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there is one manufacturing industry more
than an other for the successful establish-
ment and working of which Manitoba of-
fers a profitablo and inviting field, it is

in connection with this very industry, yet

it seemns necessary that heavy bonuses
must be given to induce men to attempt
such enterprises. If milliug cannot be
carried on profitably in this country with-
out bonusing such undertakings then mill-
ing had better be left alone, just
the same as any other industry had
better be left alone which cannot be
made to work profitably on sound busi-
ness principles. All lines of manufac-
tures are subject to years of depression,
and unfortunately tlour milling has suf
fered in this respect during the past year.
That flour willing cannot be made to pay
in this province it is hardly necessary to
use argument to prove, nor is it within
the purpose of the present article to show
whether the same be or be not a safe busi-
ness for investment. Reference was merely
made to this industry owing to the indis-
criminate manner in which bonuses have
been thrown about auvd offered for the
establishment of mills.

The purpose of this article is to ruise
another note of warning in regard to the
propensity still manifested by many Mani-
toba municipalities for getting into debt,
and was conceived from noticing the an-
nouncement that the little corporation of
Rapid City will shortly vote on two bor.as
by-laws, one for $3,000 == ciie other for
$10,000. Radid City is one of the towns
which was preverted from getting over
head in debt during the time of inflation,
owing to ci;cumstzinces over which its
citizens had no control. It might have
been expected thab having thus luckily
escaped the consequences of the “boom
period in this respect, the people of that
place would go somewhat slower, now
that there is some prospect of their town
getting connection with the railway sys-
tem of the province. Butit appears that
such is not the case. INo sc suer is there
a prospect of getting a railway than the
clamor for expenditure has commenced.

In the old time of inflation there was
same little excuse for the recklessness de-
veloped. Business was beisk, profits were
heavy, improvements were going on ali
over the country and the population was
rapidly increasing. People were carried
away with these mauifestations of.ad-
veucement, und every little hamlet in the
country was looked upon as a large city

in embryo, Consequently civic debts
were contracted, which, though known to
be Iarge for the present sizo of corpora-
tion, were thought to be light when the
estimated growth of the town was calcu-
lated upon. But the population which
was to come in to pay ol the indebted-
ness did not arrive, as many have found to
their sorrow, und the consequences have
proved scrious to several towns which
might otherwise have made fair and solid
progress. But every hamlet cannot be-
come a great city and the disastrous ex-
amples of loading aown wunicipalities
with debenture indebtedness have been
almost suflicient Lo fully eahibit the folly
of discounting the future in this respect.
Besides, even uuder the most promising
prospects, it will always be found that as
a town advances, new causes for expendi.
ture will be continually arising, and gen-
erally more pressing requirements than
those for which the existing debt may
have Leen contracted. Therefore it is al-
ways advisable to keep the debt of a
wunicipal corporation within the present
ability of the people to meet the same,
without inordinate taxation, and by so
doing the corporation will bein & position
to help itself when pressing occasion may
arise for expenditure.

Large municipal debts have frequently
been contracted with the expectation of
bringing about more rapid development of
the respective towns and the consequent
enhancement in valve of personal proper-
ty. Indeed, this matter of personal prop-
erty has generally been at the bottom of
the majority of the debenture by-laws
passed in Manitoba. Scheming real es-
tate owners, who cared little for the gen-
uine prosperity of the town, have fre-
quently manipulated these bonus and
debenture schemes, with the expec.
tation of selling off their real
property at a good figure while the ex-
citement consequent upon the establish.
ment of some new industry or improve-
ment wes at its height, Wire heavy
indebtedness is incurred through a desire
to more rapidly develop a town and secure
its permanent advancement, a little fore-
thought will show the fallacy of sucha
course. Manufacturers will not be likely
to locate in a town burdened with a
very heavy rate of taxation, and capital
ists certainly will not invest their means
in Luildings and improvement where the
rate of taxation is exorbitait. Thus in-
stead of a town having its prospects im-

proved its legitimats growth is frequently
retarded through the floating of bonds,
Tn a young and comparatively poor coun-
try like Manitoba, it will frequenily be
found that the school and judicial taxes,
added to the necessary oxpenses of muni-
cipal goveinment and the expenditures
absolutely required for local improvements,
wil! togother amount to asum quite heavy
enough to be borne by the average tax
payer. When additional taxes are laid up-
on the shoulders of the taxpayers for bonus
or unnecessary local improvements, the
matter becomes a serious burden. It is
therefore time to call a halt when there is
a disposition to couit chickens before
they are hatched Ly plunging municipal
corporations iuto debt on future pros-
pects. Several towns in the province
have nlveady shown thiir inability to meet
their irdebtedness, and it is to be hoped
that with the example of these before us,
the country will be spared further humil-
iation in this respect, through a continu-
ation of the practico of heaping up muni-
cipal indebtedness on future prospects
which may or may not be realized.

MANITOBA CHEESE,

A pavagraph in the Northwest Farmer,
in which it is stated that Winnipeg whole-
salers * will not handle Mrnitoba cheese,
preferring the Ontatio article of 'an equal

or inferior quality,” must have been writ-
ten without inquiry into the facts of the
case. Quite the opposite is true.
Wholesale grocers here have been not
only willing but anxious to haudle the
home product. Dealers here have fre-
quently communicated with manufactur-
ers, asking for quotations, etc., and not
beiug able to come to terms with the lat-
ter, have allowed their stocks of cheese to
run out, and left the field to the wanu-
facturers, who have sold divect to the re-
tail trade. Inquiries for quotations from
manufacturers were not unfrequently met
by asking what the wholesaler would pay,
sometimes after a delay of a few weeks,
by which time the sale would be lost.
On tho other hand the manufacturers .
have sold direct to the retail trade, and
huve expected slhout the same prices from
wholesalers, Dealers could have import-
ed checse at a considerably lower rate
than makers here were willing te uccept,
but this they did not care to do, prefer-
ring not to handle the product rather
than work against the mukers. Ontario
manufacturers have consigr.ed one or two
cars to agents here, and wholesalers have
been filling orders from their customers

through these agents, us a makerhift, in -

the absen. s of carrying stocks of their
own, and inability to come to terms with
the home manufacturers.



