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.}. The only unportaiit fliUcrc.u c between these two defi-

nitions is that the statistical definition excludes, as tho

popular definition does not, ( itizens of British North

America, Cuba and Mexico. As the natives of Canada

and Mexico living in the United States in 1900 were 14.2

per cent, cif the natives of all other foreign (ountries, it

seems likely that the figures of immigration for the year

1905-06 should be increased about 14.2 per cent, in order

to get an approximate estimate of llie tol.il innnigration

into the country during the year just entled.

5. Pe.haps the most important difference between the

poijular or theore'ical and the statistical definition of im-

migrant is that the former is tnichanging and tlie latter has

been modified several times by changes of law or by niodi-

fic.uions of administrative interpretation.

6. Until January i, i<)of>, an alien arrival was counted

as an immigrant e.ich time he entered the country, but

since that date an alien who has acquired a residence in

the United States and is returning from a visit abroad is

not classed as an innnigrant. This administrative change

has brought the :>iatistical and the popular meanings of im-

migrant into closer agreement, but in so doing has reduced

the apparent number of immigrant . more than ten percent,

and has made it difficult to compare ilie earlier and tlie

later statistics.

7. Until J.muary i, 1903, an alien arriving in ihe first

or second cabin was not classed as an immigrant, but

rather under the head of other alien passengers. This

change likewise brought the two meanings of immigrant

into closer agreement, but also ma<k it difficult to

compare the figures before and after that date, I?y a

mere change of administrative definition the reported num-

ber of immigrants was increased nearly twelve per ( ent.


