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priotors of tlu' torritoriis wliicli ha«l been
(^'rar.ti'il tluMii. liuldiiij^ tlic lands "in fft'

and ronniioii socam'. and not /// cd/^ili', nr

l)y knij^dit's service;" and tlu-y win' cin-

powi'R'd to make laws and re^jjnlations

for tlie j,'ovennnent of tluir possessions,

wliieli may "l)e reasonai>lc, and not con-

trary or repiif,Miant, but as near as ma\
be apreeable, to tlie laws, statutes, and
customs." of l'".n;,;land. The wliole trade,

tisliery, nnvij^ation, niinends, v'tc, of tl.e

countries under their control was j.jrante i

to the company exclusively, all others of

the Kinjj's subjects beinj; forbidden ti)

Majesty's plantations or colonies, in

Amrrica, called Rupert's land."

Thui; it will be seen that the llud.son's

Hay Company possessed by its charter

almost sovereijjn powers over the

portion of America <lraiiied by rivers

ilowiny into Ihidson's Hay. This j^reat

com|);iny tfradually extended its sway
until trading posts and forts were estab-

lislK'd on the shores of the Tacitu' itself.

With the ad\ent of the llndson's 15ay

rOnipanv the history of British Colum-
l)ia really commences. The early history

of ( "anada on the I'acific is, in fact, but
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"visit, haunt, fre(|uent. trade, traffic, or

adventure." therein, under heavv penal-

ties, and the company was, moreover,
empowered "to send ships, and to build

fortifications, for tlie defence of its pos-

sessions," as well as to make war or

peace with all nations or people, not

Christian, inhabitating those territories,

which arc declared to be thenceforth

"reckoned and rejnitcd as one of His

the storv of the occupation of this west-
ern Innd by that company.
As early as 184J Chief Factor Janus

Doujvlas Tafterwiirds Sir James), had re-

Cf)nuuended the Indian viilam rf Camo-
sun Cnow X'ictoria) as a very proper site

for a tradinjj^ station and fori. The sit-

uation, to quote his own words, is not
faultless or so completely suited for a

place of settlement as it mifjht be: but.


