlidcls, that the nnir(|uis would

on any account oblige you, nor even break his treaty with you ; and if he should Ijc so

disposed, our honour is so preciouii to us, we would rather forfeit our lives, than sufl'er

him to do so." After Uiis they immediately waited on the marcpiis, to whom they repeat-

ed the observations made by the commander, on his want of faith in taking him to Lis.

bon, after promising him shipping from Tereera to return to France. They represented

to him, that if such were his intentions, the commander would have cause to complain;

and that he would compromise not only his own reputation, but that of the whole Spa-

nish nation. They besought him to keep his faith and promise, and ship die French from
the island, before the Spaniards bailed : which the marquis agreed to do, upon condi-

tion that the commander should leave Ic Sieur d'Anguaraques, the Muitrc dc Camp,
with four captains and their companies ; not being able to embark the whole for want of

vessels. The commander, upon learning this, repaired to the marquis, and told him,
that in the capitulation no mention of hostages was made ; that such conduct was a re-

traction of promise ; and that, if he by force or authority should be constrained to

abide by those conditions, it shoukl be himself who would remain .m an hostage, and
make good his retreat, running his cliance. The marquis answered :

*' Mons. de Chaste,

leave me the hosbtges I have required ; I esteem you too much to consent to your ruin,

as I should do, if, remaining as an hosta^, you were to answer for the disorder which
your soldiers might be guilty of, on passmg through the territories of the king of Spain

my master, from bad conduct : you must embark to-morrow with your people, in three

Biscayan vessels, each of four hundred tons, and a bark for your sick ana wounded

;

these shall be at your disposal, with provisions and people to conduct you to the French
shores in the neighbourhood of Fonterabia ; and as soon as I hear ofthe treatment which
the said Discayans may have received, and of tlwir arrival in port, I will not fail to ship

the remainder of your people, which, however, I shall take to Lisbon : this is all I can do
for you ; and on which I am resolved." •' Very well, said the commander, the strongest,

as you do, make the law, sir." When taking leave, he assured him of sailing with his

people.

The next clay, which wai Saturday, 14th August, they went aboard in such con-

fusion, that the vessels were full of French soldiers or sailors, and a great number
were concealed belonging to the companies which remained as hostages, being appre-

hensive that this would be their last chiuice, which was the cause of a greater part

dying of hunger and thirst, or the bloody flux, at sea, as we were two months on the

voyage, which we reckoned upon eflecting in a fortnight, if the wind had been favoura-

ble ; but being contrary, and the vessels bad, we were in danger of foundering on
Tuesday the seventeenth of the same month, and the men were consequently so much
affected, that several dead were thrown into the sea, the remainder beiiig very ill of

tl e bloody flux, the consecjuence ofthe disti-ess they had to combat with in the mountain

of Tereera, before the capitulation, and on board continuing to live so wretchedly,

thai they had nothing to drink but a small sour wine, slinking water, broken bis-

cuit made foui years before at Milan, hard as a s^one, and half worm-eaten, and some
spoilt salt fish ; so that the best entcrtaiiinieut the poor fellows who wer^ sick and
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