
3. The establishini; a constitutional Treasury, for the collection, keeping, and disbursing of thi«

Government's money sepanile and distinct from all corporatp (ir private iitterests.

All these arc Kxeculivf measures, but lliR Uvo last, whilst iliey arecif deep import to the whoK .

American peopio, eflt-ct us most in our internal and dojiifstir; n-lalions, and on which we have In ;*

gislated and aclwl until they have l)ecoiue essttitially parli/.iu. Mdt s) with the first; it addresses
*

itself more to our relations with Kiiropeaii (juvcnitnonls. and rspecially with great Britain

This is the only issue presented hy this Administration to tlie country, li finds its immediate ani:

unavoidable application to the Orejron (juestion, or ••'Aw. cDiinlry westward of the Stony or R'lck}

Mountains." On this subject the President recommends : 1. 'I'he givinjj of the notice now under '|

consideration. 2. The extension of our laws and jurisiliction over the country. 3. The establish

raent of agencies and in'.ercourse with iht- Indians. A. A cordon of posts, with sullicient military •

force to protect our (.migration there. And o. Tlie establisliinij mail facilities luiween that couti- i

try and the Stales. |

These recommendations, like the principle that includes tliem, I admit, have not assumed parti

zan casts, but they are not less the measures of the Adiniuislration than those of the Tariff' and

the Cotsiilutional Treasury; nor are they the less iiiiportan*, in my judirment, and I can most

cordially give to the Adraiuistratiou my sincere support in ail its recommendations. Even further,

if it should be thought necessary, I ain willing to grant pro emption to settlers on the soil west of

the Stony or Rocky Mountains. I use this latter expression, Mr. Ch.airman, because it is the lan-

guage of the treaty, and is most consonant with the principle of the Executive in regard to coloni-

zation and dominion by a foreign power on this continent; and because i believe, sir, that no good

reason can he assigned for limiting our title to 54^^ 40'.

I do not intend to enter into an oxaraiiiation of title, but avail myself of tiie declaration that it is

" sustained by irrefragublefads and urgwncnt.and is clear and niKjucslioniible,'' not only to 54° 40', '

but beyond. I concur with the gcnlleinan from Illinois, (Mr. Doculass,) that our treaty with

Rudsia is like that with England, for fisliing, hunting, and settllement by her people, not by the

Government; but of one thing I am not mistaken, that by the express terms ol" the treaty, Russia -

was.<;onfined to the ''coast and the adjacent islands,'' and has not occupied or claimed beyond this.

Leaving to Russia, then, her treaty, with her possessions, (which I would not interrupt,) there re-
'

mains between the Rocky Mountains, north of 54^^ 40', ati area of more than 500,000 square

miles, which is included in our acpiisition from Spain, and in our conventions with England, to

which our title, as I believe, is as g )od as that portion of the country which lies between 495-^ and

540 40', And if any adjustment shall be made, by which tho exclusive right of Great Britain

shall be acknowledged 10 any part of this country, even north of 5P 40', in less than a quarter of

a century, it will bs matter of astonishment to American statesimen and the American people that,

with the avowal of the I'lxeoutive, and the evidence of title wliieli exist, Great Britain should

have been permitted to colonire or aeqnire domain in any pnrt of this territory. I therelbre go for

giving this notice, iu the Ian ruage of the treaty, for '• ihe cjunlry westward of the Stony or

Rocky Mountains," and raaintaiuing our right to the whole, and nothing less than the whole, as

agalfist Great Britain. •
.

But it is urged by tho-se opposed to the notice, that if it should pass in tlie unqualilied form re-

ported by the committee, it is equivalent to declaration of war, and that it should be amended so

as to leave the subject discretionary with the Preswlent.

I would -not put it iu the power of ihe Executive to do that indirectly which the Constitution

ithibits directly, to declare war, or to do any act not clearly conferred by the Constitution, which

wotJt*ineces.sarily lead to war. Neither would least the responsibility on the Executive when the

fiubjecidoes not belong to him, but let Congress, where the matter properly belongs, decide and act

upoii it, tnd leave the President to carry out their legislation. To the proposed amendment I am
opposed, aid if it prevails I will vote against the notice.

But, Mr. v^hairman, I do not believe there is any war in this subject. I admit that the issue of

war or of peacQ is with Great Britain. If she desires war with us, she will act want a pretext

;
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