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iiatidiis t(( ciinaKt' in a i'anii)!iif!;ii along their nmtiiai lionlcr

to the soutli. and slill respect the neutraht>- and territorial

integrity of this particular part of Heljiiuni.

i'or thf>e reasons Xaniur is very strongly fortified and
garrisoned. The tortitications consist of a line of stronjily

ciitrenche'.l nositioiis smne It in niiinlier lying in a circle about
12 miles ui diameter surroundin}i: the old town. Ivich position

is on an elevated ])oint and is garris(ine(l by about l.oOO men,
mostly infantry, heavy artilh-ry and engineers defendeil,

in other words, by the comparatively innnobile section of the

garrison. In reserve, in the town itself, reaily to jiroceed to

iintl su|)pi)rt any one of the |)ositions which shot)Ul( tiaDiien"" •-.[i---. . "... -..< • >•> |,. II- ••

to be particularly in need of strengthening, is the more mobile
division of the g;irrison, consisting of five reginM'nts of cavalry,

' " Irength of !.()()() men. and eight batterieseach of a full wai

of horse artillerv.
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The >urrounding country is very hroken an(

cut up with ditches, stone walls, hedges, dikes.

have also deliberately left each petition semi-i-

no good straight road from it to the town or to the other

positions, ''dius in case one of them shouhl be taken by ,an

attacking force, the way would not lie wide open for them
to advance at once into the town without hindrance, oi to

easily attack the other positions in ilank or rear.

.\t the time I speak of, while the tension was at its highest,

the garrison was of course being put through every s])ecies of

training. ( )ne morning orders were received by tiie First

I.ancei's to proceed at once to one of the outlying redoubts.

It was al)()Ut six miles away as the crow flies, and al)out ten

miles by t!ie narrow winding road. I was inounte(l by one of

the officers, and going with them was astoni>hed to see the

head of the column leave the road after having gone about
two miles, and cut .straight across coinitry at a gallop.

Mounted on a big bay Irish hunter, the Colonel, without

pau.se or detour, and riding at a good hunting galloj), headed
straight for the redoubt and his men followed, trying as best

they could to keep .some semblance of their original fornuition

of colinmi of fours (")). I'p and down hill they went, over

dit'.'iies. stone walls, and lied.<£es, Tliev re.'H'he<| their destin.a-

(.").) This operation had no doubt been frctiuciitly iiracliscd by tin- HeRt.

No. jumps here.


