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rules of practice should be founded, the least variation from established pre.
cedents will totally distract and bewilder him. Ita lez sripla est is the utmost
his knowledge will arrive at; he must neyer aspire ta form, and seldom expect
to comprehiend, any arguments drawn, a priori, fromn the spirit of the la%%s, and
the rn.tural founidations of justice,"

" The great dificulty as to cases consists in making an accurate application
of the general principle containied in them to new cases prcsenting a change of
circunistances. If the analogy bc imperfect, the application niay be erroneous
The expressions of every judge musi. also bc taken %vith reference to the case (in
which hie decidcd;, and we inust look to the principle of the decision, and flot to
the mnanner in which the case is argued uipon the betich, otherwise the law will
be thirowvn into extremne confusion. The ex'ercise of sourid judgincnt ks as lecce.-
sary in the use as diligence and lcarniing arc requisite in trie pursuit of adjudged
cases," (Kent's Comnnentaries.)

The only rnethod of arriving at this happy consuinationi so devoutIy to bc
wished in Ontario, namncly, that a!h barristers and judges shahl bc able to forfil
and comprehlend argui'nits drawn from the spirit of the laws and the natural
founidations of justice, and for judges to give decisions in cases in colnforînlity,
%vith such arguments, is, I think, to insîst uporf a full course and exaininiation il
the principles of law~ %%-len studying for the profession.

Ontario is, in thîs respect, far hehindi Etigland ;the titility, of a kniowl-edge ()f
Roman law, as lawv, ks undeniablc, forniing, as it does, the basis of the laws of ail
Latin nations. Even the Common Law~ of England is grcatly indebted for ifs
vigour and philosophie accui-acy, to Justinian's Code.

In England, the cxamînation wvhich mnust be passed before a law student cati
bce called " is div-iced into two parts-the first being the Roman law%, and the
second ini English law. le miax takie both at the saine tuile, orbhe may, takec
the Roman law first, but hie cantiot takec the Englishi law before the Roman. lie
înay take the F - nan la%-% any time after lie has kept four term-s, but cannot take
the En,î-jh until lie has kept at least nine ternis. This is the only remiedy for
the prescrit condition of affairs in the legal profession iii Ontario. With the
example of such a judgmntt as the oile given b>' judge Lyon bc-fLre theni, the
Law Society of Upper Caniada should take iminediate steps to place Ronan
lav in the Iaw student's curriculum.
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