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The Canadlan Northern Rallway now
'atends 34U mlies from  Portage ia
iralrie In a northwesterly dlreculun,

tunning through the Dauphin and
sSuan river sections of Manitoba into
the  Northwest Perritories. Con-

struction work Is still being pu.hed
ahead. A large portea of alanlioua
13 open prajric land, but this section

1S quite dftterent. it i3 roliing
country, covered with scrub  and
sroves of poplar, spruce, jack Dpine,

amarac, eic., separated by putches
ol open pralrie. This appears to have
been heavlly wooded at one time, but
torest tires have swept large tracts
and the new growth which has
Aprung up 18 as yet very small.  In
many places the land Is low and even
swampy, aitording abundance of geaz-
g and  hay  land, sujtable  for
stock ralsing, but other sectlons, not-
ably arouny Dauphin, the Glibert
Plains and the Swan river valley are
guod graln scctlons.  Since the build-
ing of the raflroad a large immigra-
tion has set in and everything polnts
to this being one of the best farming
sections of Manitoba. While wheat
raising alone may be carrfed on suc-
cesstully In some localitles still mixed
farming will be the rule. The rall-
road skirts the Ridlng, Duck and Por-
cupine mountalns, on which are large
ttmber Hmits and the amount of
dressed lumber manufactured .annual-
Iy I8 very. large. In the lmmedlate
viclnity of Dauphin alone there aure
some slve saw mills In opueration, while
several others are to be secen along
the Wne fufther north. The Canadlan
€ Northern Railway have running rights
I} over the Canadian Pacific Ratlway's
I8 northwestern branch from Portage In
Prairie to Gladstone, at which point
thelr road comsmences.

Plumasy 18 the first town on the Can-
adlan Northern Raflway zorth  of
Gladstone. Mixed farming Is the rule
in the surrounding country and as
the land ts now well settled a large
amount of grain s raised each year,
as 1: shown by the two clevators and
w0 graln warchouses at the station.
The wheat yleld this year Is estimat-
od at from 1G 20 33 hushels per acre,
averaging probably about 1S bushels.
There 18 an abundasnce of good pas-
turage and hay lands and the numer-
ous bluffs serve as n shelter to the
cattle {in winter, making it necessary
to house only the young and weaker
¥ animals, and for these reasaons stock
ratsing §s o protitable business.
Plumas has three general stores owns
@ ~d by A. E. Chandler, McRae & Wil-
B Nams and W.D. Lamb,the hardware ot
willlams Bros.; butcher shop, James
f Legiatt & Co.; harness shop, A. Ma-
dit; furniture and lumber, Munro &
§ shirray, five Implement warchouses,
watchmaker, and a drug storg. The
business changes for the ycar ared
l R. G. Wellwaed_has sold his harness
business to A. Madil, and F. W,
Viekers, watchmaKer, has opened a
wop. This town was started tfour
years ago with the adveat of the rall-
E way. and ‘each year has added a lit-
tle to {ts size, the present year having
f scen the erectlon of several dwellings.
E  Giencalrn, McCreary and  Laurler
are small villages contalning one or
two stores ¢ach and 3 few dwelling
B houses. A. Shaw suppiles the groc-
f erles, dry goods, etc.. at Glencalrn and
kW, f.odoux at McCreary. John Bur-
goyne is erecting o store at. McCreary
and will open up*a stock of hardware.
A grain warehouse has also'been bullt
at this station this year.

Makinak, the next town, t8 20 miles
from Dauphin. All the business plnces,
with one exception, and the majority
of the other bulldings, arc on the main
street facing the rallway. These bufld-
fags ave cloge together and present &
neat and Dbusiness-like appearance
fram the statlon. A sawmill sltuated
about lwelme mites back shinped from
thts polnt last spring about 2 000
feet of dressed lumber, besldes supply-
Riac o local market. There has been
quli- 2 change in the business com-
mu- oy during ihe last yem  Camp
Wil ¢ Co. have acquired the seneral
tor business of J. G..Lockhart, A. T
L ‘IacDonald has opcned a_ general
tore this fall, crecting a new bullding
or 1ne purpoge, Moax ‘Trudel started
i and confectionery business, and
. ‘rmstrong  bought the grocery
Bkiock of Geo. Johnson. In addition to
f2hes:  busincsses .A. Douglas: has a -
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hardware store and lumber yard, and
C. L. Vickery, a flour and feed store,
‘There i3 & large French settiement
near here, of which Ste. Rose du Lae,
ten ables to the aortheast, is the cene
tre.  Two cheese factories do a very
good business.

Ochite River, the next station, 18 a
small village. I3, J. Ollver has a gen-
eral store at this point.

Dauphin, the neat stopping pluce, s
tho mwost fmportant business centre
touched by the Canadian Northern
raflway  Although It 18 only four years
old this fall, It has a population of

about 1,200 and has many good stores

success financially, and {t cortainly
will be ot great benefit to all the Dau-
phin district, and especinlly so to the
men engaged on rallway construction
and in the lumber camps.

As a grain and cattle centre Dau-
phin {8, well known. It has four graln
elevators and a tlour miil of 125 bur-
rels dally capacity. The yield this
year wil average about 15 bushels to
the acre.  Among the manufac.uring
establishnients here are a planing mill
owned by Shaw ros., & machine
shop, pump factory and the flour mill
already mentlonred. The Canadian
Northern Rattway have thefr shops
located across the river, where the re-
palring of the rolling stock, etc., I8
attended to.

The merchants of this polnt are now
established on a firm basis and seem
to be so well satisfled with thelr pros-
pects that we have only two changes
to note In the past year: I, Dur-
ham_ bought the butcher buslness of
A. Bennett, and Geo. Johnson hes

Laurlor, Man, on Canadian Northern Rallway..

and manufacturing establishments. It
Is true that previous to -the construce
tlon of the rallway, & small town
known as Dauphin, ¢r Lake Dauphin,
had been In existence for some time
about a mile north of the present site,
but fts growth wasg stow and in 1804
its population amounted only to about
250 all told. As soon as it was known
where the statlon was to be placed the
old town was moved to the present
site. Dauphin Is situated on the banks
of the Venmillion river, within sight ot
the Riding Mountalns to the south,
which add greatly to the beauty of
the landscape. On the outskirts of the
towvn there Is a fine grove of large
treex, almoest surrounded by the river,
making © park of about 30 acres A
ridge of carthyrunning through part of
this park Is sald to Le the remains of
an old beaver dam. As Dauphin s the
centre of o very inrge tract of country
which s now being opened up, it en-
joys a large trade and is growing very
rapidly, there having been.nearly $7a,
0G0 worth of bullding done this year.
The most lmportant of these bulidings
are the brick vencer blocks being
erected by ‘Theo. A . Burrows and J.
Clark: The Burrows block will be oc-
cupied hy the branch office of the
Bank of Ottawa, n drug store and
Ramsay & Philllp, general merchants,
the Iatter cspecially ecuring large and
convienjently Inid out premises. The
upper story of the Clark ‘block is fitted
up as a-concert hall with a seating cap-

dcity for S00 people. The drainage of .

prairic towns will ever be a matter of
greal jmportance and, Dauphin has
peen no exception to the rule, but sew-
ers are now being lald along the malp
street, Mckenzie, Burrows and Vassar
avenues which, it 18 hoped, will im-
prove- the .saultary -condition of the
town. The town is well supplied with
sldewalks anl has broad, 'clean and
well graded streets. The rate of tax-
atfon Is 22 mills, which is a low rate
Wwhen it ts taken (nto consldcration
that all works, such as grading the
streets, sidewalk construction, ete., is
taken out of the taxes instead of be-
ing -ralsed by debentures. Ia the
wmatter of pudblic bulldings. there are
here four churches, a public  school
contalning four class rooms, and a
general “hospital, ‘the Jlatter having
been opencd.on the 1dth of September
iast. The need of a hospital at this
point hasg been left for some time, but
an account ‘of the prevaleace of “fever
here this fall, in common with other
parts of Manitoba, it was found nce-
casary to Open one at once and tem-
porary quarters were secured Jn
dwelling house.  Application is to be
made ‘for ‘incorporation and a sult-
able bullding will be erected next year
to hold -about (25 cots. “The directors
and others Interested in the hospital
feel satisfled that’it wiil . prove .2

:aken over a grocery and bakery bus-
ness.

At the present time the Canadlan
Northern Railway has three lines
running out of Dauphin, namely the
extension of the main line into the
Swan rlver country, the Winnipegosis
branch and the Gilbert Plalns branch.

Continuing along the main lHne
northward  from Dauphin the
first town reached Is Valley River,
containing two gencral stores. At
Stfton Junctlon, 1S mileg from Dau-
phin, the Winnipegosis branch leaves
the main lne. ‘This branch is only
21 miles in leagth and has but one
town, Winnipegosis, shich s the
terminus, This town Is butllt on the
shores of Lake Winnipegosis and fs
supported almost entirely by the fish
and lumber business conducted along
the lake. P. McArthur has a sawe-
mill here, thc timber being secured
from polnts along tae lake shore.
Years ago there were large areas of
timber throughout this region, but
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cold storige plants at Winnipegosts,
but In the winter several other com-
panies have representatives on the
ground aund competition becomes a lMt-
tle keener. Qulte a thriving farming
community s  gpringing up in the
neighborhood as the fishing and jum-
bering give the man wih a small cap-
ital an opportunity of carnlng some
cash during the winter months, thus
helping him greatly tn his farming ope
erations. E. llarunan, Thos, H. Whale
and the Hudsons Bay Co. have gen-
eral stores here,

Roturaing to the main lne, and
continuing  on  northward the next
town reached is ISthetbert, 15 miles
aorth of Sifton Junction. This s a
very compact ard neat looking village
containing three gencral stores, kept
by Herman Raglin, John McLean and

. Bear. G. C. Bear had a new
store bullt this year and John McLean
has enlarged his premilses by an aad-
ditionel store adjouining his old stand,
thus giving htm  very commodious
auarters. There is a Galiclan settle-
ment In this neighborhood in addltion
to a fair sized English speaking com-
munity,

Flfty-elght mites further on Mint-
donas Is reached. Between these two
towns the country is very thinly sete
tied, but two or three sawmills are to
bo scen, the largest being at Garland,
nine miles past Ithelbert, where a
Leavy stock of dressed lumber s plled
up awalting shipment.

Minitonas has two general stores
ownced by Fred J. Rice and J. Po-
cock and a hardware kept by J. Foer-
ster. The town Is only a year old
but it shows Indications of becoming
a good business point. A Presbyterian

and a Methodist church are now
being  erected. From this sta-
tion the Porcupine Mountains,

about fifteen mlles to the north, show
up very consplcuousty.

Swan River, the next place reached,
is the most !mportant town north of
Dauphin. 1t is just one year old this
fall and its substantial appearance’
and size would surprise anyone une-
famillar with the capid development
of which the west ix capable. It has
a population of about 4UU, with four
general and two hardware
stores, two Curniture stocks, one Loot
and shoe store, two harness shops, two
drug gtores, fruit and confectionery,
flour and feed, butcher shop, photo-
graph gallery and a weelly newspaper
“The Star,” Before the ratlroad was
bullt last year, & small vl lage, known
as “The Tents™ had been ocated be-
tween Swan  River and Minltonas,
about two miles from the l.tter place.
This town contained a pop-ulation of
about 200 who Ihed and ransacted
business fn tents or small shanties.
When the road was built the town was
broken up, some of the people going to
Minitonas but the maljority 10 Swan
River. The sfte of Swan River is a
very fortunate one, bullt among the
trees near the banks of thg swift flow-
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largely through carelessness fires
have been started. which have com-
completely devastated many parts of
the district so that now marketable
timber can only be found. in scattered
groves. There is, however, a large
tract of country to go over and un-
less what Is now standing should be
destroyed by fire there will be sufil-

clent to support a good Ilumbering
business for many years. Since the
construction of the rallway to this

town the filshing Industry has grown
to large ‘proportions and there are
now five steamers -employed on_ the
Iake In this connectlon. On  Lake
Manitoba the fish business i. targely
controlled by two or three companies,
who supply the boats and outfits and
hire the fishermen, but at this point
it is  carried on_ -under the
domestic  lcense, the fishermen
working Independently, selling their
catches to companies who have buyers
on the market. Durlng. the summer
moaths the business is almost entlirely
handled by two companies who have

ing Swan river, aimost in the heart of
the valley, its location is at once beau-
tiful, healthful and convenient. This
summer Geo. Siidons, saddler, cerected
new premiscs, Thos. Fioggatt built a
large temperance hotel, and Fleld &
Cc. have started a general store. A
Presbyterfan church and a Mcethodist
church have also been built.

As soon as it became known that o
rallway would be built Into the Swan
river country a large number of farm-
era  hegan to come lu and take up
homusteads, and there are now about
2500 settlers in this valley and most
of whom have located during the Iast
two years. In addition to this there is
a scttlement of about 1,000 Doukho-
bors twenty miles to the west. This
section 8 admirably adapted to mixed
farming, having a rich soll, an abund-
ant supply of good water and large
areas of forests or scrub land, together
with good timber ranges. The follow-
ing account by T. A. Burrows, M. P.
P., Dauphin, as published by the Swan



