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Note 46, p. 133.

I-noking upon tlie eladers of Ovcciiland as canals of exudation, for the mo«t part at riglik

anjrles to the general axis of the Interior lee, we have a system of discharge, both on thi>

east and west coasts, coincident In direction with the fiords, which themselves bear a fixed

relation to the coast-line. Tills coast-line, however, having now been traced to its northern

face, analogy would sustain the view of the central mer de glace finding its exit Into an
unknown Polar space.

I have spoken of Humboldt Glacier as conni'ctfng the two continents of America and
Greenland. The expression requires explanation :

—

AM of Arctic A.nerica north of Dolphin and Union Straits is broken up Into large Insular

masses, and may be considered as a vast archipelago. While, therefore, a liberal definition

would assign these land-matises to the American continent, Orinnell Land cannot strictly

be regarded as part of the continent of America. Washington Land seems, in physical

characters and position, to be a sort of middle ground, which, according to the diflferent

views of geographers, may be assigned indifferently to either of the two great divisions.

FYom the American lund-mnsses it is separated by a cliannel of but thirty-five miles in

width; and, at this point, Greenland, losing Its peninsular character, partakes In general

character with the land-masses of the West. A water-channel not wider than Lancaster

Sound or Murchlson's, which have heretofore not been regarded aa breaking a geogra-

phical continuity, is all that intervenes.

Note 46, p. 136.

Extract from lifport of I. /. Haya, M.D., Surgeon to Expedition.

"You were carried to the brig nearly Insensible by the more able men of the party,

and so swollen from scurvy as to be hardly recognisable. I believe that a few hours*

more exposure would have terminated your life, and at the time regarded yonr ultimate

recovery as nearly hopeless."

Note 47, p. 143.

This term Is applied to the clrcidar hole which the fetid seal (P. hixpidn) ronstrncts

in the younger tioi s, and through which it finds access to the air and sun I he term

atluk is applied also to the seal itself ^vhen killed beside its retreat I find I have sometiincs

written the word as attuk. He w'lo has attempted the orthograjiliy of an unwrittfii

language will eiFCUse the varii 'd^n.

Note 48, p. 173.

The dovekle {Uria grylle) not nnf."eqnently winters among the open Ice to th^ south-

ward. T killed a specimen in full winter plumage, in the middle pack of Buitin's liay, lata

in February.

Note 49, p. 178.

The Imniediate sppoarancc of drifting Ice under the Influence o: .Inds Is w>'ll known to

Arctic navigators; and this entire absence of it' during a continued irale from Ihi- north

seems to Indicate either a f.»r-cxtended op<ii water, or Ice so solid and unbroken as to l)e

incapable of niotiotk

Noti! 50, p. 181.

The frequency with which the seal—both the hispid and bearded species—occurred In the

open channel may ex|)l:iin why it is so favourite ii resort of the white bear. No ie».s tlian

five of tliese animals were counted, and two were killed. They seemed, however, generally

to seek the Inland ravines which were the breeding-grounds of fowL No marine life was

repoited, unless a small fish - probably a c(.ttus- which was causht by the kittlwake gull;

yet from the iwnes of cetaceans frund on the beach, I do not 'l^ubt but that bolh the sea-

unicorn (Monodon nwnoccros) and white whale fieqiient the r>i««)i)ei.


